Fish Where The Fish Are — Know When To Fish Where

Editors Foreword:

Words cannot be found to state
how privileged we are that Buck Per-
ry has agreed to accept the title of
Fishing Facts Education Editor.

E. L. (Buck) Perry is the father of
structure fishing. This modest, soft-
Spoken former Physics Professor
from North Carolina State has be-
come a legend in his own time. His
discoveries about the basic move-
ments of fish have revolutionized all
fishing, and are the basis of modern
fishing as we know it today. In addi-
tion, he has given us the vocabulary
of modern fishing by coining such
words as “structure”, “breakline”,
“sanctuary”, “migration route”, etc.
To put it mildly, ail of today’s fresh-
water fishermen owe him a great
debt.

Water levels can play an important part in makin
water conditions, these stickups may hold some fis
under low water conditions would probably hold fe
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In June of 1972, Fishing Facts be-
gan publishing a series of articles
written by Buck and titled, “Knowl-
edge Is The Key To Fishing Suc-
cess”. The articles covered many of
the BASIC concepts which lead to
successful fishing. How fish live, his
habits, his instincts, his reaction to
stimuli, how weather and water con-
ditions affect him, and what it takes
to put him on the stringer, are all
subjects which can only be an-
swered through KNOWLEDGE. With
the publication of our September
19783 issue the 13th and last article
by this great teacher brought this se-
ries to a close. We do not consider
the conclusion of this series as an
ending. Rather, it is a beginning.

Each month Fishing Facts is intro-
duced to new readers and

subscribers. For many of them the
subject of structure fishing will be
totally new and unheard of. For
these new readers we will, from time
to time, continue to emphasize the
very basic concepts of structure, fish
habits, instincts, etc.

However, for those of you who
have already read, studied and ob-
served much of the basic material
presented in past issues, it is time to
progress. In a sense it is time to.
leave elementary school and pro-
gress to further study. With this ob-
jective in mind, no one is better suit-
ed nor more qualified to lead us
toward that goal than the ‘“Dean’’
and “Daddy” of structure fishing,
Buck Perry himself.

It is with great pride that we pre-
sent this new series of articles by

9 a particular structure productive or not. Under higher
h if they extended to deeper waters. This same Structure
w if any fish because it may lack sufficient depth of water.
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Buck titled “Buck Talks Fishing”. In
this new program he will continue to
share with us his vast warehouse of
fishing knowledge, as he presents
more advanced material.

In order to progress however, the
series will begin at a point where the
student should have a clear under-
standing of basic knowledge and be
able to comprehend the meaning of
the nomenclature used.

If you are a new reader, may we
suggest several steps which will al-
low you to “catch up” or achieve a
better and more meaningful under-
standing of this new series.

May we suggest that you:

1. Study a copy of Buck’'s great
- new book, “Spoonplugging, Your
Guide To Lunker Catches”. This
book contains all the basic facts of
fish movements, basic structures,
basic weather and water conditions,

basic presentation of lures, and
much much more. This book was 25
years in the making, a quarter cen-
tury of fishing knowledge put down
on paper for the first time so that
fishermen everywhere could share in
better fishing. This book has just

gone on sale for $9.90 in soft cover

and $19.80 in deluxe cover, limited
edition. Available on an uncondition-
al money back guarantee from us,
Northwoods Publishing Co., Inc.,
P.O. Box 4169, Milwaukee, Wis.
53210. (The books are the same in
content.)

2. Familiarize yourself with our
glossary of terms titled “Fishing Talk
— Our Language of Structure Fish-
ing”, which can be found near the
beginning of each issue of Fishing
Facts.

3. Reprints of Buck Perry’s series
on' “Knowledge Is The Key To Fish-

Under low water conditions the fish might move out of shallows entirely.
If this happens you should concentrate your efforts on the next breakline
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adjacent to the shallows that has sufficient depth of water over it (8-10 Ft.).

ing Success” are available from us
at 25¢ each. There are thirteen of

them. Order only those you missed,

of course.

No other publication is privileged
to have Buck on its staff. We hope
this series of articles and all future
issues of Fishing Facts will allow
each fisherman to expand his fishing

" horizons to a point where he be-

comes as great a fisherman as he
wishes to be.

When talking to a group of fisher-
men it is not my nature to make
corny jokes. But, there is one time |
know | am going to get a great big
laugh. This is when | make the state-
ment (after viewing a fishing hole) —
“l know exactly where the fish are —
they are either in the shallows, the
deep water, or some place in be-
tween’’.

Sometimes it takes a spell for this
to sink in, but you can bet the whole
group gets a big chuckle out of it.

While this merriment is taking
place, | glance around the room and
see fishermen exchanging remarks.
They are leaning toward one anoth-
er, and | can just imagine what they
are saying — ‘‘Big deal, any stupid
jerk would know this.”

Just a couple of days before, | had
seen quite a few of these same peo-
ple fishing their lake. From what |
observed, 95 percent of them were
fishing as if they didn't know this to
be true. Most were casting to visible
objects such as ‘‘stick-ups’’, stumps,
weeds, pads, etc., little realizing they
were spending their time working
water that contained fish only about
5 percent of the time.

Probably today, years later, these
same fishermen who got such a
bang out of my statement that the
fish were either in the shallows, the
deep, or some place in between, are
still limiting their search for fish in
only one of these areas!

Observation over the years, have
shown, that the area where many
fishermen spend the greater part of
their time, is the shallows. They do
not realize that the ‘“in between”
would contain the fish a lot more
time than the area they are fishing,
and the *“deep’” would contain the
fish more time than the other two
areas combined.

When viewing water depths, you
do not have to divide them into three
sections. You only have to separate
the shallow water from the deep wa-
ter. This is done for two main rea-



FIG.1-A

sons. First, the fish react differently
to shallow water and deep water.
Second, you must distinguish be-
tween the two for the purpose of lure
presentation.

In my studies, | have found the
dividing line between shallow water
and deep water, is at the 8 - 10 foot
depth. | just didn't pick this depth
figure right out of thin air, | made a
study of the fish — he told me.

As your studies should have told
you, it is at this depth (8 - 10 ft.) that
the fish upon migration toward the
shallows, begins to slow down, and
probably says to himself — “Whoa,
back up, I'm getting too shallow”.

With this thought in mind, let us
resume the things we had in mind
the last time we met.

We had been considering how it
was possible for a fisherman to
come into “your” lake, for the first
time, and make a good catch, while
you were drawing a blank at the
same time. | stated | was not going
into great detail as to ‘“‘why” but
would stick primarily to fishing facts.

It would be your job to figure out
why one guy scores and the other
fails. If you are up on your “Basics”,
you should have no trouble doing
this. }

The last time (February 1974 Is-
sue), | set up a question for consid-
eration. It went like this — “You
have fished a particular lake for
some time. You have found some
bars and humps that produce for you
when the weather cooperates. The
water level stays rather constant, but
lo and behold, you return to the lake
after a short absence and you find
the water level three or four feet low-
er than you have ever seen it. The
weather is fine. You fish your favor-

ite spots for several days, and for all -

practical purposes you should have
been home mowing the lawn — as
far as catching any fish. What hap-
pened?”’

Figure 1-A is a side view of one of
the bars you have had good luck on
in the past. Previous to the time un-
der discussion, the water level in the
lake created depths such as those in

Figure 1-A. The top of the bar had
““stick-ups”, or bushes, running out
to about 6 feet. Then the bar started
dropping off, and finally “‘broke” in-
to the deep water — the ‘‘breakline”
occurring at 12 feet. The distance
from the “stick-ups’ to the ‘‘drop-
off” is quite a distance. The “break-
line” could not be reached with a
cast from any position near the
“breaks’, (located in the shallows.)
Figure 1-B is the same structure at
the time under discussion. The water
level in the lake has dropped four
feet. Note the depths now.
Although | stated the weather was
fine which indicates the fish are ac-
tive and moving, we now have a

—situation where the areas on the

structure (bar) that would be classi-
fied as “‘shallow’ water and ‘‘deep”
water have changed. The ‘“‘bar”’, as
far as the fish are concerned, is now
completely different. The ‘‘break-
line”” is now at a depth where the
fish begin to “back off”’. If he moves
to the breakline, further movement
toward the ‘‘breaks” (‘‘stick-ups’’
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Buck Talks Fishing cont

and bushes) would be few and far
between. It is very possible, that in a
situation just like this, the structure
could be abandoned entirely, and
another migration route established

in the near area.
For our study, we will assume the

fish are still moving toward this bar.
In this case, you would concentrate
your efforts at the now shallow
breakline. You might find, in most
cases, when the fish move up on the
breakline (end of bar) there will sel-
dom be a large group of fish, but on-
ly two or three. If this is the case,
ycu would remain with the structure
for a period.

After the first two or three fish
moved up, it could be a spell before
the next two or three showed. If the
fish are moving good, you would
have pretty slow pickings as far as
any great number of fish at any one
time, but if you stay with it you can
wind up with a nice catch. The inter-
val between a few fish moving up on
the breakline could vary. This would
be determined by just how good the
weather and water conditions are. It
could be as much as an hour.

When | find myself in a situation
such as this, | do not wear myself
out by continuing to cast while wait-
ing for the next fish to show, / et it
rest — by eating a sandwich, having
a soft drink, or talking fishing with a
partner. Often, | catch a wink or two.
During this period, | might pick up
the rod and make one cast, to see if
more fish have arrived. How often |
make this cast will also vary, but
normally | will check the breakline
every 5 to 10 minutes. One thing to
keep in mind, when a cast produces
another fish, do not mess around,
get him in and go right back with an-
other cast! If you have a partner, di-
rect him to make a cast to the same
spot — pronto! Seldom, will just one
fish show, it will be either two or
three.

Normally, when | experience a
structure becoming too shallow for
good migration, | spend very little
time with it. | am off looking for
deeper structure, but during the
course of the day | will check the
breakline a time or two. But, | would
only check it, if | found the fish ac-
tive and moving on better structure.
(If I were ‘“‘stuck” with a lake that
had only shallow structure, then |
would check the best ones, as de-
scribed.)

(Craw]Pappy

by Whanger Lures

Lures more than your share of lunkers.
All the appearance and mobility of
a live crawdad . . . triple body rip-
ples that create a more
enticing wiggle . . .
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rience & Experiments famous out-
doorsman ART MERCIER, of WBBM,
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Crappie Fillet Loaf
Boiled fish, fish batter, creamed
fish, walleye, lake trout, bass,
smelt, etc. Also, recipes for wild
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GET YOUR COPY NOW!
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'Buck Talks Fishing cont.

Let's pursue this same thought
still further. In this case we have a
hump. This hump has a ridgelike fin-
ger running out from it that finally
breaks into a channel. This structure
is not in the main body of the lake,
but is located in a ‘‘cove’” or an
“arm”, created by a feeder stream.

Figure 2 is a side view of this
structure. Note the depths.

At a high water level, such as that
shown, this structure has been pro-
ducing for you. You have at times
caught fish on the top of the hump.
At other times you have caught them
at the pile of rocks (break). At other
times you have caught them on the
breakline (drop-off) at the channel.
This has really been a dandy.

BUT, the water drops 8 feet. The
depth of the channel is no longer 26
feet, but is only 18 feet deep. You
could just about mark the whole
thing off. The DEEPEST water in the
area, is now not deep enough for the
deep water sanctuary. At certain pe-
riods of the season (colder part)
some fish may migrate to the area
for short periods, but as far as this
area holding a group of fish perma-
nently, it would no longer hold true.

When this happens to one of my
good structures, | move toward the
main lake until | have water in the
feeder channel that is 25-35 feet in
depth. Then | start looking for the
structure the fish are now using.

| could continue this discussion
until | have covered every type of
structure found in a lake. But, these
two illustrations of how a depth
change could limit migrations, and
how it could also change the deep
water sanctuary, should show you
fairly well why one guy makes a
catch, and another guy gets
skunked. You figure out the “why’s"".

It is entirely possible that the
answer to the question involved, was
obvious to you as soon as you read
it in the February Issue. BUT, just
how far did you go? Did you digest
the whole question? Completely?

Let’s look at it again. The question
stated the water level had changed.
It also stated the weather was nice,
which indicated the fish were mov-
ing. If you look closely it also stated
another thing — ‘‘after a short ab-
sence”’. Although not stated, it
should have been obvious the water
color had changed. Since the weath-
er was ‘‘nice’’, it is not likely the wa-
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Buck Talks Fishing cont

ter level dropping was due to a win-
ter pull-down, but was due to a lack
of rain. This would definitely indicate
to me the water had CLEARED. (I
would have already noted this the in-
Stant | reached the lake).

First let us examine that ‘‘short ab-
sence”. | did not state just what time
element was involved, but it could
have been a week or so. From the
drop in water level “more than you
had ever seen it’, would indicate it
wasn’t just a day or so.

Let’'s assume it was ‘‘early” sea-
son. Your good catches had been
occurring on a steeper shoreline, or
in bays or coves (maybe full of
trees). After your absence you re-
turned to these steeper shorelines
_and structures in the bays and
coves, and you experienced the bad
fishing. Your structures had not
necessarily changed that much due
to the drop in water level. But, you
still drew a blank. Did it ever occur
to you, that due to the SEASONAL
migration of the fish they were no
longer in these areas, but were now
using longer and flatter structures
for their movements?

In looking at the ‘“seasonal’ thing,
we could put the time in the latter
part of the season, and you would be
working long flatter structure, when
you should be working the steeper
shorter structure more.

Maybe you had been having great
success in the upper end of your
lake on Walleyes early in the season
shortly after spawning. You went
back to the same area after your
absence, and couldn’t understand
why the walleyes weren’t hitting,
even tho the water level hadn't af-
fected the area that much. You prob-
ably never gave any thought to the
seasonal migration of this fish, and
had no thought to go toward the
deeper sections of the lake.

From a seasonal point of view, you
must be fully aware of Depth and
Speed control at all times. It doesn’t
take much time for it to change. The
metabolism of the fish can change
quickly. Your selection of lure types
and presentations will change ac-
cordingly. Probably you had been
using a particular type lure, and pre-
senting it in a particular way as to
“produce’’ before your absence. But,
while you were gone, things had
changed, but you continued to make
your presentation with the same ole
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thing, in the same ole way. It won't
work. Our aim is to catch fish con-
sistently, not just once in a while.

Let’'s now examine the likelihood
that your waters had ‘“‘cleared’’. One
of the most important observations
that you can make is your water col-
or. This particular thing alone can
change the fishing potential of an
area more than anything | know. Just
the clearing of the water can elimi-
nate more good structure than you
can shake a stick at.

Let’s re-examine Figure 1-A. This
figure showed the water level BE-
FORE the lake dropped, and during
the period of your catches. Now let
us assume this figure represents the
depths AFTER the water has
dropped. This would indicate we
have enough depth for the good
movements of the fish.

But, now we have a clear water
situation that developed during your
absence. The clear water produces
about the same reaction from the
fish, as we got in Figure 1-B. Their
movements are limited to the break-
line, etc.

When this occurs, | concentrate
my efforts at the breakline, or limit
my working of the structure to peri-
ods of dark weather. | spend most of
my time on deeper structure, and if |
found the fish moving good, I'd go
check the breakline for ‘“‘straggler”
movements, but | would waste no
time on the shallow breaks (stick-
ups, etc.)

In the case of Figure 2, I'd just
keep moving toward deeper water in
the feeder channel, until | find the
deep structure the fish are now
using. In many instances | would go
to “wire” line and motor trolling to
work the edges (breaklines) of the
channel to locate such areas. (The
wire line enables me to troll deeper
than with the regular No-Bo mono
trolling line | normally use.)

When you are experiencing failure
in areas that have produced for you
in the past, you must realize that
something has changed! | have men-
tioned some of these changes, and
in most instances ALL of them had a
part to play in your failure. You can-
not cite any particular thing as being
the cause. You have to investigate
all. If you are presenting your lures
and bait CORRECTLY and produc-
ing no fish, you are fishing where
they ain’t. AND, you better know the
“WHY.”

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY ‘“‘FIELD TEST” OFFER
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By the time we meet here again at
Fishing Facts, let’'s assume that you
and | are going to fish four (4)
bodies of water. We will fish two (2)
Natural lakes, and two (2) man-made
lakes (Reservoirs). These four lakes
are widely scattered, being in four
different States. We have never
fished them before. In each case, as
our luck would have it, we get there
shortly after a bad cold front, and the
movements and migrations of the
fish are practically zero. We find
that, in order to make a catch, we
have to go ‘“‘straggler” fishing.

When we started out on this trip,
we both had a Depth Sounder. While
loading the boat the first day, |
slipped on a wet plank, and my
depth meter wound up in the bottom
of the lake. Fifteen minutes after we
get on the lake, your dang thing
goes on the blink.

First we will fish a big shallow
“saucer’” type Natural lake. The wa-
ter near shore is covered solid with
weeds, grass and pads. This extends
to 3-4 feet in depth. Farther out to
about 6-7 feet in depth, are scattered
patches of grass, weeds, and pads
— all exposed. The balance of the
lake has a gentle sloping bottom
free of weeds, and pads, but is cov-
ered with a layer of muck. As far as
we know, there are no deep holes,
slots, or channels. And, there exists
no structure such as bars, humps,
breaks or breaklines. The deepest
water is around 20 feet out in the
middle. As the weeds suggest, the
water color is a darker yellow-green.

The second Natural lake we are
going to fish is a great big deep
clear rascal. Tall weeds extend down
to a depth of 17 ft. with most of the
outer weeds coming almost to the
top of the water. We cannot find a
-contour map of the lake, and our ef-
forts to find out something about the
lake from the local people don’t pay
off. To cap it all, we find we are not
allowed to troll with a motor in this
lake.

The first man-made lake we are
going to fish is an old “Lowland”
type reservoir. It has been built so
long ago there is not a trace of a
bush, stump or root. The bottoms are
completely clean, mostly hard clay,
sand or rocks. The structure types
are rather constant all over the
reservoir, the only great difference
being depth. Structure is primarily
‘“bars’’ that run out from the shore-

Another
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Vertlcal Lure Arranger
for spinner baits

You’'ve never seen anything like this
newest of the many AdVenturer “ultimate
in qualzty boxes- for fishermen.

: Lift-out rack holds 92 lures and plugs.
Jet green copolymer. Crushproof.
Rustproof: Safetylatch .Recessed han-
dte. Many other exclusive features

VLCHEK PLASTICS COMPANY
Mlddleﬂeld Ohio 44062

' Pan of m Qngersoll-lland

MINUTE
THINK
LIKE A
COHO

You're swimming deep and
hungry. Suddenly you see the
irresistible minnow with a
translucent stomach. Both min-
now action and light penetra-
tion catch your eye — just be-
fore the hook catches your
mouth. It's Water Demon —
last year's exceptional lure in
coho and lake trout waters.

SPECIAL OFFER!
Water Demon lure, embroider-
ed Jacket patch, lure pamphlet
($2 value) ONLY $1.00. Send
coupon with one dollar to:

THE WORTH CO.,Dept. FF4
Stevens Point, Wis. 54481
(This offer void in Wisconsin)

Name

Address
City
State, Zip

GEORGIAN BAY BIGGIES

30,000 Islands, 4 hr. drive
North of Niagara Falls. Rated

“One of the Best Fishing
Areas in Ontario”’. Trophy
Walleye, Northern Pike,

Musky, Bass, Panfish. Modern
Housekeeping Cottages with
meals nearby. Free area map.
Pleasant Cove Cottages, Box

FAMOUS LURES

“Greatest of All Fish Getters”
“OLD RELIABLE”

A PROVEN WALLEYE KILLER
Bait Hook with Worm or Minnow
MANY OTHERS SHANNON LURE CO.

44B, Pointe au Baril, Ont. Ph. Write for FREE CATALOG 3634 Montrose Ave:
t. icago, Ill. 1

705-366-2206 2 i

line. Most all “points’” have under- bars, humps, breaklines, etc. But,

water bars. At the entrance to all

‘‘coves’’, structure exists to some
degree. There is a minimum of
“flats’’, and most all structure ex-

tends to deep water. The water color
is a White-Sandy.

The second reservoir we will fish,
is a large ‘‘Flatlander’’. The only ap-
preciable deep water is in the old
river channel. In our case, the deep
water runs rather close to one side
of the reservoir. This side, and
especiaily in the lower sections, has
fairly good structure in the form of

the other side of the lake consists of
miles of flats and shallow water. In
certain areas on this shallow side,
there are coves and sloughs, some
of which could be termed as
‘“‘swampy’”. Most of these ‘back
areas’’ have weeds of some descrip-
tion, and all of them are long dis-
tances from any deep water. We
launch our boat on the deeper side.
The water color is red muddy.

QUESTION: How would we ‘‘strag-
gler” fish these four bodies of wa-
ter? &=
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