
How to Deal with~ 
Weedy Lakes 
by Buck Perry, Education Editor 

F or quite somet ime tMis past 
year we have talked about t ho) 
interpretation of a resef"loir 

(man-mMe lake) from the thing s we 
could see above the water. There was 
quite a lot said 8001,11 "Flatland" 
re.erYoi rs where brush and "landing 
t rees covered almosl1he whole la~e_ 

At the t ime we tal~ed about the 
brush situation, ther" were .ome fish­
ermen who reacted by saying; "My 
lishing water has w,*,(j$, not brush." 
From th e comments made. II would 
appear they ~ad learned a lot abou l 
st ructure si tuations in It>e i, "weedy" 
lakes from our ta lks aooul reser.oirs 
with bushes and Irees. Th is was indi_ 
cated by t he li tt le that was said about 
"what weeds do IfishT' They seemed 
to ha.e grasped IMt the produc1ive 
weeds shou ld be related to a st ruc· 
tu re s itua1ion, ~ 

L~rs look at some ligures and 
pOint out some of the guidel ines a 
Spoonptugge r (structure f isherman) 
would useas to the movements of t ~e 
lish in differenl weedy situations , and 
what he would Ihink at>oul il he de­
sfrM /0 catch fish consistenlly, 

Flgu,. 1." is a s ide vi ew of a fish· 
ing situation wl!h a la lf weed line. In 
this case t~e fish spend the majority 
of Ih~i r t ime in the weeds. The reason 
being, there i. flO deeper water avai l· 
ab le to give tMem a bet ter "'sanctuary"' 
from a changing en_ ironment. 

Under certain weathe r and wale r 
conditions these fi s~ would be more 
difficu lt to catch than t~ose under a 
similar (weather and water) condit ion 
that had deep water ava ilab le to them, 
Deep water is the only reliabl e thing 
l!\at w ill provide a more stable en, l· 
ron ment to a cold· blooded fish. If 
deep water is a_ailable. tM liSh wi tl 
uSe it in pre ference 10 any type weeds 
thaI do not extend to slable sanC l uary 
depths. Our guideline says if the fish 
have depths greater t~an 20 feet, they 
will use It. Weather and water condi· 
l ion. wou ld delermine JUSI Mow deep 
IMey go. The fi sh in deep water wi ll be· 
come active. mo_ing. and more catch· 
able soon er tMan Ihose in I Me sha llow· 
er weeds. The fish in the SMl lower 
weeds can stay dormant over quite a 
period of time, and the fisherman 

would f ind it dil ficu ll to get a lu re (or 
ba it) close enough. or l or l on ~ enough 
10 get a " take:' 

~Iuu,. 1 ·B Is a side view of whallhe 
.1ruclure lisherman would expect to 
OCCu r during activity and movem~nI 
of the fiSh. Our gu idel ines wou ld say 
this occurs regardless how deep l he 
weeds may go in a body olwate,- This 
is liltle ditlerent from a situation 
where the fisherman has to exercise 
pat ience for the fiS~ to move up to a 
contaCI po int of a nice "'st ructure sit· 
uat ion"' before Me can make contact. 

Flu"r. 2·A is a side view 01 a weed 
.ituation along the shore line. The 
weedline does nol extend into Ihe 

sanctuary depths, That is , the majori· 
ty of Ihe t ime the fi Sh are deeper th an 
the deplh of the weed line. 

When movemen t towards Ihe Shal· 
lows occur, and condit ions of weaih. 
er and water are such il extends as 
shallow as the weedl ine, our guide· 
line says not all the fiSh will go bac~ 
into the weeds (Flgur. 2.B). Th is 
shOu ld le ll us plenty at>out the pres· 
ental ions of lures- either cast ing or 
lrol ling. And. it would appear to me, al 
l imes we shou ld exerc ise patience, 
for lhe f ish to move, ins lead 01 Spend· 
ing atl our l ime "'thrashing"' back in 
tMe weedS- if we riesire W catch fish 
consistently. 

Flgu ... 3 . .. is a top view of a weed 
situat ion, The broken line is a "'break· 
line" and shows the shape of a wide 
bar, The breakl ine disappears Ipeters 
out) as Shown, There are three weed 
beds lA, B, c) .hown. as we ll as a 
weed l ine along tM Shoreline. Some 
depth f igures are sMown al the wee<!· 
line. and on each '" fin ger"' of the bar 
to sl10w w~ere a more rapid increase 
in depth OCcurS (a breakline). The 
depth f igures be low eaCh linger 
shows how fast I he depth incraases. 
TM e start ing po int (sanctuary depth) 
of a good migrat ion of fi sM Is deeper 
than t~e weeds and the breakline. 

The major quest ion is: what wee<!s 
are li kely to gel the li sh on most mi· 
gratlons up on the bar? 

Fig"'. 3·8 shows the si tuat ion 
atter a good migrat ion has pUl the 
fish up on.tM M r. I ~a_e plac e<! Ihem 
at a particu lar weed ba<:l. The ques· 
t ions tMal now arise are 
1. Why did I place th e lisM at weed 
bed "A"? 
2 . Shouid I spend t ime fi sh ing weed 
bed "B"? 
3 . Shou ld I expect to catch a lot 01 big 
f ish at weed bed "c", Or the weeds 
along the shore line? 

Comment on Question 1- TMe s!ruc· 
ture fisherman (Spoonp lugger) wou ld 
have "'gu idel ines'" in a silual ion such 
as this. His guide lines for the Ques· 
l ion wou ld be th ree fold : (a) The depthS 
along tMe breakl ine (or finger) and the 
dep th of Ihe water off the finge rs in· 
d icate the "contac t po inl" 10 lhe bar 
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(whem the Ush fI"t mal<e coot",,! 
with the bM) would be " the linger 
clo"," 10. and Pfobolbly In slgh1 01 
weed bed .. .. ... The d8llthS Show this 
fin(le' Is the deepesl . laslesl bfeaklng 
inlo lhe deepest .... ,e< 0111he De,. (b) 
The lish ala.t th iS weed bo<I b&cause 
when fish mo~ on stlu<;!ula they will 
pause or Stop at a "bleak" (weed bed) 
on the st 'ucl ule ~'ore going shal· 
lowel 0' Win ing back 10 deep wal e,. 
(e) This weed be<! (or bleak) would bo 
about as lal as the /ISh wou ld go on 
an a.e lage good migration up on rhB 
luIr. Wearher end wate, oornlillons 
limit m iglatlon! ooyond thi! point 
most 01 the time (_ below) . 

"Interpo-etallon" ot the leal"''''' end 
~ments 01 lhe liSh Should help 
qulle a 101-11 we ~sire to ell/ell 
rllem colls/slalltly. 

Comment on ~Slion 2-("Should ' 
spend ~ry mu<;h time tlShlng weed 
bed '.'1'1 

WilhoUl heslr.Uon, t woold s.ay no 
I m ieht chllCk It OYI bfklfly 001 , If my 
inspect ion ShQwed Ihe situation was 
l ike that shown In the ligU le, I'd not 
spend much t ime I lsh lng It. This weed 
bed Is not related to st'u ctur8,i)loaks, 
O[ bfeakllnu. It Is 1IKI181ed on 8 " f lat" 
""id of any signposts. The fl.h wo uld 
probab ly l\8.er know It e.'ats. If I 
spend a lot 01 l ime !lsnlng weed b/KIs 
such ... lhlS. I shooJdn'1 .. peet to 
catch t ish consl.,enlly. If I happen to 
check beUet wMd beds SI some time 
laler, the mo:wetnent 01 the lish to S 
"morB carch,b/a" poslllon-may 
have s/rHdy tX~urr~ ~ I, <J>81 tOl 
t~ my. 

Comment on QueSllon 3-f'Should I 
ex peet 10 catch a lot 01 Dig fiSh at 
weed bed 'C'. or IIIe w&eds ,long 11\8 
shoreline?", 

No, I would not expect to calch 
many big Iish 81 weed !)e<I "C" , or 
along I he weedllne, Dur ing thO 
spawning na1J<)n and during the 
Short period 01 "overturn" ollhe lake 
in tile spri .... slld lal', I could get a 
lew: but lor most 01 tl\8 season, I 
wo uld nol expeel 10 I18t many "g-ood" 
Ii"" OO,e. My g~ldeline has .'ways 
been: When tlsh 'Ppo-oach the 8-10 
1001 d8llth, most all the bIg(ler tish 
say "Whoa. ~k up, rm genlne too 
shallow." During lhe periods 01 ,x· 
IfBme mieratlons loward lhe $hallows 
I would not a.pect more lhan two or 
throo 01 the larger US~ to move this 
far. In lac1, the ..... lher .nd waler 
condition. are ... Idom Oood enough-
10 eet ANY "keepels" thla ahallow. 

However, 11\8 weed !)e<I and shQre· 
line weedll ne 8,. lIever paSSed up. 



These Should I)e the fi.st things 
checked . These can QUickly show 
r.ow acll,e the fish er".t the t ime. If 
small fish do not show, our gultlfl iinea 
tel l us to check d&ep"", If a smal l fish 
ShOws up. then we ask our»fI'8S: 
.. Where did h& come Irom? Whll path 
did h6 Mk&?" In elthe. ca .. , WfI 
sI>oold afti" at weed bed " a" . It the 
lish a.e not 81 weed bed " a " at Ihal 
time, Our guidelines (and Inltl'prell· 
ti!)nS)lell uS 10 ""'efCi» patience, ... nd 
keep checking weed bed "a " (and 
breakline) until the tlSh do Show-II 
_ ~r;ire /0 c ... ,cIr 'Ish orr or II I1>ls 
bar ~r;isr""rry. II lloatln.g matkers 
are thrown on each "flngoer:' th' Irol,· 
ing pas""s and cnllng ~ltlonS ... re 
mo.e easily determined. 

PI .... " Is a tOIl view of a Shallow, 
dishpan.type ""Iurallake. The detllh 
does not changoe much over 11>0 enU18 
lake. The mass of 11>0 lake Is covared 
wilh thick weedl, Th"..a ula" only 
11'10 ~II sloll Iree of weeds. The 
question is: How would you go about 
calchlng fish out of this lake? 

If 1 we.e f ishing thll laka, my first 
otl jectl,,, would I)e to find 11>0 open 
slots. I'd check Ihem 10 see If Ihe IIsh 
were act l ... and mo.lng. 11 I did not 
make co ntact I wou ld then che<::k out 
the weedS M jacant to lhe Slots, I'd 
use surface and weedleu lures In my 
search for fis h and I'd probab ly not 
oet fart her away f rom the " clea n" 
a.ea tnan a long cMt. Per lQ<lICa ll y I'a 
ch""k the I lots to see If I ha f ish "~"e 
ar ri .ed. Altef al l. I wou ld assume 'he 
MOST CATCHABLE 'Ish would "­
where I could gel 10 Ihem. 

~',u .. 4·' st>ows what I wou ld ax· 
pe<:t 10 h8j)pen when the fish become 
actl'e and movln.g enough to catch­
CONSISTENny. 

Fi...,ing the ... Slotl may call forju It 
casting, as the clean slot may not be 
large enoo.ogh for l'oIl1n.g. In some 
case. the total .ea can be cove<ed bV 
casting f.om one boat position. 

PIIII!:H"T,,"O" OP LUMa 

In the beQlnnln.g It was ,.Id many­
fishe.men did not uk us l!xIut Ihe 
presentation of lures HOWfl .... , there 
were some who did show cooc".." 
about presenting lures In t,,1 weea 
situa'ions. MO.!II ot the Q" .. tlon, o::...n 
be e<"ered by the fig"r" Ilreart)l uaed 

' ,' ..... 1 1' 8 repa81 01 " , u •• , .... In 
a situation such as this. motCO' 1'01111'110 
I. a much l)ener way to locat, th' fish 
then cast ing. The figure .lIQws the 
trolling ~I"S, In Inls case , fOUl lure 
sizes (Spoon plugs) were used 10 con· 
1101 ''''' depths. Each lure wi ll lun 8t a 
specific depth. regardle" of the 
speed used, (Diffe.ent t rol li ng SpeedS 
would I)e used with each size lure.) On 
th elroli ing passes. the lures wou ld I)e 
"stacked '" as close to the weedll ne as 

conllnu~ 
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poss ible wi1~out be ing conlOnU311y 
fou led . When Ihe fish are located 
while troll ing, then a casllng position 
allows better CONTROL 01 deprh an d 
speed with both t ype lures (free· run· 
ning and jump-type)_ The casts should 
be made paralle l to the weed ti ne. Any 
other posit ion of the boat wi ll not al­
low lul l control. 

To I>e su re we have (he situat ion 
fi rm ly in m ind. tel's refer back to 

~I;u ... 2·" a nd 2·B. F1vur. e shows 
the t ro ll in9 passes that shou ld be 
made along this weedl in<>. Here again, 
l ou r lure s izes were used to ch eckout 
the del>tMs~a n d speeds. In th is Iype 
weed situat ion , prope r depth control 
m ust t>e maintainoo on the t rol l. The 
lure size (and runn ing depth) and the 
amount of li ne use<! (let out) should 
be rather exact. So the lure does not 
dig down into the weeds continual ly 

~Ig~ . . .. presents a liltle dlUerenl 
slt uallon than In Fl gu •• • 1 · ... , 1 ·8 and 
5. In th is case, we haye some sancW' 
ary depths below the tall weedline. 
Our gu idelines on weatMr and wate r 
co nditions and I he movemenl at the 

~." 
~ ... .. " . 

FIGURE $_Lure> should /y ""a(" Aed" just as dose 10 the >V<edline as fIO$Sibie without 
iJf>ing continuilily fOOled. 

Nr;UIW 6- Sho wn .", 'he prop" (rolli"g pa$St!s thai should iJf> mode along /he 
~""dlin. , 

f iSh tell uS we have to c heck deeper 
I han the base of the weeds . Our guide' 
fines suggest we 'fl t>e prelty lUCky to 
f ind the fi sh this far toward the sha l· 
fows very often. However, we have to 
Check t he weed line tho roughfy 

Fig. , . 7 is a lOP view of a taf l weed· 
line situat ion in a lake, Pl ease note 
th e weedl ine is c rooked, To properly 
t rol l (or cast) th is sect ion of the weed· 
l ine Ilures in pos ition) wil hout t>e ing 
cont inua lly fou led , several float ing 
markers have t>een placed. Most we re 
placed on the "'lingers " lextrusion s) 
in t he weed line . With the Jid of t hasa 
vis ible markers a decent t roll ing pMS 
could t>e made in short orde r. The 
'" fingers'" are o ur guides for the tro ll· 
ing pass. The t ro ll ing pass should t>e 
made '"S SIr8ighl8S possible. It is Mt 
necessary to hit all the little crooks 
and turns. If the "'f ingers" do not con· 
taln a fis h, it is not l ikely the "'pock· 
ets" contain on e eitner. II t~e l ingers 
contain a l ish , then al l the smatl 
c rooks. packets , elc .• can t>e c hecked 
out by casti ng, Howeve" this is not 
the who le story. 

Flgu ... 2·. and 2·8 (reler back) in· 
dicated the weeds althis point are 10' 
cated on a "structure sUuarion"' as 
the f ish use it in the ir movements and 
migrat ions. We woutd not t>e far off to 
assumo the structure situation is a 
nanOw ridge·l ike bar. Most ta ll weed 
situations are fou nd in natural lakes, 
and {he " t>ar" is th e most common 
shoreline leature the lish use in thei r 
movements and migrations in natu ral 
lakes. (~ Igu ... 3." is another form of 
t>ar found In nal ural takes.) 

LeI' s assume Flgu r. 7 is a top view 
of the 8rea of the lake s~own in 
~I"u ... 2·. and 2·8 . The weedli~e 
shou ld Indicate to uS any potenl lal 
m igration route (he fis h are us ing. We 
can qu ickly spot the greater " f inger'" 
lor ext rUS ion) in tM wood line . The 
second marker from the left shows 
the "'bar.'" {I .... "" , . ' 0 c h .. k u ...... 
b~ oullng 0. wo.k . n~ d •• p w . . . . . ... . 
ca"'t go . b .... t It Just ."~wh.r •. w • 
..... . . wo'" onl~ . ... ".'","'u' •• IIu. · 
11on " .h. fI.h .... In .hl. mo ... m.n ... 
.ow . .... . h . hallow • . 

Plgu ... 8 is a top view of the s itua' 
t ion at the second float ing marker 
When trol l ing a tafl wee<.l line sit uat ion 
such as th is, it is again necessary to 
keep troll ing passes as straight as 
poSS ible i f we des ire good lure Con· 
trol (Iura in pOSit ion, proper depth. 
speed , etc.). On a big weed line exl(u· 
sion the trotl ing passe s (stac ked 
lures) shou ld t>e made " s ind icate<!. 
Th is not on ly c hecks out the weedl ine 
thorough ly. t>ut also port ions of the 
bar, Note that the passes can t>e 
made from either di rect ion . 

~IG u", G is a side view showing the 
trol li ng passes to check the bar and 
the deeper wate r. Diflerent lure sizes 



..,d 'unnlng de(llhs SlKKIld be uH<:l to) 
Check O)ut the be" Enough lroIling 
pasHa """"Id be madlt 10) leao. very 
little '11 I"" be, unclle<:ked, As Ihe 
Pf.UItS a'e macte acrQSS Ihe tJa, lboth 
directio ns), the c rOwn '11 I"" bar 
ShQuld be bumped with Ir.e lurlt II at 
all possible. AS thltlur" comes bump­
Ing '111 I"" bar (no 1Onge< bumping). 
thlt boat is lumed 101" anDthe, lroIling 
pass In the ""POslte dirIt(;Ik>n. WlHIn 
the lure t>ei"ll used no IQng&< reaches 
the bottom. il Is tim e to swllch 1'1 a 
cteepar.running lure. The "'tool'" that I 
\1M lOt the trQillng passes is a SPOOf>" 
plug, a diving IU'1t dH;gned tQ do Ihlt 
jot). It and when I hit a 1I$h on lhe 1''111, 
I POSlliQn I "" boat n8.B, the W88(1lIne 
and cO"<er lhe c1eep&r wale< by cutlng 
l .. t8" ... ,Q), 

Let's assumlt you r take has a tall 
"'ee<! s it..ation. You prete, not to trD II , 
Ot trolling is pto/'llbil&CI, This me.ns 
you could sPltnd • g'eal deal '11 time 
CUting a pan '11. ""1te<Iline thai c0n­
tains nD !ish. 

PI,w,. 1'1 is a top ole ... '11 a large 
protruS icn cf the weedllne '1ff a pa lnl 
In the shDreiln e. This indicales that 
an uOO_ater "'/;u,," (SlruClur" sltua· 
tlO1n) ,,~t_s DUt f,om this point. 

..... . 1'1 shQWS three casting PO­
$It"",,, ... II and C. II we ,eler bac~ t'1 
PI,u._ 2 · .. BOO I •• • we sllOuld "" 
the I ISh coul d be In Ihe sanctuary 
depths. at the base of the weeds. Qr 
any place in bet weMI. Th is means our 
.... llng positions muSt be ChD5\ln .o 
tM cas's can C0¥9' thlt deplh5 '11 tM 
ber Qui Side thlt wHdlIne. T'1 coYer thlt 
sides and top '11 the bar (especially at 
tM base '11 Ihe wee-ds), positiens .. 
aM a weu ld be the best chc ice Icr 
cast ing (as indicated), Position e 
would be salisfactory for the deetPe' 
ponlO1nS '11 the bar-art'" it has """ 
OIStabflshedthlt IISh ... nowhere .... ' 
the Dase eflthlt w8ltdllne. 

Here aga in. two _W le tures should 
be ul8d. A si nking. Iree· ,unnlng, and 
bottom·bumplng lure on a steady reo 
trleve ler chlt(;~lng Ihe laster sPHd 
and a '"jump-I ype" Ulg. sol! plastic, 
<lIC.) I01r Ihe slower The ,eason ItICh 
lure .tyle muSI sink Is becaUH In 
lill1lng deeper water, Ine lures must 
g'1 dQwn te near th<l t01P '11 the wuds 
or all the way te • clun bott01m. be· 
fore. ret'ieve (or jump) beg ins , 

TD p,ess homlt. point. nete Ihlt In 
' ....... 10, POSllI01n " ,", " as shown 
would nol allew a cast down thlt 'lgIlt 
side (Iacino ';gure) '11 the extrucle<f 
weed" However, position "a" wou ld 
allQw cast s t'1 the teft side . A guide· 
line t'1 remembe, 1$ when migrating 
l ie" make cenlact with th e base of 
th' ~s. I hey may nQI stop. A few 
IISh may Pltnelratlt the weeds. but 
continued mlgr.tlon may have thoe 
meJ01r ity '11 the 11111 moving al'1no the 
tIlIse of the weed llne belere stopp ing. 

..::::::.;, ;""' .... ( b u mpinl r."" 

p ..... 

FlGUIlE '-A skH .;'w sItowi", r~ rrolll"8 ~ 10 ~iI«/( ou' 1M b'IF QItd 'M~' 
""',' for ~>J$ Qj f<t/t· 
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