With These Tips

Quite often fishermen have to learn the ‘hard way’
about changes in tactics during the fishing season.

by Buck Perry, Education Editor
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Noie the two shorelines, One is steep with
shorter features, deep water and a cove
rearfy, while the opposite shore is flat
and rocky. Would you know which shore
te favor during various periods of the
Sishing season?

hortly after the hunting, foot-

ball and basketball seasons

come to an end, fishermen be-

gin to think about the coming
fishing season. By far, the larger
group limit their “getting ready™ to
straightening out their tackle boxes,
purchasing lures claimed to be “THE
latest thing™ for the year, getting the
boat cleaned, motor tuned, and plan-
ning fishing trips. A much smaller
group may be thinking of how they
can improve their perfarmance during
the coming season. But very few of
them know what to do, or how to go
about having better fishing success.

Getting things ready is not out of
order, but our fishing success (yours
and mine) this year and in the years to
come will not be based on just how
new or orderly our fishing gear is. Our
success this yvear {(and in the future)
will be determinad by just how much
we know (how the fish lives and his
reaction to a changing environment),
AMD what you and | must DO to put
him on the stringer. In other words,
KNOWLEDGE IS THE KEY TO FISH-
ING SUCCESS!

What we must know, and what we
must do, cannot be absorbed in an
easy, quick manner. Wouldn't it be
nice if it could be compressed into a
small white pill, a single dose giving
us the desired results?

| do not wish to be a Killjoy, but all
those ""small white pills" sometimes
proclaimed by tackle manufacturers
and their representatives, may be just
as effective as the sugar pills (place-
bos) prescribed by doctors to a lot of
people. These “pills™ (for a shortcut
to success) may keep an individual
happy, but in no way will they cure the
patient.

In our past talks, | have tried to
point out some of the things we must
know, and what we must DO, if we de-
sire to catch fish consistently when-
ever or wherever we might fish. The
things | have tried to talk about were
also directed toward your becoming a
BETTER fisherman. | can’t provide a
shortcut to success, neither can any-
one digest or learn it all in a short
period of time. However, as you gain
fishing knowledge, each season will
be better than the last. Each of the
“guidelines” | talk about is to improve
your chances for greater fishing suc-
cess and, if understood and put to
use, will move you closer to SATIS-

FACTION, which in truth is the ulti-
mate goal we are after.

Quite often a fisherman has to
learn the hard way about changes in
tactics during the season. This could
be due partly to "teachers™ waiting
until a particular part of the season ar-
rives before discussing it. This is giv-
ing it out in small doses, scattered
over a year's time, and this is not
good on some subjects.

As a structure fisherman (Spoon-
plugger} | try to set myself up some
guidelines from a SEASONAL point of
view. With seasonal guidelines, | am
not likely to forget or have something
| can’t handle slip up on me with a
change in the seasan.

As a case in point, let’s talk about
the seasonal movemnents of bass ina
reservoir (man-made lake). To set this
up, you may ask questions something
like this: “When you were talking
about the early season movement of
bass into the channels and shallows
of the bays and coves, I'd like to know
just where | might find the fish? How
long do they stay, and how shallow do
they mave when they go into the coves?
Where am ! likely ta find the fish most
of the time? In which coves do | con-
centrate my efforts?, " etc., etc.

Those who have heard me talk (or
have read our study material) about
the seasonal movements of bass in
reservairs, should know our guide-
lines say that during the colder per-
iods (late fall, winter, early spring) we
should work the steeper, deeper,
shorter features (structure, breaks,
breaklines) NEAR the deepest water
in the area (the main channel in maost
raservoirs). Then as we approach the
pre-spawn season, we should begin
ta check the bays and coves that have
some sort of channel. The closer we
get to the spawning period, we spend
more and more time on the channels
and shallows of the bays and coves
(feeder streams and “washes™). After
spawning we leave the steep shore-
lines and coves, and concentrate our
efforts on the longer, flatter featuras.

If you read carefully the questions
that were asked earlier, you'll see
they were all directed toward a parti-
cular time of the season (pre-spawn—
spawn). This is fine, but | want to
discuss this to get us a SEASONAL
type guideline. | want this guideline to
eliminate a lot of water; one that will
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PSSST...
CRETS OUT

DSTER TAIL

colors and sizes to take most
freshwater fish.

Give a Rooster Tail a try
and then just try to keep it a
secret.

THEY'LL TAKE A

It seems the most
successful fisherman like to
keep everything under their
fishing caps. Where they
fished, what they used, it's all
been a secret. . . until now!

The Rooster Tail secret is
out. Fish are taking Worden's
Rooster Tails all over the
country. Rooster Tails come in

Worden’s
Lures

For our 1981 catalogue, send 31.00 to Dept.1-J0-3
¥okima Bait Company, P.C. Box 310
Grangar, Washinglon #8932

The tougﬁes:t Bétits :V:ou canhe on ... and the
most effective. Specially designed for salmon
and trout with dazzling patterns and finishes.
Productive ... and mighty tasty.

EPPINGER MEG. CO.

62340 Schaefer Hury
Dearbom ML 48126

ENCLOSED IS $3. RUSH THE SPECIAL FF
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and coves refated to a good produc-
tive warm weather structure. This
means the steeper shorelines, and
the coves, should be as close as pos-
sible to the longer, flatter fealures
used by the fish during the summer.

These warmer weather features
could be along the same shoreline as
the steep shore and the cove; or, they
could be across the main channel (on
the opposite shoreling). In narrow,
cracked reservoirs, the best summer
feature is likely to be on the opposite

| shoreline, whereas in large wide-open

type reservairs the best steeper
shoreline and coves should be on the
same shoreline.

Let's look at a few figures,

Figure 1 is a top view of a turn or
bend in a narrow (not wide) reservoir.
The steeper, deaper shoreling is on
the “autside’ of the turn. The longer,
flatter summer feature (bar) is on the
“inside’ of the bend. The “cove’ {and
feeder channel) is related to the steep-
er shareline. This figure represents
seasonal features—all working a

“Fishermen showld expect the fish (o
make a change from the colder pre-spawn
ardd spawaing season features (in a lakel
i ife fong, warm weather feafures and
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desper shoreline or a cove, a flong
distance from any productive warm
weather bottom features (structure,
breaks, breaklines).

Figure 2 is a top view of a shoreline
section in a big, wide reservair. In this
case the seasonal features are locat-
ed on the same shorelineg; and, “relat-
ed” to each other.

Figure 3 is a top view of asection in
a flatland type reservair, In mast “'flat-
landers™ the main channel will mean-
der down through the flat “boftom
land” and come close to the sharaline
in several places. This in turn will pro-
duce seasonal features close

together in a given area. (Mote there

ara 2 bars to check.)

These three examples (figures) re-
present a “guideline” for the struc-
ture, breaks, breaklines and deep wa-
ter we should be fishing in a reservolr
from a seasonal viewpoint,

Your next question may be, “When
should | expect the figh to change

from the colder pre-spawn and spawn- |
ing season features to the long warm |

weather features and vice versa?"

| doubt if anyone can say “just
when. It will change, as the weather
and water conditions will be different
each year. However, we do have a
seasonal guideling, It says we should
expect a structure change after
spawning activities, and the water
has warmed to greater depths. The
switch back to the steeper. shorter
features will ocour shortly after the
first heavy frost.

It could be you did not “*get’” what |
just said about the seasonal guideling
for structure, breaks, breaklines and
deep water for bass in a reservoir,
This may be due to the fact you do not
fish for bass in man-made lakes, but
spand all your fishing life in “natural”
lakes, The guideline for the relation-
ship between the seasonal fealures
should be applied to all waters you
might fish. In all waters, your thinking
should be that the fish will have short
movements and migrations from the
deeper sanctuary depths during the

calder season. Then, as the warmer |

weather and spawning season ap-
proaches, the movements start and
continue toward the shallower spawn-
ing areas ‘related” to the deeper
sanctuary depths (channels, holes,
slots, ete.). After spawning, the move-
ments will be toward and along the
longer, flatter features (bars, breaks,

breaklines) going ALL THE WAY from |

the sanctuary depths to the shallows.

There are other “'seasonal” guide-
lines you and | can talk about which
will help us be at the right place at the
right time, fishing in the right manner
as the seasons change. Having great-
ar success this year (or the next) may
not come about if we spend too much

el

1

Weéed Invader

Invader :
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~ROAD RUNNER
SPECIAL OFFER! |

Now, you can get: GURLY TAIL
2 ROAD RUNNER MARIBOU -
1 ROAD RUNNER CURLY e~ s
TAIL, 1 ROAD RUNNER . o
SHAD, 1 ROAD RUNNER
LIVING RUBBER, 1 BLAKE. MARIBOU o _
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You can’t fish it wrong
as long as you fish it slow!
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Catch More Bass
With These Tips, con.

atc,) we must consider, down to & |
small area. By doing it this way, | amj
hoping you will not get lost as to|
where you should be spending ycur;
time as the season changes. f
Mow to your questions about the
fish moving toward or into the coves.
During the cold, early, pre-spawn per-
iod we really can’t say where the fish
will be in the cove, ““Where they are”

will be controlled by the weather and ||

water conditions AT THAT TIME. If
conditions are good (stable over a per-
iod of time) some fish could be found
scattered along the shallow shoreline
features. If conditions were marginal
they could be grouped somewhere
along the breaks and breaklines of
the cove channels. If a bad cold front
passes through, it could shove them
out of the cove and feeder stream
channel, all the way back to the main
channel, And, it could be guite a spell
idays) before they start moving back
toward the cove,

A thing to keep in mind about the
early movements into the coves is,
the fish may stay “grouped” and
move along the channel all the way to
the “head"” of the cove without scat-
tering to the shallows along the way.

What all this means is, we have to
check out a cove or bay thoroughly to

see where the fish may be af that ||

specific time.

We can’t predict in advance just
when an activity period (movement)
will ooour, or how long it lasts. How-
ever, our guideling says there should
be only one movement a day, and it
should occur during the middle of the
day—{10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.). Our
guidelines also say our speed control
for the presentation of lures should
e slow (but we have to check it out).
And we may find (due to the cold wa-
ter and the metabolism of the fish) a
smaller lure is better than a large one |
(if we can controf our depth and
spead), and this is especially so if the
bass is a smallmouth.

The fisherman often has problems
deciding which deeper-steeper-short-
er features (structure) to work in the
coldest weather. He also has ques
tions about the coves and bays he
should be working in the early sea-
s0n, pre-spawn and spawning periods.

Our guideline (for the best area
where we have the best chance to
catch a fish) says to spend little time
in a bay (or cove) that does not have
some sort of channel. It also says, we
should pick the steeper shorelines
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reduce the seasonal FEATURES (struc-|||
ture, breaks, breaklines, deep water, Ii'
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