Learning To ‘Read’ Water Tells You Where To Fish

In Any Body Of Water

by BUCK PERRY
Educaftion Editar

Editors Foreword:

Words cannot be found fo stale
how privileged we arg lhat Buck Per-
ry has agreed fo accept the fitle of
Fishing Facts Education Edilor.

E. L. (Buck)} Perry Is the father of
strugture fishing. This modest, soft-
spoken former Physics Professor
from Norlh Carofina State has be-
come a legend in his own lime. His
discoveries aboul the basic move-
mants of fisk have rovolulionized all
fishing, and are the basis of modern
fishing as we know il loday. In addi-
tion, he has given us the vocabulary
of modern fishing by coining such
words as “structure”, "breakline’,
“sanetuary', “migration route’, ele,
To put it mildly, all of today's frash-
walar fishermen owe him & greal
debt.

In June of 1972, Fishing Facts be-
gan publishing a series of arlicles
written by Buch and ltled, "Knowl-
edge fs The Key Tao Fishing Sug-
cess'’. The articles covered many of
the BASIC concepls which lead lo
successful fishing. How fish live, his
habits, his inslingts, his reaclion to
shimuli, how weather and water con-
ditions affect him, and what it takes
o put bim on the stringer, are alf
subjects which can only be an-
swared through KNOWLEDGE. With
the publication of our September
1973 issue the 13th and last arlicle
by this great teacher brought this se-
ries lo a close. We do not consider
the conclusion of this seriez as an
ending. Rather, il is a beginning.

Each month Fishing Facts is intro-
duced fo new readers and subscrib-
ars. Far many of them the subject of
structure fishing will be tatally new
and unheard of. For these new read-
ers we will, from time to time. conlin-

ve to emphasize the very basic con-
cepts of slrocture, fish habits, in-
slincls, efe.

However, for those of yvou who
have already read, studied and ob-
served much of the basic matarial
presented in past issues, it is {ime to
progress, In a sense it is time (o
lzave elementary school and pro-
gress o further study. With this ob-
jective in mind, no one is befter suif-
ed nor more qualified fo lead us
toward thal goal than the "Dean”
and “Daddy” of structure fishing.
Buck Perry himsell.

It is with great pride that we pre-
sent this new series of arficles by
Buck titted "Buck Talks Fishing'. In
this new program he will continue fo
share with us his vas! warehouse of
fishing knowledge, as he presenis
more advanced material.

In order to progress however, the
serfes will begin at a point where the
student showld have a clear under-
standing of basic knowladge and be
able to comprehend the meaning of
the nomenclature used.

ff you &ré a new readsr, may we
sugoaest saveral steps which will al-
low you to “catch up'’ or achieve a
better and more meaningful under-
standing of this new series.

May we suggest thal you:

1. Study a copy of Buck's great
new book, “Spoonplugging, Your
Guide To Lunker Catches”, This
book containg all the basic facts of
fish movements, basic struclures,
basic weather and waler condilions,
bagic presenfation of lures, and
much much mare, This book was 25
years in the making, a guartar cen-
tury of fishing knowledge put down
on paper for the first time so that
fishermen evarywhere could share in

better fish. This bock has just gone
on sale this month, for $8.80 in sol!
cover and $19.90 in hard cover, lim-
ited edition. Avaifable on an uncon-
ditfonal maney back guarantee from
us, Northwoods Pubilishing Cao., Ing.,
P.O. Box 4169, Milwaukee, Wis,
532710.

2. Famiftiarize yoursell wilh our
glossary of terms tilled “Fishing Talk
— Qur Language of Struclure Fish-
fng"”, which can be found near the
baginning of each issue of Fishing
Facts.

3. Reprints of Buck Perry's series
on "Knowledge Is The Key To Fish-
ing Success” are available from us
af 25¢ each. There are thirteen of
them. Order only those you missed,
of course.

No other publication is privileged
o have Buck on iis staff. We hope
this series of articles and all future
issues of Fishing Facts will allew
each fisherman to expand his fishing
horizons te a point where he be-
comes as greal a fisherman as he
wishes to be.

Feor the past several months | have
fravaled thousands of miles over
many States. lishing and observing
fishermen. Most ol lhis time was
spent on Reservoirs (man-made
lakes) rather than Natural lakes, This
was due in part to the fact some of
thege reservoirs had been built since
| was in the area last. In fact, most
all my fishing was in bodies of waler
| had never fished before. These
weare scattered over great distances,
and in some cases only one per
State,

In some of these raservoirs, the
fishing was tough, due lo weather
and waler conditions at lhe tlime.
But. in no case did | find anything of
unusual nature, or conditions that
were unigue, In ane Highland type
lake that was deep and clear, | had
to go to wire ling an the troll before |
had succass. The fish were found on

FISHIMNG FALTS ; 20



Buck Talks cont.
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Buck Talks cont.

me an opportunity to observe a great
number - of fishermen at one time.
Only in one instance was | recog-
nized. | tried to stay clear and ob-
serve. | would not have been on the
lake at that time, if | had known in
advance that a contest was in prog-
ress, :
When talking to the many fisher-

. ‘men, their interest was shown mainly

in the form of ‘questions. These
guestions came in many forms and
on many different subjects. As |
think back over these questions,
they were no different from those |
have heard for most of my life. The
greatest difference was that most
had heard of “structure”. Some.had

-heard of a *cold front”. But, it was

apparent very few knew- what struc-
ture was, and what part it played in
successful fishing. Most were not
aware of the lake make-up, move-
ments of fish, or what part weather
and water conditions played.

The question that stands out most
in my mind was asked by quite a few
fishermen. Little did they know that
their question was a SUMMATION of
all the questions asked on this trip,
as well as those asked down through
the years. The -question was usually
asked in-a statement such as this: *‘I
just don’t understand it. Here you
come onto a lake you have never
‘seen before, and you go straight to
the area, or structure, that produces,

- while I, who considers this ‘My .lake’,

have been drawing a blank on the
areas that have produced for me in
the past. Just how do you do it?”

| couldn’t answer his question; at
that time. There is no short or simple
answer to this question. | could have
explained that | was looking for a
particular typé structure, located in a
particular position.on the lake bot-
tom, at a particular depth, and that |
Jhad to use particular type lures, pre-
sented in a particular manner, in or-
der to catch fish. BUT, this was no
answer to his question, but only the
answer to catching fish on that par-
ticular day, at that particular place

and time. This information would "

have  been worthless. Besides he
would have come right back at me
with, “WHY?" -

He would have said, “Why did you
look for that particular place? Why
were the fish there? Why did the lure
work in that particular case? Why?
Why? Why?

In the first place | .didn’'t go
“Straight”” to the area or structure
that produced. | HAD. TQ FIND IT.
My observations of the lake and its
features gave me a pretty good idea
what was present in the way - of
structure, depths, etc. My observa-
tions of weather and water condi-

tions gave me a pretty good idea of.
the movements of the fish. These ob- -

servations plus knowledge and past
experience gave me a pretty good
idea what | must look for. and how |
must present my lures. | spent little
time in areas or on structures that
did not indicate the presence of fea-
tures | was looking for. When | locat-
ed what | was looking for, | went to
work and found the fish.

At this point, you should see that
the question as to how a fisherman
can go into a strange lake and.come
_up with some answers in short order,
involves a great deal of information.
It demands a ready answer to a great
many questions. 1t demands a great
deal of knowledge that must be un-
derstood, and put together so that
proper interpretation of ‘the fishing
situation can resuit in finding the
fish, and then putting them on the

stringer.
When the BASICS lof fish be-
havior, structure, weather, water,

and lure presentation is fully under-
stood, the fisherman can then put
this knowledge to work and come up
with some answers to the many fish-
ing conditions he is faced with.

Quite often some of us in Fishing
Facts try to cover too much material,

_too fast. At times we are hesitant to

spend time on individual questions
or problems. Probably we try to stick

" too closely to the text, or instruction-

al material — due to the fact, there is
lots to cover, and there is limited

' time and space. Probably we should

take more time on-individual prob-

- lems, and in the long run reach, and

teach more than we would by any
other approach.

In the past, | have stressed ‘‘Struc-
ture” primarily. But structure, al-
though very important, is only one of

the Basic Fishing Facts that you and .

I must be concerned with. Since the
advent of my new book on the basics
‘of fish behavior, structure, weather,
water, and lure presentation, etc. |
feel it is now time for me to change
my approach in these articles. This
change must not only cover the Ba-
sics .(of- fish behavior, structure,

weather, water, and’ lure presenta- °

COMPONENTS

SPLIT RINGS NG
LURE BODIES SINKER |

CAST OR TURNED MOLDS

BEADS
SPINNER BLADES  skirts
WIRE FORMS

Fly-tying tools and materials plus
“fly-fishing and fly-tying books.
"~ Free Catalog.

Reinke Brothers
Fly and Rod Materials

3144 W. GREENFIELD AVE.
MILWAUKEE, WIS. 53215

Guides. ferrules, reel seats,
corks

Jig Heads

Hidden Bay
LODGE AND CAMPS

Sioux Lookout
Northwestern Ontario, Canada
The variety of fishing is an outstand-

"ing feature of the camp which pro-
vides ‘excellent . angling for record
smallmouth bass, walleyed pike, great
northern pike, muskellunge and lake
trout. : i .
A clean, modern wilderness camp.
Great for the family. Excellent fishing
all summer.
KARL & VONNIE REINKE
Box 248, Sioux Lookout
Northwestern Ontario, Canada
Lodge Phone (807) 737-1348

NER
FISH KNIVES

Uniquely designed for effortiess
filleting, gutting, de-tailing, de-
heading, or scaling.

Every knife is expertly made with
balanced, contoured handles that
provide superb gripping qualities.
The transparent handies are per-
manently. bonded to a_ heavy, full,
steel tang. The blades are crafted
of a specially formulated rust-
proof steel that is razor sharp
and will “hold ‘its edge under
long, continued  use. It is un-
atfected by salt water or weather.

P THE FLEXFILLET (o 2

Model #2020
Bilade: 6%” long
Handle: 43" long

This knife combines the flexible
action of the narrow filleting
knife with the versatility of a
broader bilade. it is .ideal for
the heavy duty use of a profes-
gional as well as the weekend

fisherman.
Sheath ‘included. $10.50 pp

Jet-Aer Corp., Paterson, N. J. 07524
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Buck Talks cont.

tionl, but it must also "Tie” all these
facts togeather.

Quite aften when a fisherman gets
a fact now. then later gets another,
still later anothar, by the time he gets
on the water, he has forgatien, ar he
cannot mesh, or tig together, these
facts to come up with an answer o
the condition he faces.

With this thought in mind. let us
for a spell, approach the answer 1o
the major gquestions before the
house. by taking a look at fishing
sifuations, and particular questions.

This ‘“‘guestion-answer’’ series,
will be slightly different from most.
as | WILL ASK THE QUESTIONS.
Remember now, in these discus-
sions. we have two major things 1o
congider. (1) — A fisherman being
able to go to strange waler, and in
shart arder find the fish and make a
catch, (2) — Andfor, although this is
“wour™ lake, you fail to catch fish at
that particular time,

In these discussions, | am going 1o
stick primarily lo Fishing Facts. | am
not going into detail — why one fish-
erman has success. and the other
fails. This is your job. In each fishing
situation, ar gueshions discussed,
you answear the “why'' to both.

You are gaing to fish a "Highland™
reservoir in the central part of the
country, Figure | is a top view of this
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reservair, The dam was built in a
deep rough gorge. All the area in the
lower saction of the lake is steep hil-
Iy country covered with forest. The
lake stretches for miles with deep
COves running in many dirsctions,

This lake is located in a section of
the country where many small
atreams are found. Smasall, clear.
feeder streams enter thae lake in most
every bay, or cove. There are two
main rivers in the upper section that
feed the lake, Cne runs to tha south-
aast into forest-coveraed country, The
other main stream flows out of farm-
ing country to the northeast, Both
majar streams receive about the
same rainfall-each year.

QUESTION: Where would you fish
in this lake?

Interpretation of the fishing poten-
tial of a smaller body of water, be it a
Matural or Artificial Lake, is not too
difficult for the average fisherman. It
iz when he is faced with a BIG artifi-
cial body of water such as Figure 1,
that he begins to run into problems.

Mest fishermen just can't wait to
get on the water whan fishing a
strange lake. Most likely the lake
was reported to be a real “lunker
hole'. Anticipation is at a high pitch,
so he hurries to get fishing. Later,
when his caich is zero, he begins to
wonder if there are any fish in the
water, and probahly he starts lam-

basting those that put out such a
lousy fishing report.

it is a wise fishaerman who will take
the time to study the “lay of the
fand” of a zelected body of waler,
hefore he wets a hook. Taking a little
time to drive arcund a resaervair, ob-
serving the water conditions, the ter-
rain, and the type of bottom condi-
tions likely to exist, is well worth the
time and effort. During this trip, he
can ask all sorts of guestions — of &
lot of psople. He should nevar ask
questions of just a few in a particular
arza, He will not get the true picture.
if he does. By asking many, the true
facts begin to appear, or at least he
begins 1o suspect the true facts.

By this timae, you should be well
aware that there are good conditions
and bad conditions for the fish, and
your ability to fish for them in the
best manner. It should also be ob-
vious to you that you had better do
everything in your powar to look the
situation over and see If you can’l
eliminate some of the water and
coma (o a conclusion that condittans
appear best in this area or that area,
for you to do your fishing. A little
thought should also tell you that-you
gotta stop doing your fishing by wild
guesses; but instead. go aboutit in a
sound intelligent manner. And, if you
do this, you should have the battle at
least half won.

Let us look at Figure 1, and see if




we can draw some conclusions BE-
FORE we go fishing.

You might say, ‘/Yeh, but the dang
thing is so big, and there is so much
water out there. Just where do'| be-
gin to make my study?”

You should break your pre- f|shmg
studies down into three (3) headings
as you go around the lake observmg
and asking questions.

1 — Water color

2 — Available structure

3 — Can it be fished properly"

At this time you do not pay too
much attention to the weather, ex-
cept to note the wind, and its affect
on the different areas. You just fig-
ure the weather won’t be too good,
and the fishing will be tough under
the best of conditions. If you make
the best selection of the area to do
your fishing, good weather then will
just make it better. .

In studying water color, you
should be-aware that most of the
time your main concern will be one
of too much clarity. In some sections
of the country, at certain periods of
the year, you may be faced with wa-
ter being too muddy and you will
need to look for water with more
clarity. But, most of the time you will
be faced with finding an area with
more. dingy water. =

It would appear that down in the
lower section of the lake toward the
dam, (A) the waters would be deep
and clear. This is concluded by not-
ing the forest area, the small clear

streams, and the length of the lake. |

Also, one of the major streams
comes out of hilly forest lands. (B)

The bottom -conditions over most:

of the area would be steep and
rugged. The structures available for
fish migration would be short,
crooked and steep. In fact, they
could be of such nature that you

" would be unable to pin-point any

particular bottom condition as being
a potential migration route.

As is done in most Highland reser-
voirs, the timber was cut and the
land cleared before the dam was fin-
‘ished. Again, as in most, saplings
, and bushes grew up as thick as hair
on a hog’'s back before the lake
filled. These submerged bushes can
cause plenty of trouble in making a
correct presentation of lures.

The main feeder stream to the
. southeast, (B), would be little differ-
ent from that of the main body closer
to the dam. '

The main stream feeding the lake

from the northeast (C), is however
another story. |t was stated that it
flows out of farming country (your
trip .around the lake would show
this). This indicates quite a few
things. It indicates the land in that
area is no longer steep and rugged.
It indicates that the water color will
be better for proper lure presenta-
tion, richer and dirtier. In all proba-
bility the water covers some former
farming lands. This means better

structure and cleaner bottoms. It

should contain structure that you
can SEE, such as long bars, flats
with channels, islands, humps, or
old roadbeds . — none of which
would be seen in the steep, rugged,
forest country.

The third point, ““‘Can it be fished
properly”, is something you can't
ever overlook; but if you do a good
job on the first two, you will most

likely find-the “workable" areas. The,

relationship between them is too

great to miss.

THE NORTHEAST ARM (C) WOULD
BE THE AREA TO FISH?

At this point you may ask, “Which

of the three things listed, would you
consider the most 'important?”
Without a moment’s hesitation |
would say. your water color observa-
tion would be the most important.
After this statement, you might
come back and say, “What if | find

- the best water color in the deep

steep sections of the reservoir?’’
OK, let’'s assume that you find the

best water color in the lower section

due to seasonal rains or runoff

(Spring mostly). You would probably

be wise in fishing this area, although
it is steep ‘and deep with little pro-
nounced structure, and proper lure
presentation would be difficult. You
are not entirely ‘‘dead” due to the
fact the fish may be up and moving
at this particular time. Your inter-
pretation of structure, and your pre-
sentation of lures-wouid not have to
be as precise or ‘“‘right on the mon-
ey’ under these conditions.

You must keep in mind that these
normally ‘“too clear’ areas, with all
of their questionable bottom condi-
tions, are not entirely void of fish.
We know the fish are there. It is just
a question that for most of the time
there will not be sufficient move-
ments, or migrations, or we cannot
fish .it well enough to make contact.

If you should find one of these deep

gorge areas with a decent water ¢ol-

3

- fish,

~skunked.

or, you should fish it — even with all
its “toughness” — for you can bet
the fish haven’t been disturbed or
harvested.

Each Spring, | fish a particular

reservoir in ‘eastern Tennessee for

smallmouth bass. The lake is very
similar to Figure 1. It is during this -
period that the lower steep section
has good water color. | have ho trou-
bie making a good catch. BUT, when

- and if | fish this lake at any other pe-
. riod of the year, | head directly to the

“dirty” arm that comes out of flatter
farming lands. For most of the year, |
could beat my brains out in the lower -
section (A) and still not: make a de-
cent catch.

So you should see just taking the
time to select the "area .in which to
is a practical answer to the
questions of why one guy makes a
catch, and the other guy gets

Until next time, let me ask you a
questlon for your conS|derat|on and
study.

QUESTION: You have fished a
particular lake for quite some time.
You have found some good bars,
and -humps. that produce for you
when the weather cooperates. The
water level stays rather constant, but
low and. behold, you return to the
lake after a short absence, and you
find the water level is-three to four
feet lower than you had ever seen it:
The weather is fine. You fish your fa- -
vorite spots for several days, and for
all’ practical purposes you should
have been home mowing the lawn —
as far as catching any fush What

happened? .
BUCK v =

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE

FREE
CATALOG

NEW 1974
EDITION
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@ Herter's 1974 free catalog, over 100
pages, Fishing, Fish Finders, Hunting,
Archery, Camping, Clothing, Foods, Re-
‘loading tools and supplies, Boats, De-
‘coys, - Traps, Gun stocks, Snowmohlles,
Mini-Bikes, Much- more. Many items not
available elsewhere.

o If you want the BEST at the Best
prices write for your catalog today!

~_Address Dept. C 9 ~
HERTER'S INC. 5557 WASECA, MINN. 56093
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