{Mov. "86) we reviewed several of aur

thoughts regarding weather and wa-
ter conditions, and how they may influ-
ence a fisherman's success on the water.
To recap briefly: many of you have heard
me say, in one form or ancther, that
weather and water conditions can mess
up a day's fishing, a month's fishing and,
at times, mess up a whole season.

Our fishing guideline states that where
a fish starts from (depth), how far he
moves toward the shallows and how long
he stays (active or at certain depths) is
dependent upon or controlled by the
weather and water conditions at the time
of the activity. All this boils down to is our
degres of fishing success will be deter-
mined by the conditions of weather and
water. However, | must be quick to add
— provided we know where to look for
the fish under different weather and
water conditions.

Last month's discussion was a quick
review of our guidelines for wvarious
waather and water. But now let’s look at
some guestions and situations to see if
our thoughts on this subject are fully
understood. There may be some situa-
tions included where you may have to do
some '‘reviewing” of the section on
“Weather and Water" in the home study
material. Howsver, since this report is a
review of our thoughts on the subject, I'll
throw in some comments that may help
the cause. I'm going to be quite repeti-
lious in some areas — on purpose.
QUESTIOM: You are fishing a lake for the
first time. You plan to spend the whole
day casting your favorite lures to visible
“breaks’ such as weeds, slumps, bushes,
rocks, all stick-ups.”" Give some reason
why this may not be a wise game plan,
BUCK'S COMMENT’S: The obvious rea-
son for this not being a wise move is the
fact a fish may not be caught all day. Most
importantly, the fisherman will not know
anymore about the lake at the end of tha
day than when he started.

Othar thoughts:

1. The "stick-ups" may not be on or even
near a structure situation the fish use in
their movements and migrations,
2, The weather conditions may be such
that no fish will move shallow enough to
be near a visible weed, rock, bush, stc.
3. The water color may be so clear no fish
will venture near a visible break,
4. If you wera a true structure fisherman
(Spoonplugger) you wouldn't be having
such a screwball plan in the first place.
QUESTION: You have just bought an ex-
pansive temperature meter. You already
own an instrument that measures the ox-
ygen content of the water. You spend the
major part of your day trying to find water
with a perfect temperature and adequate
oxygen content. (Most of the time one or
the other was off.) But finally you find a
section of water which the instrumants
continued
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say is perfect for catching fish,

You throw everything in your tackle box

at the area, bul no fish. What is wrong?
What didn't you do to improve your
chances for catching fish?
BUCK'S COMMENT'S: The fealures of
the bottom are the guides as to where the
fish will be found In a given area in a body
of water,

To the structure fishermen {Spoonplug-
ger) this means "structure situations”
(structure, breaks, breaklines, deep
water). To catch fish consistently when-

ever and wheraver we might fish, we can-
not use such things as water temperatura,
oxygen content, etc. as a guide to where
the fish might be. The fish do not roam
all over the lake seeking water with a cer-
tain temperature or oxygen conlent. A fish
can adjust to changes in its environment
and never kncw or give a thought as to
whether it was good or bad.

As fishermen it would be nice if every-
thing was “'right" for the fish when we find
them, They would probably be so active,
even sloppy interpretation and lure pres-
entation would still get some fish on the
stringer,

What you didn't do to improve your

What a
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chances was throw a couple more things
into the lake.

QUESTION: How do you look at water
color?

BUCK'S COMMENT'S: Water color is pul
into five categories:

1. Clear

2. Yellow-green

3. White-sandy

4. Red-sandy

5. Brown-cypress

To understand a particular siluation
better, we have classified the above list
in the order of *goodness’’ (most produc-
tive) when fishing. That is, water that
gives the best movements of fish, great-
est quantity and guality, and greater ease
in the catching.

1. White-sandy (milky)
2. Red-sandy

3. Yellow-green

4. Brown-cypress

5, Clear

Please note the position of “'clear”

water,
QUESTION: A fisherman said: "'l find |
have better luck fishing clear waters
where | can sae the brush or weed beds
to fish. This tells me your darker water
theory is all wat."”

(1) What do Figures 1 and 2 represent
to you? (2) Do you think the fisherman
would be lost if he couldn't see any “'stick-
ups?" (3) How many casls do you think
he has made to visible objects that never
produced a fish?

BUCK'S COMMENT’S: The first thing the
figures suggest to me is these side views
are of a ‘structure situation' — a bottom
feature the fish use in their movements
and migration,

1. Flgure 1 suggests the water is clear
and with the weather present the move-
ment of the fish is to a breakline at 20 feat.
Flgure 2 reprasents a more dingy water
color and the fish have moved to a stlump
at 12 feet with THE SAME WEATHER
CONDITION.

2. The fisherman would probably not
know what “breaks" to fish if he couldn’t
see them. If he works only the visible
stick-ups, sooner or later he will fish one
located “on structure,” and during a good
wealher and water condition. (A blind hog
will come aross an acorn occasionally.)

Wonder what he would do in a body of
water where there were no brush or weed
bads?

3. This would be anyone's guess but
probably during most of his fishing career
he's come off the lake with an empty
stringer.

QUESTION: Bcth lakes in Figure 3 have
aboul the same depth, features and bot-
tom conditions. The weeds go to the 510
&-foot depth in one and to 12 to 14 feet
in the other. Which lake should be more
productive? Why?

BUCK'S COMMENT'S: The best lake
should be the one where the weeds go
to the 5 or &-foot depth. The water color
has an effect on the weed growth. In the



case of the lake with less weeds, the
water color is probably a dark yellow-
green, The other lake with the weeds to
12 to 14 feet is clear,

QUESTION: Figure 4 represents a typical
weather map found in most newspapers.
{1) Do you think it wise to check a
weather map if you plan to go fishing in
the next couple of days? (2) What are the
fishing possibilities in Indiana for the naxt
couple of days?

BUCK'S COMMENT'S: When you and |
gao fishing, the degree of success will de-
pend upon the weather conditions pres-
ent. This is not idle chatter, and our best

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 3 - Both
lakes have abonr the
scwme depih, features,

cireed Beattom condi-

tems, The weeds go
o about the 5.6 foat
deph in one and o
f2-14 jeet in the
other. Which lake
should be more pro--
ductive? Why?
fArswer gheen in oo-
commanying article, )
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Frevailing weather and water conditions can significantly influence o day's fishing,

bet is to know what weather conditions
are good, and those that are bad.

How active or how deep the fish rmight
be is primarily controlled by the weather.
Our “guideline™ as o weather is built
around the cold front, For most all of the
fishing season the period BEFORE a cold
front can have the fish active and mow-
ing toward the shallows, {Cloud cover —
darker conditions.) The period AFTER a
cold front can have the fish deep and/or
daorrant (clear, bright skies). And this un-
favorable period for the fisherman can
hang around for days. In general, the

contintad

FIGURE 2

a month's fishing and. ar times, a whole season's results,
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weather patterns in the United States
move from west 1o east,

1. Being able to predict the type of
weather likely to be present during a
fishing trip is very important. It could be
the trip should be delayed until things
look better.

2. The weather map shows a cold front
passing through Indiana. The nexi cou-
ple days the wind is likely 1o be high and
the fish deep and inactive.
QUESTION: Figures 5A and 5B are side
views of different fishing situations. Fig-
ure 5A is a clear, shallow, weed-infested
lake. The “open'’ waler is only slightly
deeper than the depth under the weeds
{12 feet). Figure 5B is a side view of a
section in a lake which has depths greater
than 25-30 feet in several spots. The
reports say both lakes contain plenty of
fish,

You plan to fish one of these lakes for
two days (Friday and Saturday). The
weather reports say a cold front will pass
through no later than Thursday. Question;
Which lake should you fish?

BUCK'S COMMENT'S: |'d ask myselfl a
few questions such as: Which body of
water is likely ta have the best waler col-
or? In which body of water will | ba able
to get lures to the fish? Where am | likely
to lind more “'stable” conditicns? In
which body of water are the fish likely to
be active enough (to catch) on Friday or
Saturday?

QUESTION: Study Figures 6A and 8B,
{1} It the water were clear, how much time
would you spend fishing a situation as
shown in Figure 6AT (2) If you were
fishing such a situation (84A) in the head-
waters of a flatland reservoir, what should
you do if no fish are caught? (3) If 6B
represents a side view of a nice ridgelike
bar, what would you do if this bar was po-
tentially good and it was the second or
third day after a bad cold front?
BUCK'S COMMENT'S: 1. This would de-
pend upon there being no "'drop-off*
available that occurred deeper. If this
was all that was avallable, then the
season, weather and water conditions
would determine how much time would
be spent.

Mare fishing time would be spent work-
ing tha situation in the colder part of the
seasan than in the warmar. Maore time
would be spent if the weather was dark,
rather than light.

More time would be spent in the warm-
er waather early and late in the day than
would be spent in the middle of the day,
2. This situation indicates there exists in
the lake a deeper “'drop-off.” If no fish are
caught in a situation such as Figure 6A
{8-loot drop-off) it means the weather and
walter conditions presenl prevent a move-
ment of flish this shallow. This means the
fisherman must move down the lake
whare the drop-off is deeper,
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3. Anchor the boat and keep casting the
drop-off until a fish {or group of fish)
appeared.

QUESTION: Figures TA and 7B are side
views of portions of a lake, There exists
a school of fish in each area. (1) Where
would you place the fish if the weather
and water conditions weren't good?
BUCK'S COMMENT'S: The question
does not say whether 1o place the fish al
a “sancluary” depth (before movement)
or place them someplace on the route to
the shallows. We'll assume the water col-
or is the same.

1. If we are talking about the sanctuary
depths during a “'not good'” weather and
water condition, then in the first figure
{25-foot depth) we would place them in or
very near the deepest water,

In the second figure (7B) we would
place them someplace between the 30
and 60-foot depth. If the weather was ex-
tremely unfavorable for fishing (after a
bad cold front) and the waler was clear,
then we could place them al or near the
60-foot depth.

If we are talking about placing them
AFTER movement, then under a "'not

FIGURE 4 - Typical weather
map found in newspapers.

FIGURE 5B - Side view of
o seetion inoa lake which has
depths greater than 25-30 feet
in severad spors. Both fakes
have plenty of fish. Weather
reports say a cold front wilf
pass throwgh the area a day
ar mwe before you fitend to
Sish one af these lakes, Which
fake showld vou choose ¥

FIGURE 54 - Side view af a clear,
shallow, weed-infested lake.

FIGURE 6A & 68 - [f ithe warer was elear, how much time would you spend fishing
el gituetion as shewn in Figuee 84" {Answer given in ariicle.)

FIGURE 7A & 7B - Side views of pm‘_tfms .E{.f- a lake. A school of ﬁ:! exisis in each
ared. Where wonld yvou place the fish if the weather and water conditions weren 't good ?



good” condition the fish in the first figure
{25 feet) could be placed near 20 feet.
The same could be done for the second
figura (60 feet).

The guestion still remains, what does
“not good" really mean? Our best bat is
to not say where the fish will be at any
time, but understand that the fish may
not come to us, so we have to go to
them.

The fish in the lake with the 60-foot
waler (Figure 7B) have a more slable
condition sconer, become more aclive
sooner, and more catchable sooner; that

is, if you know where and how 10 go down
after them.
QUESTION: Figure 8 i5 a side view of a
“har’ that has featuras an the bottom at
certain depths. (1) How many places
would you expect to find fish? (2) How
deep would you fish on an average fishing
day? (3) Would the fish aver be deepar
than the "drop-off''?
BUCK'S COMMENT'S: 1. There are five
places where the fish could be found at
some lime or other. They are pointed out
in the figure. Which one they stopped at
continued

FIGURE 8 - Thix
view of an underwater
“har'” has featres
o the Boltow @i ver-
tain depths, How
many places wonld
vou expect to find
fish? {Try to answer
guestion; then refer ia
arficle for answer.)

FIGURE 9 - Sidy

wigw and fop view of
e same loke area.
Fram a seasonal
point of view, where
waonld you expect 1o
JSind the fish —

8 (a) colder seasem?

S (b} wermer season?

FIGURE 10 - You
fave heard the best

+ fime to fish this lake
is early in the morn-
ing or late in the
evening. You fish it
for three howrs early
and three hours late,
but catch ne fish,
Semeone else fishes @
the same way you did
for three hours in the
middle of the day and
made o fire carch.
Did the time of year
have @ bearing on the
results?
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(before turning back) on migration to-
wards the shallows weould depend upon
the weather and water conditions at
the time of the movement.

2. | would keep checking the deeper
breaks until | found the fish or had waorked
the drop-off (last breakline). | would have
no guidelines below this paint, so it would
be betler tb walt al the despest recogniz-
able spol where the fish would be on
movaement ta or on the structure.

3. Undar bad cold front conditions and
clear water, the structure fisherman
would expect the fish-to be deeper than
the drop-off.

QUESTION: You have recently moved to
an area where access is had o quite a
few “natural” (glacial) lakes. You have
been informed that all the lakes have
good fish populations. You desire to do
your fishing where vou have the best
chance to catch a fish, What would you

FIGURE 11 - If vem
were o fish in a Ay
“lake chatn, ' showld =Ty
Vol concentrale o
efforts in just one
lake in the ¢haln
witheut looking the
others aver carefully!
(See Buck Perry's
CORURERIS M aoeom-
panying article.)

Jeri Perry (right) and Gertie Evamme dis-
play a good catel af bass made while
[fishing with huxbanes, Buck Perry and
Herb Kramme.
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consider o be the twoe maost impaortant
things ta look for in the lake?
BUCK'S COMMERNT’'S: Some may think
access to the lake is important. (I agree.)
Some would think the amount of traffic
would be important. (This, too, | agree.)
I'm sure some fisherman would desire a
good weed cover. (I pass.) The two most
impartant things to leok for are: (1) water
color and (2) some deep water,

Think about this.
QUESTION: Figure 93 is a side view and
a top view of the same area. From a sea-
sonal point of view, whare would you ex-
pect to find the fish — (a) colder season?
{b) warmer season?
BUCK'S COMMENT'S: Here again we are
concerned with a seasonal change in
weather and water conditions.

The structure fisherman’s guideline as
1o the most productive “structure’” {from
a seasonal poinl of view) is: the move-
ment of fish to the shallows will be by a
shorter roule in the colder parl, and a
longer route in the warmer. That is, short

structure in colder, longer slructure in
warmer,

In certain limited areas a question s
raised at times by fishermen whe fish all
seasons of the year. The guestion in-
valves “light'” considerations and move-
ments of the fish In the colder part of the
season (winter). The question is mostly
— ""What cloud cover is likely to give the
bast movements during the cold season
{late fall, winter, early spring)?"

There are several things to be consid-
ered here during this colder period: (1)
The sun has moved south and the direct
rays penetrating the water are no longer
the same as during the warmer season,
(2) Fish are more dormant due 1o temper-
ature (cold-blooded animals). (3) Cold
fronts are more frequent. (4) Unstable
water conditions due to changes in
tempearature.

Due to these factors it would appear the
best movermeants would oceur during the
“better’’ weather conditions. To mosl

fishermen this would mean days of less
cold and less stormy, cloudy, changing
weather conditions. It would be little dif-
ferent than the areas with frequenlt cold
fronts talked about earlier — longer
periods of “nice" stable weathar would
get fish moving.

QUESTION: You have heard the best
time to fish the lake shown in Figure 10
is early in the morning or late in the eve-
ning. You fish it for three hours early and
three hours late, but catch na fish, Same-
ong else fished itin the same way you did
for three hours in the middle of the day
and made a fine catch,

Do you think the time of year had a
bearing on the resulls?

BUCK'S COMMENT'S: First off, it ap-
pears we are concerned here with a
weather and waler condition from a sea-
sonal point of view. One Spoonplugger’s
(structure fisherman's) "“guideling” says
if the fish do not move in the early morn-
ing, do not leave the lake between the
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Anath-
er “guideling” says in the colder part of
the season (late fall, winter, early spring)
the fisherman should expect one mave-
rment of fish to occur, and o expect it in
the middle of the day. In the warmer part
of the season (summaer) he should expect
two movements to occur if there is no
weather or water change during the day.
One of the movements (aclive periods)
should occur in the early morning, the
other one in the evening or at night.
Another guideline says the change from
one movement to two occurs after the
spawning period. The switch from two
back to one occcurs after the first heavy
frost, If you keep these guidelines in mind
you may not spand too much time whean
and where you shouldn™.

QUESTION: If you and | were ging to fish
in a “lake chain” (Figure 11), do you
think we should “'get marriad” to just one
lake in the chain withoul looking the
others over carefully?

BUCK'S COMMENT'S: Before consider-
ing fishing just one lake in a lake chain,
some things should be considerad,

All lakes in a lake chain will not be the
same. There will be differancas in shape,
depth, structure situations, water color,
interpretation (easy or difficult), presen-
tation of lures [easy or difficult) and the
amount of catchable fish.

Most lake chains will have a lake that
has a lot of good features while others will
have mostly those that are bad. Where
lake chains exist, they are likely to con-
lain a species of fish that has a seasonal
migration from one lake to another. This
should also be considered before “get-
ting married” 1o just one lake in the chain,

Before choosing a lake o fish, a good
fisherman will check all of them for the
best features and conditions. He'll check
contour maps (if available), talk to locals
and, when possible, drive around each
and have a look. All of them could be
checked “'on the water."<"=3



