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Here are some pointers on Florida fishing waters
that should help make a visiting bass fisherman’s
trip more enjoyable and rewarding.
by Buck Perry, Education Editor

bout the time it begins to get

cold up north, some folks begin

to get wise and start thinking

like a duck! As a consequence,
we receive lots of requests for information
concerning lakes and bass fishing in Flor-
ida. At times we are able to provide infor-
mation on a particular body of water (if the
letter writer asks for it—and we know any-
thing about it), but in most instances, our
best advice is to remind them of the fact
that a basgs in Florida is no different from a
bass up north,

For those who know the "structure fish-
erman’s” (Spoonplugger’'s) guidelines, we
can at times recommend a certain lake that
will provide features (structure, breaks,
breaklines, deep water, etc.) which give
them a better chance for consistent suc-
cess and, at the same time, give them a
chance to “get one for the wall."”

Too often, bass fishermen visiting Flori-
da for the first time forget Florida has
changing weather just as other parts of the
country, especially in the colder part of the
season. It may not be as severe as in other
parts, but the reaction of the fish to the
changes can be the same. Factors that
make the changes just as bad are the
depths and conditions found In the lakes,

Some Florida lakes are large. and some
are small. Most are rather shallow when
compared to natural lakes in some northern
areas. Many are infested with some type
weed, and most have soft or dirty bottoms.
These things can create problems undear
any type "“weather.” Let it change for the
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warse (just unstable) and mast fishermean
start having trouble making a catch,

If a fish does not have the depth of water
to help offset a bad weather condition, it
can become MORE dormant for a loenger
pariod of time than a fish with deep water
available. A fish is a cold-blooded craature,
and “depth" iz the only good sanctuary he
has from a changing environment.

If the fish becomes dormant under or in
the weeds, not only is he "non-chasing,”
but in most cases the fisherman is not like-
Iy to get the lure (or bait) close enough, or
lang encugh to make contact.

Working the bottom is very important in
getting an inactive fish to “take." If the bot-
tom is soft or dirty, our lure presentation is
limited to a great degree. If we can't control
the depth and speed as desired, we are not
likely to get the fishing results desired.

All I've said thus far hasn't changed the
facts one iota from the Morth, East or Wast.,
All I've done is try to make you aware that
just because it's Florida {or any other state),
the picking’s aren't likely to be any easier
than any other place. However, there are
some things we can point out about Florida
flshing waters that should help make your
vizit more enjoyable and more rewarding as
far as bass fishing is concernead.

Some of the Florida fishing spots could
be classified as just small, shallow sink-
hole “pends™ with cantinued

Right. Fishing Facts Educarion Editor,
Buck Perry, with several good size “keepers.”’
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weeds to a certain degree, There is
nat much to be pointed out about
these that weuld add anything or be
of any help.

As stated, most Florida "fakes’
{large or small} are shallow, have soft
ar dirty bottoms which make them dif-
ficult to woark, and the weather isn’
always goocd. However, you and |
MUST establish some helpful guide-
lines (for successful fishing) regard-
less of the lake size or its condition,
With this thought in mind, let's try to
establish some guidelines directed
foward, and for, most ALL Flarida
“fakes' (not the small, so-called sink-
hole “ponds').

The structure fishermen's (Spoon-
plugaer's) basic guideline says the
fish will spend the greater part of
their time someplace in the deep or
deepest water in the area being fished
—due o conditions of weather, or
water, or both, It also says we must
use the fealures (structure, breaks,
breaklines) of the bottom as our guide
as to where the fish will be found, To
cohsistently catch the fish we must
present our lures (or bait) on, andfor
around these bottom features. And
we must not farget MOST of the time
when the fish leave the deep water
{become activel, they will not trave! alf
the way to the shoreline shallows,

These parts of the BASIC guideline
should indicate to all the FIRST infor-
mation (or knowledge) to determine is
where the deep waler exisls ina lake
we choose fo fish.

Figure 1 is a top view of a portion of
a shallow Florida lake. In this case the
deep water (or deepest water in the
area, and probably the only deep
water in the whole lake) is in an area
where the sand has been pumped out
to build up a shoreline building lot.
There are instances where a deeper
section (hole) has been created by
pumping water for irrigation or sand
for a bathing beach,

Quite often, a wall has been built
alang the shoreline to hold the
pumped-out sand. These walls are
easy to see, and the areas should be
checked out. At times the hole or slot
may be a short distance out in the
lake. At other times it may lie so close
to the shoereline you may miss it en-
tirely—thinking you are getting too
shallow,

If a “grove" (orange grove, etc.)
comes close to the lake, you should
check cut the depths along the or-
chard, Al times you can see the irriga-
tion eguipment or pipes leading into
the water, Most of the time the break-
lings or sudden drops into these

v

pumped-out holes can be “‘sharp”
{fast breaking). Whatever the reason
for deeper water, our guideling in
fishing a lake of this type successful-
ly is to find the deep or deepest watar
in the lake.

Figure 2 is a top view showing the
conditions found in many Flarida
lakes. Most of the lake bottom is
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shallow, flat, and dirty. It may have on-
ly one deeper slot as shown, but it
could have several. Theze deeper sec-
tians were probably caused by some
type “sink-hole™ or spring. A lake
could have drained completely in the
past (due to the sink-hole) and when
filled again we have a slot or slots,
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FIGURE I— Top view of a poriton of a shallow Florida lake, There are instances where
a deeper secifon fholed has been created by pumping water for irrigation or sand for ¢
bathing beach, Bass fishermen should note such ploces carefidiy,
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FIGURE 2—Conditions found in many Florida lakes. Most of the lake bottom is
shallow and flat. It may have only one deeper siod as shown, but & could have several.
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FIGURE 3—This lake
type appears i be o greel
big “saucer-fike"’ thing

.- o 8 SETRation that can
create some real probiems
Sor the average fishermman
if the shalfows fail to
produce fish.

Jeri Wallace hoists 1wo
hig bass that she cawght
after being shown whal a
good [rierprefalion can
mean o a beginner
Sisherman, Jeri's largest
hasy to dare is a 10
pounder (shawn ).
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with “breaklines.” At times the
breakline or drop-off around these
deeper holes or slots can be rather
sharp, Please note depths shown in
Figure 2 carefully.

Suffice to say, the deeper holes and
slots are our guides to where the fish
will be found for most of the season,
especially during bad fishing condi-
tions, In the past and in our study
material, we have talked aboul how to
fish (how to present lures) in situa-
tions such as this—and as in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a ltop view of a typical
Florida lake. {l suggest you keep your
eyeballs on this figure as we talk))
This type situation appears to be a
great big “saucerlike” thing. The
depths may change slightly, have a
different shape, and there may be
some slightly deeper water spots, but
averall, this figure provides a satisfac-
tory guideline when fishing Florida
lakes—especially the larger ones.
This type situation can create some
problems for the average fisherman if
the shallows do not produce— which
they won’t the majority of the lime.

The shallow water vegetation nor-
mally does not go very deep—if you
have chosen the right water color
(preferably off-color ar dingy) and the
lake hasn't become infested with hy-
drilla, trash weeds, etc. In most lakes
the weeds should 'peter out™ by the 4
ar 5 foot depth. The bottoms are
rather flat, in fact they are so flat we
may have trouble finding where any
breaklines or sudden depth changes
exisl; or just how they “'break."”

Normally, when talking about a
breakline in a figure, | show just one
breakline (this being the breakline
where there exists a sudden or more
rapid increase in depth) although
there is normally a second breakling
below this where there occurs a maore
rapid decrease in depth {going toward
shallower water). In Figure 3, | have
shown the two breaklines, One is the
lop of the “break™ (more rapid in-
crease in deplh) and the other is the
bottom {more rapid decrease in
depth). The area beyond the “botlom”
breakline is flal. As far as we are able
to find out there is no deeper water
(hales, slots, el in the lake.

In many Florida lakes where a break-
line exists there is usually only a
gradual increase in depth from the
top of the "break"” (where it starts to
break deeper—9 to 10 feet in the ac-
companying figure) to the bottom of
the “break’ {(whare the bottom flat-
tens out again—11 to 12 feet in the
figure), and the tofal increase in depth
is small. In many instances, the total



increase in depth may be less than 2
feet over a distance of 50 feet or
more, In some places the sudden in-
crease in depth may be sharper but
you have lo be wide awake to note
where it occurs. However, these
“sharper breaks’ are impartant KEYS
to the fishable spots.

You should note | have indicated
depths on the figure. For all practical
purposes the depths shown will hald
true for a great many Florida lakes,
Heow far the 9-10 foot breakline (top) is
from the shoreling will vary. In some
lakas it can ba a quarter mile from the
weedling, The distance belween the
top of the break (9-10 ft.) to the bottom
of the break (11-12 ft.) may be 50-100
feet (you have lo check il out). We
always hope we can find a deeper and
sharper break but in most cases, il
can't be found,

Figure 4 is a side view of our typical
Florida lake (Figure 3). | am not add-
ing a new Florida lake guideline. I'm
combining the typical lake features
{Figure 3) with the deeper slot
features (Figures 1 & 2) In a side view.
You should note | use the same depth
figures. These depth figures could
change slightly, but overall they are
close enough. You also note we did
nol indicate a figure for the distance
between the features of the boltom,
These change {from lake o lake, but
we should not expect the distance be-
tween the different features to
change very much in the same lake.

Cur first job is to find out how and
whare the fish are moving, This
means we must check oul the shal-
lows by casting or trolling. If we
decide to go with trolling, we should
first troll the weedline with the appro-
priate size lures. Then we would
spend some time checking the
depths belween the weedline and the
9-10 foot breakline.

Without too much time lost (if we
didn't make contact with the fish) we
would proceed 1o work the breakline
al the top of the "break’ (810 ft.).|f
the bottom is hard, we should bump
the bottom part of the time. However,
we may be forced te eliminate the
bumping lure entirely, as many times
the bottom will be soft sand, mud, or
muck, and the lure digs under this ma-
terial and the fish are unable to get
hold of it. Being unable to “bump"” the
lure creates problems getting “inac-
tive” fish to strike—we may have to
exercise patience for the fish o
become active enough to take a free-
swimming lure.

Al times each trolling pass along
the breakline can be quite long. After
a few passes the length or section of
the breakline to work may be set by
the breakline "petering out,” by the
shape of the lake, or even by the wind.

continued
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FIGURE 4 shows a simall, deeper slor (12-14 f1. depth) on the flat bevond the deeper
breakline, These areas showld nor be passed up, especially in bad weather when the fish

are fof miieraiing fo shatlower water,

Brass wp North, "—Buck Perry

“Cher best advice is to remind fishermen that @ bass in Florida is no different from a
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After you have familiarized yourself
with the lake, the trolling run lengths
will be established primarily where
you calch the fish. In smaller bodies
of water, you may find il wise for each
pass to go all arcund the lake until the
area that produces fish has been es-
tablished. Establishing the length of
the trolling pass is no big deal. Pretty
soon you will have it establishad with-
out thinking too much about it.
Since the "break" is so gradual and
not well-defined, you may have diffi-
culty following the breakline during a
trolling pass. The best way to follow
the breakline {with a depth meater) is
to establish the depth where the
breakline (top) occurs (9, 9% or 10 ft.
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in our drawing), With this established,
say 9 feet, the breakline can be fol-
lowed by easing the boat in until this
depth {9 ft.) shows up on the depth
sounder. Slowly head the boat deaper
until you see a change— say 10 fest,
Then “slowly” turn back until the 9
fool depth appears, et¢. Again, siowly
turn deeper until the 10 foot depth ap-
pears, etc. This means the lure will be
bumping bottom part of the time, and
running free part of the time (what we
want). The trolling pass may look
crooked as a snake, bul never mind,
the break is so minute and gradual,
the lures will be in good position.

To follow the breakline and keep
lures in position without a depth

I vou addd these Morida lake puidelines (o vour resular .Sﬁnrmpfu;mw 5 g:un‘{r.l'rnﬁ.
Yo' have It made whenever or wherever yon niight fish: in that siate and on smaller

tvpe warers, '—Buck Perry
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sounder is not difficult either. With
the proper lure size and line length
you can establish where the “break"
starts. You should get the lure bump-
ing lightfy on the flat, and head to-
ward deeper water, When the lure runs
free, a sudden or more rapid increase
in depth has occurred. This is true,
because a bollom bumping Spoon-
plug will keep walking "downhill” if
the Increase In depth remains con-
slanl. To follow the breakline with
lures in position, you make the troll-
ing pass just like you should when
running the shoreline. That is, move
in until the lure starts bumping. then
slowly turn deeper until it runs free.
Then slowly lurn back, etc., etc. (I'll
add more on the subject of trolling
line length and lure sizes, elc. injusta
moment.)

After the length of the breakline
has been established and the 9-10
foot depth zone (breakline) has been
worked theroughly (several trolling
passes while checking varlous
speeds), then the slope of the break is
worked with deeper running luras,
with the concentration of effort at the
“bottom’ breakline (11-12 ft. depth).
To keep lures in position, the trolling
passes on the slope and at the deeper
breaklineg will be made as we did al
the "“top™ breakline (8-10 f1.)

Marmally, wilh a medium size line
(17 1b. test No-Bo Trelling Ling) the
top of the breakline can be checked
with a 250 Series Spoonplug with a
ling length of 3 colors, or 80-90 feet,
and 200 Serigs Spoonplug with a
shorler line. A little practice will show
just how mueh line is needed to ob-
tain the right lure position. We can let
out enough line to get the lure bump-
ing, then quickly reel in enough line to
get the lure barely skipping the high
spats or slightly above the bottom,

In Figure 4 you will nole we have a
small, deeper slot (12-14 1. depth)) on
the flat beyond the deeper breakline.
At times there is a slightly “sharper
break™ here. In this case these areas
cannot be passed up in bad weather,
and when the fish are not migrating to
shallower water. In this situation, if
the shallows and breaklines do not
produce over a period of time, we
must present lures in this slightly
deeper section, if present. (You check
to sea if it exists, but don’t spend too
much time out on that big flat, wan-
dering around like a lost soul) We
choose lure size and line length to
work it.

In all our trolling passes along
these long breaklines {and the slope
area between them) when contact is



made with a fish, a floating marker
should be thrown and the boat posi-
tioned (anchored) for c¢hecking the
area by casting. Two siyle lures
should be used in fan-casting to
check out various lure speeds, For
the faster speads we will use a sink-
ing free-running and bottom-bumping
diving plug with a steady retrieve. For
the slower speeds we will use a
"lump type" lure (jig, soft plastic,
spoon, etc.).

We should check out the faster
speeds first. If additional fish are
present, this will keep them in a com-
petitive, fast action mood longer—
thus morea fish. If we start off casting
a slow type lure (jump type) we may
miss a lot of fish—they “cocl” off. I
the faster speed lure does not pro-
duce, then we cover the area with the
slower jump type lure. If our “fan”
casting efforts produce no additonal
fish, we resume our trolling runs, But,
we do not remove the floating marker,

In Florida, as elsewhere, many live
bait fishermen “'scak™ the shallows
and the weedlines. Seldom do you
seg them using live bait in deeper
water, This may be due to the fact that
they don’t know exactly where to put
it, Let's take our situation (all figuras,
but especially Figure 3) for instance,
Can you imagine what “slaughter”
could be had on BIG bass if the break-
lines were worked garefully with large
“shiners" (shiner minnows) close to
bottom?

One thing we must keep in mind at
all times—figh do not move constant-
ly or consistently. We must exercise
patience, and repeat our presentation
of lures until we make contact.

In many Florida lakes the break-
lines can be so far from the shoraline,
and so difficult to follow, it is wise to
throw several markers. The markers
should be placed where a fish has
been caught and where a pronounced
feature such as a finger, pocket, turn,
or sharper break occurs. When plac-
ing the floating markers it is wise to
put them so they are out of the way
for trolling passes and casting posi-
tions. In most cases it is best to place
them on the shallower side of the

.breaklines. Care must be taken 1o
limit the amount of line between the
floating marker and its anchoring
weight, If the line is too long the
floating marker may drift and get too
far out of position. This creates prob-
lems we can all do without. Not only
do we lose lure position, but we find
ocurselves hooking the marker line
which causes the marker to be still
farther out of position.

With markers in place, soon we will
have the trolling passes down pat
(depths, distance from markers, efc.).
The markers will assist in anchoring
the boat accurately for casting,

Quite often, when working a long
breakline some distance from the
shoreline, you will lose sight of your
markers, especially during windy
weather and during a glaring light
candition. It may appear your floating
markers have disappeared after you
leave the area for awhile, or after mak-
ing a wide turn.

Some fishermen may think they
threw a marker at a certain depth, say
10 feet, and all they have to do to
relocate it is to find the 10 foot depth.
There are a lot of 10 foot spots in a
lake and it is not likely your marker
will be on the one chosen.

To be sure you can relocate your
marker, it is important that you get at
least one good shoreline sighting
(two objects lined up on the same
shareling) for every marker thrown, By

doing this you can proceed in or oul
along one of these sightings and
relocate the marker ling,

Markers thrown on a long breakline
allow us to spend cur time where we
have the best chance to catch a fish.
If we do not throw markers on a break-
line (such as this), we are noet likely to
keep our lures in position a greater
part of the time. We are not likely to
“learn” the lake if we try to work the
breakline by methods other than
markers and shoreline sightings.

If you add these few Florida lake
guidleines to your regular Spoonplug-
ger's (Structure Fisherman's) guide-
lines, as set forth in our Home Study
Series, you'll have it “made” when-
ever or wheraver you might fish, in
that state and on similar

type waters. g%
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The broken quiver of the Jointed Rapala is often the
straw that breaks the camel's back. It limps on the surface or
trolls lively at any speed. Try trolling straight, then try the

lazy “S" pattern. But be prepare

d for a thumping strike as you

come out of the turn and back into the straight-away. As the
speed picks up it triggers negative fish into a positive frenzy.
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Send for the 200 page Rapala Fishing Guide. Mail $2.95 with your name

and address to Mormark Corp., Dept.

, 1710 E. 78th 5t, Mpls., MN 55423,

PLAN
NOW:

Rates
Maps
Brochure

LAC LACROIX, ONTARIO
“Hot Spot For Fishing”

Lodge, Meals, Cabins, Boats, Guides
Famous for eight varieties of fish
Also canoe trip specialists with tow
Boat service to the core of Quetico Park
P. O. Ely, MN 55731
See us at the sport shows

- Ph 218-365-4018
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