Knowledge Is The Key
To Fishing Success

EDITOR'S NOTE:

We no longer accept challenges to
“prove it fo me on my lake", because
the facts of structure fishing don'!
have fo be proven any more, they are
facis. Those who won't accepl them
as facts are just that much poaorer,
The loss is theirs, nol aurs.

SHll, it has been said that if a pupilt
doesn’'t fearn it is the faull of the
teacher. That's not always lrue, we
have found. Some mule-headed fish-
érmen never will learn, no matter
what the “teacher” does or says. |
guaess that's a fishing facl, too!

We never get entirely used (o the
doubiters and unbelievers, however,
even though we know [l s some-
times hopeless lo iry to reach them
We still confinue lo Iry, of course.

E. L. (Buck) Perry is the father of
slructure fishing. This medest, soft-
spoken former Physics Professor
fram North Carolina Stale has be-
come a legend in his own time. His
discoveries aboul the basic move-
ments of fish have revolulionized all
fishing and are the basis of modern
fishing as we knrow il foday. In addi-
tian, he has given us the vocabulary
of modern fishing by coining such
words as "“Structure', "Breakling",
“Sanctuary”, "Migration Route”, eic.
To put it mikdly. all of today’s fresh-
water fishermen owe him a greal
datit,

We have had countless requests
for reprinls of this entire series of
Buck's arlicles which began in our
dune 1972 fssue. We are pleased fo
announce that reprints ARE NOW
AVAILABLE al 25¢ for each part,
postpaid.

If you wish to order reprints of any
ar all parts of this series, please en-
close 25¢ for each part desired, and
send your order to Northwoods Pub-
Hishing Co., Inc., P. O. Box #1609, Mil-
waukes, Wis. 53210,

“Buck, would you conslder string-
ing up a couple limits for those boys
from lowa? | talked to them last

by BUCK PERRY
Education Editor

Part XIlI

Most Of The Time, Most
Of The Water Contains
No Fish

night. They have only one more day
ta fish, and they don't have anough
fish. They have invited all their
friends in lor a fish fry when they get
back home"

“What kind do they want?"

“They have some walleves, bul no
bass or northern”

“OK"”

The abovae conversation occcurred

& few weeks ago, whan Don Nichols
and | ware fishing the chain of lakes
on the Winnipeg River in western
Ontario. We had gone there primarily
«l0 calch Smallmouth bass, on pop-
ping bugs {flyrods). Since we both
like to catch most anything that
swims, we had |ocated the walleyes
and northarn, and were also keeping
tabs on them.

Don made the above requast,
shortly after we had released the
34th smallmouth for the morning. Wea
were heading in, as we had promised
to take our wives fishing right after
breakfast,

This particular area on the Winni-
pea is wall known for it's great fish-
ing, and there was quite a large num-
ber of fishermen at the resort, Many
were from the United States.

The majorily of the parties were
using guides. The weather wasn’|
cooperating very well, and fishing

was considered pretty bad at the
time. Most were taking off, scattering
in all directions, lor areas miles and
miles away from the dock. Later |
heard them talking about the number
of miles they had lraveied thal day. A
dozen or more boats. with guidaes,
would pull into the deck in the eve-
ning with only one or lwo having any
fish

Don and | had already decided the
ared within sight of the Lodge and
dock was as good, Il notl better, than
anything we could possibly lind in
other areas. We couldn’l ask for any
batter structure or better fishing than
we ware having In the immadiate
area,

Wa were not surprised thal the
guides were Zooming away lor parts
unknown — we had been witnessing
it for vears. It gave the fisharmen a
feeling of ‘*getting his monies
worth”, and that was going o some
remote, "secret” fishing hole. After
all, tha guide isn't stupid. Going long
distances eals up a lot of time. Be-
sides I! he took the fshermen to a
spol within sight of the dock, he
would lind the next day the party had
dacided not to use a guide

Working out the area within sight
of the dock, allowed us to do our
fishing as we felt the urge. We could
take short trips before breaklast, af-
ter breakfast, before lunch, after
lunch or after dinner. Food and
drink, or even a shorl nap. was only
momants away. We had a ball

When we first arrived, it didn't take
long to see the fish were nat "jump-
ing", 8o to speak, in the boat, We
had to go after them. Sometimes it
was shallow, sometimes it was deep.
Sometimes here, sometimes there, ||
didn’t matter to us where they were,
we enjoy and prefer different pre-
sentations, and different type lures.
We had “"mapped” the area and
knew what areas and what structures
we had to work to be successiu| —
and In what way.

| can't recall the number of fish we
gaveé to parties to help fill their cool-
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"on and | were using
artilimals  exclusively, most fisner-
men wers using rminnows and fish-
ing for walleyes. Their choice of bait
was a o wise move — for the bime
(Depth and  Speed Controll The
problem most were having was the
fact they were fishing water that can-
tainad no fish,

I daubt i any of those fisharmen
{or guides) gava as an excuse lor nal
—calohing fish, the lact they were fish-
inq water that containad po fshl |
‘am sure that the guides. at times,
wefé ﬂsni‘n&g pnremmﬁy productive
water, ant they had caugﬁf fish thare
in-the past. The excuses l heard
were; “the weather (s baﬂ :
are qust Tial brtlng

ha'u'E been here eaﬂmr” _EI.U;".
Il [hqs was what thay thought was

tney J:rummg _u.p- ﬁﬁk'aﬁer tank of
i : 'Ef area EFCIWG

hun’hng? A fish thatwaulﬁ l'.Flte 7 ﬂ{'
_iish? You figure it out, | can’ e
The, boats out ol posilion ware
probam:,r L.IE.IHQ the same excuses far
not calching Fishi== :

A cauple days agobgota  call from
a fisharman in Texas. He stated he
had just read somethmg on me, and
after reading whal | had said about
the fish; -he thnught he wouid just
eall me, as rhere ,lusr might  be
something to . He also sad that
“the pictue he saw, showed | just
used simple” tackle and had only a
small ometar oneas tcrude’ fishing
skiff. Then be went inte a long spiel
aloul hiz gear — Bass bgat, big
o er plani: alectric motor, elactric
ancnor, high cushioned seats, for-
ward control, etc. ete. eto.

My parl of the conversalion was,
“Yes' — “¥eh'" and “Uh-hui .

He told me he had just returmed
fram a hshing tnp o Toledo Gend.
Before he could continue, | butted n
and said, “Yeh, a place so tull of
wvearlings, it's like shoating fish in a
barrel.

He sorta hesitated, and then said



he .hadn't done so well. “The. fish
had gone on a hunger strike”. He
"-had spent several days running over
- the lake, beating the waters to a
- froth, with no success. He had decid-
. ed that he was going back to fishing
a lake closer to home, and that my
E “theories” just might help him out —
L at least he was “willing to give it a
try.” (I' no longer get offended when
people refer to my stuff as ““‘theories™
— instead of fishing facts. At times |
do feel some pity though)

| told him | would send him a copy
of Fishing Facts, and he could read
up on what makes a fish tick. Which
I-did. .

| am quite sure this Texan had
covered many miles of surface water.
I have little doubt that he had fished
over productive structure. BUT, due
to weather and water conditions, the
water that contained fish had been
so drastically reduced he was unable
to find them. His knowledge of fish
behavior was so meager, he had
spent his time fishing water with no
fish. (I never did tell him that-he had
set a limit on his fishing ability, the
day he purchased HIS fishing gear.)

One of the basic facts about fish-
ing is; MOST of the time MOST of
the water contains no fish.

After talking to, and observing
fishermen for the greater part of my
life, | am convinced that very few un-

derstand this fact. When referring to
the mass of them, maybe the word .

“understand” is a bad choice of
-words. Maybe | should say ‘“don’t
know” ‘or “‘don’t care”. Better still, it
may be better to say, “If they do
know -this fishing fact, they sure
don’t let it affect their fishing proce-

dures.” To bear this out, all you have -

to do is observe ‘‘where’” and “how”
they do their fishing.

You might say of the average fish-
erman, “Maybe he doesn’t know,
maybe he has never been. told this
fishing fact”.

The pleading of “not knowing'' is
no excuse in this case, for his fishing
behavior. If he's catching no fish, it
should be obvious he is fishing wa-
ter that contains no fish. If he has
‘had his eyes open at all, he has ob-
served - that the fish caught, were
caught in particular areas — and in
certain ways. | can’'t swallow the
statement about his not knowing or
hearing about “structure” and what
part-it, and weather, plays in fishing.
This might have been true 20-25
‘years ago, but not today.

Although most fishermen today,
have heard about these important
fishing facts, most take it lightly, and

are concerned, and depend, only up-

on Action, Size and Color of their
lures, to put fish on the stringer. Few
realize these are aids only, and not
the major controls! They spend hour
after hour in certain sections of wa-
ter, trying all the little twitches,
movements, wiggles, colors, or com-
binations . — trying to create a fish
right out of thin air (or water)

At times he may “stumble” upon
some water that contains a fish, and
for the rest of the day tries to dupli-
cate that ‘“‘certain something” that

‘caught that fish. He can’t understand

why the other fish refuse his crea-
tion. | have often wondered if he ever
gave any thought to the idea, that
maybe the fish he caught, was the
only one that saw his lure all day!

Back in the  1920's my Daddy
would often hire an ole mountain

" man to paddle-the boat for us as we

cast the shorelines. He knew most of
the spots where fish had. been
caught. At the time, | thought he
knew more about fishing than any
man alive. Later on, | realized he
didn’t know too much about fishing,
but there were several things he
taught me that | would never forget.
Possibly the things he said and did
had an influence on my looking-into
the facts of fish behavior.

He would paddle us into a ‘“fishy

looking” place and say, “Hold up
boys, until | get the boat positioned
just right”. After carefully maneuver-
ing the boat, he would then say, “OK

" Bob, you cast over there toward that

rock, and you Sonny (Me), cast over
toward that stump.”

Many times before either of us had
completed the retrieve, he would say,
“Let's get out of here, he ain't there”.
With this remark, he would move the
boat out before we had a chance to
make another cast.

At first this caused me to almost
cry. | wanted to try all my little pet re-
trieves, actions, and those great coi-
ors, | had spent days creating. Later,
| realized, as he did, it would have
been a waste of effort to spend any
more time there. If the fish had been
there, we would have made contact.
He had taken great care in position-
ing the boat, so we would be sure we
made the correct presentation.

Today, I -limit my casts, in an area,
to about five, — none of which are to

7 00 SPORTSHEN'S
JE= CATALOG

@ Herter’s. 100 page 1973 catalog con-
tains items for everyone: Archers, Camp-
ers, Hunters, Fishermen, Outdoorsmen,
Hobbyists, and Housewives, plus many
specialty items. .

@ Herter’s have over 10,000 items, thou-
sands not available elsewhere. All at low
direct prices and guaranteed satisfaction.
® Camping supplies, Dutch ovens, smok-
ers, lce chests, Cooking utinsels, Camper
kits, Knives, Axes, Camp foods, Bacik-
packs, Goose down. sleeping bags, blan-
kets, Goose down parkas, jackets, vests,
Western wear, Foot wear, Outdoor wear,
for men and women.

® Fishing, Hunting, Archery, Boating,
Reloading supplies. _

® Complete line of wine making sup-
plies and kits, plus many specialty items
for men and women.

Write for free catalog, nothing quite

like it. Address Dept. C9
HERTER'S INC. 55F WASECA, MINN. 56093

New sought-after, guaranteed action now found on-
ly in.the DEMON! Proved and patented. Excellent
results! $1.25 — 1-oz. size, $1.50 — 2-0z. Spec.
group rates. Add 25¢ post. and handling.
DEMON LURE CO. P. O. Box 98, Milford, Conn.
06460 :

A

ALL TYPES OF
CUSTOM RODS
BUILT TO YOUR
SPECIFICATIONS

AND

- ALL COMPONENT
PARTS & BLANKS
AVAILABLE FOR YOU
TO BUILD YOUR
OWN RODS.

Write for quotations &
‘price lists
VANGUARD ROD INC.
5034 N. 108th St.
Milwaukee, Wis. 53222
Phone: (414) 461-6430
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the same spot, At times, whanp
checking the deep parts of a struc-
ture, | may fan-cast the area with flve
(5) casts with one type of lure (frea
running bottom bumping) and five
(5) casts with a jump type lure (jig,
worm, spoon, etc.) This amount of
casting allows me to chack [luily
Cepth and Spead Control for the
area. If | know the EXACT spot | am
checking, then | reduce the number
of casts

If this doesn’t produce. then | am
off to another place — unless | de-
cide 1o wait for the fish to appear. In
other words, if | check an area with
cortect depth and speed, and don't
gel a fish — he ain’l there. | have
“only"” positive prool, that this type
of discipline on Depth and Speead
control works,

When considering the fact thai
MOST OF THE TIME, MOST OF THE
WATER contalns no fish, there are
so many factors involved, it is hard to
say which is of the greatest impor-
tance. As far as tha fisherman is con-
cerned, he must be fully aware of
this fundamental fact and WHY IT IS
S0, It s in the answering of tha
WHY'S thal we are able to solve the
problems created by this funda-
mental fact. In shorl, when we under-
stand why most of the water |s ampty
of fish most of the time, wa will be
abkle to find them.

When & lake is first built, for a
while yearling fish can ba found in
practically all areas of the reservoir
Then alter a while, certain areas nol
suitable for the growth and survival
of the fish, are eliminated. After a
few years, more and more areas will
be eliminated, reducing quite dras-
tically the surface area ol the reser-
voir that contains lish.

The areas that contain fish will be
reduced still furthar when the fish
become larger, and adapl 1o the
lake. Now instead ol masses of fast
growing fish, roaming over wvasi
areas of the |ake, we now have
groups of largar fish (and their off-
spring ) adapted fo home areas, with
migration limited to certain paths or
migration routes. Instead of acres

Buck Parry holding beautifu! (arge
A slzed bags. Fishing knowladge is
. o all it takes for fish ke these from a
I"IL - . Ak, "fished oul" lake. Buck has begn
" . proving it for thirly years.

54 | SEPTEMBER, 163



" and acres of a section producing
2 fish, it is now down to a structure,
+and in most casesto just a small por-
tion of that structure.. ,
-The distance between good struc-
tures can be quite large. They can be
so limited in number, a fisherman
could fish all day without ever pass-
ing -a productive spot. )
In 1971 | spent several months:in
the State of Indiana fishing all the
well-known lakes. | covered the en-
tire state, mapping, filming, taking
pictures, and noting the water condi-
tions in all areas. My purpose in do-
ing this was that | planned a series
of formal schools in the State in
1972. (This did not come about, as a
. fire in"late 1971 destroyed all my ma-
terials:) ,
After working all the important wa-
ter in the state, | had no trouble pick-
ing out the most productive lakes. /
had the least trouble picking out the
BEST bass lake in the State — as far
~as | was concerned. The moment |
laid -eyes on -it, | knew it was THE
lake in. the state.
The lake did not have a.very good

- reputation as a good fishing lake.

The reasons why .it was not fished
~successfully, were the same reasons
- why I -knew. it would be the best one!
The water color was perfect; for
maximum growth and movement of
the fish. BUT, the terrain, and. the
make-up of the lake told me that pro-
ductive structures would be few and
far between. It also told me that the
migrations on these structures would
be very limited. In fact so limited, the
‘fish would- seldom come far enough
for the average fisherman to make
contact. | also knew, if | found the
spots, | would find, not only lunker
fish, but a lot of them! It turned out
just like 1 figured. It was the best
lake in the State for lunker bass."

TWO MONTHS AFTER | FISHED
AND MAPPED THIS LAKE IT WAS
DRAINED AND POISONED OUT.
Why? ‘Because the fishing was so
“bad”! When:| recail all. the good
lakes from Canada to Florida, that
have been drained or poisoned out
due - to ‘the complaints of the un-

knowledgeable fisherman, it troublies™

me.

It should be obvious to you, that if
migration is limited by the nature of
the structure, fishing will be bad for
those who know little about structure
and the survival instincts of the fish.
- At the same time, you can also see it
eliminates most of the water that

Water-Weigh*

Unique New Sportsmen’s
Scale Offers Rust-Proof
Accuracy to 55 Lbs.

For fishermen who want to ac-
curately  weigh their trophies
.. .the “Water-Weigh”. This new
sportsmen’s. scale utilizes the
balance method of weighing, with
a maximum of 2 gts. of water as
the counterweight. Guaranteeing
sustained accuracy, with fresh or
salt water, within a few o0zs. to 55
Ibs., the Water-Weigh has no
spring to rust or fatigue. Con-
structed of corrosion-proof alumi-
num, stainless steel and tough
vinyl, it weighs less than 7 ozs.
and can be put to use in seconds.
Handily packaged to fit any tackle
box, the Water-Weigh is a fisher- |

man’s  equipment- MUST. Only |
$9.85 - including postage. -Send |
your check or money order to |
Water-Weigh Co.,. Box 432, |
Brookfield, Wis. 53005. I
- *Pat. Pend. I
Water-Weigh Company =

P.O. Box 432 ‘

Brookfield, Wis. 53005 I

State ‘ " Zip

contains fish, and is a sitting ‘duck
for ‘a Spoonplugger. | have often
wondered which would be cheaper
for the ‘‘State” — educate the fisher-
men, or drain, poison and restock
the lake? | am quite sure the educa-

. tional route would be cheaper, faster

and more lasting. Because, in just a
few years they are right back where
they started, and the fishermen are
“on their backs™ again.

| don’t react too much anymore
when | see a good lake ‘‘restocked”.
I have seen it happen too often. But,
| can’t say the same thing about

some Spoonpluggers who spent a

great deal of time working out a lake,
and then came back later and found
it “killed”. | often get a chuckle out
of Terry O’Malley of Chicago. He had
“worked out” a lake in southern Wis-
consin, and was having a ball on a
“clean spot” on a 17 foot Breakline.

The lake was quite large. It had -one.
deep section in the form of a large -

round hole. The breakline around
this hold was a long distance from
shore, and the entire water shallower
than- 17 ft. was flat, void of breaks,
and covered with a thick layer of
muck. .

| don't know how long it took him

to find the relatively small clean
spot, with:shells, (on the 17 ft. break-
line). He couldn’t hit it correctly on
the troll, but he found that if he an-
chored at a certain spot in. shallower
water, an extra long cast would al- |
low him to work a bottom walking
lure correctly for a short distance.
This was all that was needed to pro-
duce the lunker catches desired.,

A couple seasons after he had his
“secret” lake, it was pulled down
and poisoned out. You could have
heard his raving in the next town-
ship! (It was known as a bad lake).

So, he went to work and found
himself another lake in the area. This
time, he picked one that was com-
pletely. surrounded with homes, and
playground- areas. (He'd fix them
THIS time). He found the lake “load-
ed” with big bass and big northern.
One particular spot producing most
of )the‘ big bass, and another produc-
ing most of the big northern. Each
spot was-in such a position that if
you didn’t know exactly how to make
the troll, or where to place the boat
for casting, you would never make
contact with the fish. It was practi-
cally impossible for a fisherman to
just ““stumble” upon- the fish!
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| nowledge Key cont.

TWO YEARS LATER it too, was
' drained and poisoned out. There just
had to be a lot of ears burning in that
" state, from his reaction. '

In -order for you to better under-
stand the factors that contribute. to
most of the water not béing produc-
tive, let's take a lake, and eliminate
all the water that does not contain
~enough fish to warrant any time or
effort. When viewing the amount of
water in .a. lake or reservoir, you
should view it from all directior}% Not
just the surface .area, but all the wa-
ter below. In other words, length;
width and depth — all the water.

Figure 1 is an aerial view of a well-
known lake in the Midwest. | might
add that the last time | heard (1972)
this particular lake was scheduled to
be “restocked’. | suppose by this
time you ‘know what this entails. If
this -is ‘done, most Spoonpluggers
will ‘pass it up, or mark it off as a

fishing hole in our generation. If

everything goes perfectly -right, it
may some day have the amount of
BIG fish it has today — but | doubt it.
| am, though, quite sure the next
generation will squawk just as loud
and clear for the “State” to do some-
thing about it, as they are today.
(Too bad they don’t keep stocking it
each year with young fish, and teach
the fishermen where and how to

structure might be. Where would you

" start, or do your fishing? How wouid

you go about fishing this lake?
Figure 2 is the same view of this
lake, but here, | have marked the
areas that contain the fish. (““A” and
“B”) Although big bass and north-
erns can be caught in either area, if

. you wanted to go after big bass in

catch' them — after they grow up!) -

You will note the lake is quite
large. | do not know how many acres
or miles of shoreline it contains, but
whatever it is, thére’'s quite a lot of
water down there. The maximum
depth is around 35 ft. The weedline

_cuts off at approximately 5 ft. (good
water color). Outside the weedline
some bottoms are clean, while oth-
ers are dirty. The predominant large
game fish in the lake are Large-
mouth Bass, and Northern Pike.

Take a close look at Figure 1, and
try to figure .out where the good

quantity, you would work section
“A”. If you wanted lunker northerns,
you would concentrate in section“B”".

Look at figure 2, wouldn’t you say
the amount of water to be fished has
been reduced? '

Hold on, we’re not thru yet. We
gotta reduce the water that contains
fish- still further.

Figure 3 is a.top view of Section
“A”. The solid line represents the
breaklines in this section where the
fish will be found. Note carefully the
depths of the breaklines.

The overall size of this section
isn’t too big, and the areas that will
produce fish are still smaller. You

L)
“(‘I "

oL

s

Fig. 3 (Section “A")

AN
STENNY
> \}

R \ '

My " -~ N
Weeds To 5 Ft. 0 "y

Ny Check for
Big Bass Here ' Bass »

W

V7

Breakline

ih\J

Soft
Bottom

© 200 20" 17717

Underwater
Island

Northern
MN) vy

Weeds To 5 ft.

\
v\\\ \\

mh

Big Bass
Come Up- Here
also
Northern
(hard-clean)

WY

\'“l !

FISHING FACTS / 59



Kn0W|edgé Key cont. |

will note that-the fish do not come to
all parts of the breakline. Neither do
they use all the "fingers” or projec-
tions.

- Wait just a minute, we got a cou-
ple more steps to take. First, the fish
will not be on these spots all the
time. They do not move or migrate
constantly or consistently. On a nor-
mal fishing day, you can’t expect the
fish to move to these areas more
than one or two times — and for only

a short period. Second, weather con- -

ditions in the area may be such, that
days may pass before any quantity of
fish move toward the spots.

Figure 4 is & top view of the larger
section “B”. Here again, not all the
parts of the section produces. If you
were to take the areas where fish can

_be caught in quality and quantity,
and overlay them on the total lake

(Figure 1) they would most likely ap-

pear as small dots.

By this time you should begin to
see what | mean when | say, MOST
of the time MOST of the water con-
tains no fish. You should also begin
to realize why you can’t fish blindly,
or haphazardly,
“‘stumble’’ upon a fish. You should
see if you do not understand the in-
stincts and habits of the fish, and
what part ‘“structure’”’ plays, MOST
of the time, you will be fishing
where they AIN'T.

Your reaction to this article might
be, “He isn't talking about my fishing
water, he is talking about one isolat-
ed instance in the Midwest.”

You wanta bet I'm not talking
about your fishing hole? This
particular lake is rather a small body
of water, when compared with most
important fishing lakes and reser-
voirs. | would go further, and say, if
you compared the productive areas
for lunker fish in this lake, to the
overall size, percentage wise, it has
more productive -water than your

and expect to

-ing the word

lake! Furthermore, -this particular
lake was easy to work out. | can’t say

~ the same thing: about your lake.

In Part XH of this series (in the July
'73 issue of Fishing Facts), | tried to
hammer home the fundamental fact
that the HOME OF THE FISH IS
DEEP WATER. In this part, lucky Xill,

I tried to hammer home another
fundamental fact: most of the time,
most of the water is empty of fish.
Both are such basic, fundamental.
fishing facts, that unless you grasp
both of them fully, you will never be
a successful fisherman! I'm not us-
“never’ carelessly, |
mean just that. The word is NEVER,

It is only after you accept and fully
understand these two basic prin--
ciples of fish behavior that you will
be able to go about solving the prob-

‘lems of the waters you fish. Do they

apply to your lake? You cannot find
any.place-on this planet where they

do not apply to a lake! -
o
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