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he ,hadn't done so well. "The fish 
had gone on a hunger strike". He 
had spent several days running over 
the lake, beating the waters to a 
froth, with no success. He had decid­
ed that he was going back to fishing 
a lake doser to home, and that my 
"theories" just might help him out­
at least he was "willing to give it a 
try." (I no longer get offended when 
people refer to my stuff as "theories" 
- instead of fishing facts. At times I 
do feel some pity though) 

I told him I would send him a copy 
of Fishing Facts, and he could read 
up on what makes a fish tick. Which 
I did. 

I am quite sure this Texan had 
covered many miles of surface water. 
I have little dou bt that he had fished 
over productive structure. BUT, due 
to weather and water conditions, the 
water that contained fish had been 
so drastically reduced I:le was unable 
to find them. His knowledge of fish 
behavior was so meager, he had 
spent his time fishing water with no 
fish. (I never did tell him that he had 
set a limit on his fishing ability, the 
day he purchased HIS fishing gear.) 

One of the basic facts about fish­
ing is; MOST of the time MOST of 
the water contains no fish. 

After talking to, and observing 
fishermen for the greater part of my 
life, I am convinced that very few un­
derstand this fact. When referring to 
the mass of them, maybe the word 
"understand" is a bad choice of 
words. Maybe I shou Id say "don't 
know" or "don't care". Better still, it 
may be better to say, "If they do 
know this fishing fact, they sure 
don't let it affect their fishing proce­
dures." To bear this out, all you have' 
to do is observe "where" and "how" 
they do their fishing. 

You might say of the av.erage fish­
erman, "Maybe he doesn't know, 
maybe he has never been told this 
fishing fact". 

The pleaC!iing of "not knowing" is 
no excuse in this case, for his fishing 
behavior. If he's catching no fish, it 
should be obvious he is fishing wa­
ter that contains no fish. If he has 
had his eyes open at all, he has ob­
served that the fish caught, were 
caught in particular areas - and in 
certain ways. I can't swallow the 
statement about his not knowing or 
hearing about "structure" and what 
part it, and weather, plays in fishing. 
This might have been true 20-25 
years ago, but not today. 

Although most fishermen today, 
have heard about these important 
fishing facts, most take it lightly, and 
are concerned, and depend, only up­
on Action, Size and Color of their 
lures, to put fish on the stringer. Few 
realize these are aids only, and not 
the major controls! They spend hour 
after hour in certain sections of wa­
ter, trying all the little twitches, 
movements, wiggles, colors, or com­
binations - trying to create a fish 
right out of thin air (or water) 

At times he may "stumble" upon 
some water that contains a fish, and 
for the rest of the day tries to dupli­
cate that "certain something" that 
caught that fish. He can't understand 
why the other fish refuse his crea­
tion.Jhaveoften wondered if he ever 
gave any thought to the idea, that 
maybe the fish he caught, was the 
only one that saw his lure a/l day! 

Back in the 1920's my Daddy 
wou Id often hire an ole mou ntain 
man to paddle the boat for us as we 
cast the shorelines. He knew most of 
the spots where fish had been 
caught. At the time, I thought he 
knew more about fishing than any 
man alive. Later on, I realized he 
didn't know too much about fishing, 
but there were several things he 
taught me that I wou Id never forget. 
Possibly the things he said and did 
had an influence on my looking into 
the facts of fish behavior. 

He would paddle us into a "fishy 
looking" place and say, "Hold up 
boys, until I get the boat positioned 
just right". After carefu lIy maneuver­
ing the boat, he wou Id then say, "OK 
Bob, you cast over there toward that 
rock, and you Sonny (Me), cast over 
toward that stump." 

Many times before either of us had 
completed the retrieve, he wou Id say, 
"Let's get out of here, heain't there". 
With this remark, he would move the 
boat out before we had a chance to 
make another cast. 

At first this caused me to almost 
cry. I wanted to try all my little pet re­
trieves, actions,. and those great col" 
ors, I had spent days creating. Later, 
I realized, as he did, it would have 
been a waste of effort to spend any 
more time there. If the fish had been 
there, we w,ould have made contact. 
He had taken great care in position­
ing the boat, so we wou Id be sure we 
made the correct presentation. 

Today, I limit my casts, in an area, 
to about five, - none of which are to 
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and acres of a section producing 
fish, it is now down to a structure, 
and in most cases to just a small por­
tion of that structure. 

The distance between good struc­
tures can be quite large. They can be 
so limited in number, a fisherman 
cou Id fish all day without ever pass­
ing a productive spot. 

In 1971 I spent several months in 
the State of Indiana fishing all the 
well-known lakes. I covered the en­
tire state, mapping, filming, taking 
pictures, and noting the watercondi­
tions in all areas. My purpose in do­
ingthis was that I planned a series 
of formal schools in the State in 
1972. (This did not come about, as a 
fire in late 1971 destroyed all my ma­
terials.) 

After working all the important wa­
ter in the state, I had no trouble pick­
ing out the most productive lakes. I 
had the least trouble picking out the 
BEST bass lake in the State - as far 

. as I was concerned. The moment I 
laid eyes on it, I knew it was THE 
lake in the state. 

The lake did not have a very good 
reputation as a good fishing lake. 
The reasons why it was not fished 
successfu lIy, were the same (easons 
why I knew it would be the best one! 
The water color was perfect, for 
maximum growth and movement of 
the fish. BUT, the terrain, and the 
make-up of the lake toldme that pro­
ductive structures would be few and 
far between. It also told me that the 
migrations on these structures wou Id 
be very limited. I n fact so limited, the 
fish would. seldom come far enough 
for the average fisherman to make 
contact. I also knew, if I found the 
spots, I would find, not only lunker 
fish, but a lot of them! It turned out 
just like I figured. It was the best 
la~e in the State for lunker bass. 

TWO MONTHS AFTER I FISHED 
AND MAPPED THIS LAKE IT WAS 
DRAINED AND POISONED OUT. 
Why? Because the fishing was so 
"bad"! When I recall all the good 
lakes from Canada to Florida, that 
have been drained or poisoned out 
due to the complaints of the un­
know ledgeab Ie fisherman, it trou bles 
me. 

It should be obvious to you, that if 
migration is limited by the nature of 
the structure, fishing will be bad for 
those who know little about structure 
and the survival instincts of the fish. 
At the same time, you can also see it 
eliminates most of the water that 

VVa1:er-VVeigh* 
Unique New Sportsmen's 
Scale Offers Rust-Proof 

Accuracy to 55 Lbs. 
For fishermen who want to ac­
curately weigh their trophies 
... the "Water-Weigh". This new 
sportsmen's scale utilizes the 
balance method of weighing, with 
a maximum of 2 qts. of water as 
the counterweight. Guaranteeing 
sustained accuracy, with fresh or' 
salt water, within a few ozs. to 55 
Ibs., the Water-Weigh has no 
spring to rust or fatigue. Con­
structed of corrosion-proof alumi­
num, stainless steel and tough 
vinyl, it weighs less than 7 oZS. 
and can be put to use in seconds. 
Handily packaged to fit any tackle 
box, the Water-Weigh is a fisher­
man's equipment MUST. Only 
$9.85 including postage. Send 
your check or money order to 
Water-Weigh Co., Box 432, 
Brookfield, Wis. 53005. 

.------------------I Please send -- W!W Scales @ $9.85 each. 

I Name 

I Address _____ ~ _____ _ 
I ·Pat. Pend. I 

. City • wr Water-Weigh Company 
P.O. Box 432 

Brookfield, Wis. 53005 

I 
I State Zip __ 

contains fish, and is a sitting duck 
for a Spoonplugger. I have often 
wondered which wou Id be cheaper 
for the "State" - educate the fisher­
men, or drain, poison and restock 
the lake? I am quite sure the educa-

. tional route wou Id be cheaper, faster 
and more lasting. Because, in just a 
few years they are right back where 
they started, and the fishermen are 
"on their backs" again. 

I don't react too much anymore 
when I see a good lake "restocked". 
I have seen it happen too often. But, 

I 
I 

I can't say the same thing about 
some Spoonpluggers who spent a 
great deal of time working out a lake, 
and then came back later and found 
it "ki lied". I often get a chuckle out 
of Terry O'Malley of Chicago. He had 
"worked out" a lake in southern Wis­
consin, and was having a ball on a 
"clean spot" on a 17 foot Breakline. 
The lake was quite large. It had one 
deep section in the form of a large 
round hole. The breakline around' 
this hold was a long distance from 
shore, and the entire water shallower 
than 17 ft. was flat, void of breaks, 
and covered with a thick layer of 
muck. 

I don't know how long it took him 

to find the relatively small clean 
spot, with shells, (on the 17 ft. break­
line). He couldn't hit it correctly on 
the troll, but he fou nd that if he an­
chored at a certain spot in shallower 
water, an extra long cast wou Id al­
low him to work a bottom walking 
lure correctly for a short distance. 
This was all that was needed to pro­
duce the lunker catches desired. 

A couple seasons after he had his 
"secret" lake, it was pulied down 
and poisoned out. You could have 
heard his raving in the next town­
ship! (It was known as a bad lake). 

So, he went to work and found 
himself another lake in the area. This 
time, he picked one that was com­
pletely surrounded with homes, and 
playground areas. (He'd fix them 
THIS time). He found the lake "load­
ed" with big bass and big northern. 
One particular spot producing most 
of "the big bass, and another produc­
ing most of the big northern. Each 
spot was in such a position that if 
you didn't know exactly how to make 
the troll, or where to place the boat 
for casti ng, you wou Id never make 
contact with the fish. It was practi­
cally impossible for a fisherman to 
just "stumble" upon the fish! 
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Knowledge Key cant. 

TWO YEARS LATER it too, was 
, drained and poisoned out. There just 

had to be a lot of ears burning in that 
state, from his reaction. 

In order for you to better under­
stand the factors that contribute to 
most of the water not being produc­
tive, let's take a lake, and eliminate 
all the water that does not contain 
enough fish to warrant any time or 
effort. When viewing the amou nt of 
water in a lake or reservoir, you 
should view it from all directions. Not 
just the surface area, but all t!h~ wa­
ter below. In other words, length, 
width and depth - all the water. 

Figure 1 is an aerial view of a well­
known lake in the Midwest. I might 
add that the last time I heard (1972) 
this particular lake was scheduled to 
be "restocked". I suppose by this 
time you know what this entails. If 
this is done, most Spoonpluggers 
will pass it up, or mark it off as a 
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Fig. 3 (Section "A") 

fishing hole in our generation. If 
everything goes perfectly right, it 
may some day have the amount of 
BIG fish it has today - but I doubt it. 
I am, though, quite sure the next 
generation will squawk just as loud 
and clear for the "State" to do some­
thing about it, as they are today. 
(Too bad they don't keep stocking it 
each year with young fish, and teach 
the fishermen where and how to 
catch them - after they grow up!) 

You will note the lake is quite 
large. I do not know how many acres 
or miles of shoreline it contains, but 
whatever it is, there's qu ite a lot of 
water down there. The maximum 
depth is around 35 ft. The weed line 
cuts off at approximately 5 ft. (good 
water color). Outside the weedline 
some bottoms are clean, while oth­
ers are dirty. The predominant large 
game fish in the lake are Large­
mouth Bass, and Northern Pike. 

Take a close look at Figure 1, and 
try to figure out where the good 
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structure might be. Where wou Id you 
start, or do your fishing? How would 
you go about fishing this lake? 

Figure 2 is the same view of this 
lake, but here, I have marked the 
areas that contain the fish. ("A" and 
"B") Although big bass and north­
ems can be caught in either area, if 
you wanted to go after big bass in 
quantity, you wou Id work section 
"A". If you wanted lunker northerns, 
you would concentrate in section "B". 

Look at figure 2, wouldn't you say 
the amount of water to be fished has 
been reduced? 

Hold on, we're not thru yet. We 
gotta reduce the water that contains 
fish still further. 

Figure 3 is a top view of Section 
"A". The solid line represents the 
breaklines in this section where the 
fish will be found. Note carefully the 
depths of the breaklines. 

The overall size of this section 
isn't too big, and the areas that will 
produce fish are still smaller. You 
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Knowledge Key cont. 

will note that the fish do not come to 
all parts of the breakline. Neither do 
they use all the "fingers" or projec­
tions. 

Wait just a minute, we got a cou­
ple more steps to take. First, the fish 
will not be on these spots all the 
time. They do not move or migrate 
constantly or consistently. On a nor­
mal fishing day, you can't expect the 
fish to move to these areas more 
than one or two times - and for only 
a short period. Second, weather con­
ditions in the area may be such, that 
days may pass before any quantity of 
fish move toward the spots. 

Figu re 4 is a top view of the larger 
section "8". Here again, not all the 
parts of the section produces. If you 
were to take the areas where fish can 
be caught in quality and quantity, 
and overlay them on the total lake 
(Figure 1) they would most likely ap­
pear as small dots. 

By this time you should begin to 
see what I mean when I say, MOST 
of the time MOST of the water con­
tains no fish. You should also begin 
to realize why you can't fish blindly, 
or haphazardly, and expect to 
"stumble" upon a fish. You should 
see if you do not understand the in­
stincts and habits of the fish, and 
what part "structure" plays, MOST 
of the time, you will be fishing 
where they AIN'T. 

Your reaction to this article might 
be, "He isn't talking about my fishing 
water, he is talking about one isolat­
ed instance in the Midwest." 

You wanta bet I'm not talking 
about your fishing hole? This 
particular lake is rather a small body 
of water, when compared with most 
important fishing lakes and reser­
voirs. I wou Id go further, and say, if 
you compared the productive ar.eas 
for lunker fish in this lake, to the 
overall size, percentage wise, it has 
more productive water than you r 
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lake! Fu rthermore, this particu lar 
lake was easy to work out. I can't say 
the same thing about your lake. 

In Part XII of this series (in the July 
'73 issue of Fishing Facts), I tried to 
hammer home the fundamental fact 
that the HOME OF THE FISH IS 
DEEP WATER. In this part, lucky XIII, 
I tried to hammer home another 
fu ndamental fact: most of the time, 
most of the water is empty of fish. 
80th are such basic, fundamental 
fishing facts, that unless you grasp 
both of them fully, you will never be 
a successfu I fisherman! I'm not us­
ing the word "never" cwelessly, I 
mean just that. The word is NEVER. 

It is only after you accept and fully 
understand these two basic prin­
ciples of fish behavior that you will 
be able to go about solving the prob­
lems of the waters you fish. Do they 
apply to your lake? You cannot find 
any place on this planet where they 
do not apply to a lake! 
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