
Knowledge Is The Key 
To Fishing Success 

ED/TOWS NO TE 
W . no "",ge' acceP' CMllllng" '" 

p.ove " 10 me on "'1 I~ ~" , b"".v'" 
" '" lacl. 0 1 s"uc'~I . lis h ing dO" , 
na •• 10 O. OI'""en an~ mo,e. 'hoy &," 
l¥or •. Tno.. w ho won r accePI the'" 
•• lite,. .,,, IU S! m .. muc h P<><>"" 
I lle las. I. 1M!", not 0'''' 

SIIII .• r haS OO<!n u.e '"a' '' a P"p4' 
doo.n, In", " I. ,"" lault 01 Ifte 

""c~e' r~"" ~o! .t . ..ays ,'<1 •.• ,,' 
My" 'Mn<1 Som e n>ule _ne. d l>d I, ' h­
~me" "' .. M ... ,11 klam. no .",lIle. 
wnal Ih. ''''3C/>(>' - doe. 0' U ,.. I 

guess "'~" a Io$hoNl1 lacl, 100' 
We noV"' ~C, O" ,,,c ly us"" 10 me 

rJ()U b'~,' aM vnt>o', e .. ". 1IO", ,,,,~r 
.... n Iho"p~ w" .no .. " IS ~omo­
/,me. """"'''''' 10 Iff 10 l each ,,,.,,., 
Wo .hll c<;>n"""" 10 ">" ul cours" 
r",. 8tOc ie by Buel. p""y " p., It 0 1 
,,,,,, conMv'"9 ,,11011 

E L (BuCk I P.,, >, IS ,,,.. I~I"" 01 

"'''CI''' 9 (' Sh'''q . Tltl, ~,"d~.I , '011-
S/><>'en 'o'me' P"y. ios P,o l ... " . 
',,,m NOllh Calo!,,,a S!aI" "as De· 

come a ~enCl ,n ",. 0'''' ","e ",~ 
Clts"ove',u . b "" , 1M /> .. ,,, ,"0 .. '" 

me"" 01 118 /1 /1''' 0 '"",,, /Vtioo,,td M' 
'i''''''9 a"(/ a,e Ih~ OU'S 01 ",occ'" 
',."mg ...... ~ "Q" ,r IOO"" ,~ tdrJ,· 
"on , II<> n .. 9"~" "f ,to. ,oc.Oul" '~ 

0 1 madem "Sh'n~ ~y C{}''' ''' g ' och 
100,0. a. "S"UCIU'~' 8,,,,, ... ~e' 

SanClu~,y 1.1'9'''''"'' Rou'. .tc 
To pul" ""IO"'.~" o! ({}'MyS /'0'''' 
... " te, I, , "o,men ow. " in> 0 g '~a! 

OCbl 
We ...... had counll .. .,. ,,.qu ... ,. 

10' ",,,,mIS 01 t .. ,. ",rOle s""., 01 
&<lck' s . "'e ie • ..... ~ ' Cll beg." m OU ' 
JU "" 1HZ .. ,ue We ~,~ ple .• s,., 10 
.",,"""" .. "'a' '.pr.nl. ARE NO V! 
AVAILABLE 31 25' 10' eacn rut" 
/XIS/paid 

If you "" s" '" o,~~, rop"'''' 0 ' .ny 
Of all pa,!S 01 "',s ........ plea .. M ' 
c/o$e 2$' I", INleT! parr 06."*". ~M 
U nd yo u, o ,doc ' 0 1010 .1""' "",,,,1 PUD' 
Iro ning Co .. inc P, O So> 41 5g I,/ i ! · 

lO au . .... W,' 53210 

Part XII 
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has taken on new meaning. I see the 
vocabulary being used once in a 
while. In fact I hear and see the word 
"structure" used. You may not be­
lieve it, but I see some fishermen 
calling themselves "Structure Fish­
ermen", (although their total knowl­
edge on the subject is sketchy,) they 
know where there is a "point" that 
they catch fish on once in a while. 
Most of these "structure fishermen," 
spend their time zooming from 
"point" to "point" or spot to spot, 
casting to the visible objects located 
in the shallows. They may not know 
that casting to visible objects is a 
waste of time in most cases, but they 
certainly can put that plug "right on 
the money". He may not be as thor­
ough as his great grandfather, but 
he sure gets there faster. 

In one sense of the word, it ap­
pears George (our publisher) has 
taken up the burden with this maga­
zine, and I might add, doing a great 
job. 

I have no way of knowing how 
many fishermen will read this, pos­
sibly in the thousands. If a SMALL 
handful gets the message, I'll con­
sider it a howling success. Now 
don't get you r dander up, and say I 
am calling you stupid. Far from it­
by your reading Fishing Facts elimi­
nates this thought. 

What I have reference to is the 
fact, as fishermen, so many factors 
enter the picture, we CAN'T get the 
message across to very many. I have 
mentioned some above, and will 
state more later on. 

1 - You are not old enough, or 
h,aven't cared enough to know the 
h'istory of Fishing magazines. They 
come and go like snowfalls. I 
wouldn't know how many hundreds 
have gone "busted" during the past 
quarter century, but there are many. 
It takes a lot of "guts" to even at­
tempt one. Those that appear to 
have. made it, probably never had to 
start from scratch, and most likely 
had sOll)ething else to take the drain 
until they got the right format to car­
ry themselves. 

2 - Someone is working 14 days a 
week to produce and keep improv­
ing this magazine. I suspect who it 
is. I doubt if he has time to wipe his 
nose, much less have a chance. to go 
fishing. Even if he makes a few 
bucks - which he deserves - for 
what purpose? He's certainly cutting 
his life short, and if he thinks those 
to follow will keep up the pace, he 
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better give this some more thought 
also. For my money, there are too 
many other ways to make a living, 
and still have some time to enjoy the 
benefits derived therefrom. 

3 - Fishermen will spend 
thousands of dollars for fancy fish­
ing gear - and never bat an eye. 
But, just let someone ask him to 
spend a few bucks to enable him to 
use the equipment, or learn how to 
catch fish. He backs off and thinks 
they're some kind of "fast buck art­
ist". 

Not too long ago I was associated 
with one of the finest fishermen I 
know. He had no equal when it came 
to interpreting structure - the final 
peak of fishing ability, He was one of 
the most hardworking and conscien­
tious Teachers I've had the pleasure 
to meet. He was straddled with the 
toughest area for fishing in the 
whole country. 

It 'took him but a few years to see 
the light. He often asked me how I 
had stood it all those years. He 
would "bleed" his heart out on a 
group of fishermen, and shortly after 
wou Id see some on the lake, in areas 
and doing things he never even 

I.M.C. Marine Division 
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heard about. He couldn't take it -
he quit. In fact his disgust was so 
great he hung up his rods - I hope 
for only a spell. 

Some of the above is probably why 
you never hear about the BEST fish­
ermen in the country. They desire no 
recognition, and probably care less 
about whether the other guy listens 
to HOW and WHY they caught the 
fish. I am sure in the beginning they 
tried to help, but were sharp enough 
to keep their mouths shut after a 
spell. 

Your reaction to this statement 
might be, "Well, why don't you shut 
your trap?" This is simple to answer. 
I'm not as smart as these other guys 
and besides you can shut me off any 
time you choose - just flip the 
page. 

Many people have asked me, 
"Where did you start?" or "What 
gave you the idea about the habits 

. and instincts of the fish?" etc. 
In trying to answer this question I 

might be able to answer in part the 
question of why I haven't been 
"heard" over the years, and why 
George has picked out a tough row 
to hoe, 
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From More Than 34 Years Of Expe­
rience & Experiments 'famous out­
doorsman ART MERCIER, of WBBM, 
CBS, Chicago, presents 

It all boils down to BASICS. The 
fishermen just haven't gotten or Uf)­

derstood basics. It was so far apart 
from their previous views and what 
they WANTED to believe, they un­
knowingly let it go in one ear and 
out the other. For years I have print­
ed booklets with a condensed ver­
sion of basics. Thousands have been 
read by fishermen. These basics on 
the movements of the fish, his reac­
tion to weather and water condi­
tions, and how the makeup of the 
lake (structure) affects his life, 
MUST be understood before other 
things in fishing make any sense. 

Only a handful, so to speak, got 
the messages. This is a major .reason 
I am writing a new book on basics. I 
hope I can this time make it so plain 
and so convincing a few more will 
face the truth - whether they desire 
to or not. Still, I am faced with the 
fact that people "read" a book of 
this nature, not "study" it. 

People as 'a whole will not disc.i­
pline themselves, they prefer to take 
the easy route. They desire a "short-

." cut" to success. All you have to do 
is watch what they do when they 
hear about a new lure that has 
caught a fish. Most will not "get" 
what they read. Most have to be 
TAUGHT. This was the reason for my 
formal schools and the reason I am 
now working on a detailed' corre­
spondence cou rse. 

Possibly by the time this article 
gets printed (WGeorge dares to print 
it), the new book will be off the 
presses. For the "what's it worth de­
partment", the number of books 
printed will be on Iy a few more than 
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the standing orders from the OLD 
Spoonpluggers. 

You may have "tongue in cheek" 
on this last statement also, but you 
don't know me very well. I thought I 
had ,indicated earlier that "I have 
had it up to here". I couldn't care 
less whether you know basics or not. 
Same way I feel about my lures, take 
it or leave it. If you take it I appreci­
ate it. If you don't, I won't give it a 
moment's thought. As far as lures 
are concerned, where I made my 
mistake so many years ago was not 
to take the poop that was in my nog­
gin, and instead of trying to TEACH, 
come out with a NEW lure every 
year, or on every trip! It would be as 
easy as falling off a log to design 
and put in production a lure that 
would catch a fish - several a week 
if the situation called for it. Then 
spend the same time - probably 
much less time - just showing the 
people what I caught the fish on. I 
would have become a millionaire in 
short order. 

If you're still with me, you may say. 
"Well, there is so much to basics I 
am having some trouble getting the 
picture. Can't you boil it down a lit­
tle?" 

I.'ve never tried to boil it down, 
BUT ... you may just have a good 
point there. To do this takes me back 
"to where it all began". It occurred 
in March 1928, I believe it was the 
24th. I was born in July 1915 so you 
can figure out how old I was at the 
time. 

On that day I stated my views for 
the first time. I had already noted the 
many different opinions about the 
whys and wherefors of fishing. It had 

dawned upon me that since there 
were so MANY ideas floating around 
about what made a fish tick, and 
what was necessary to catch him, 
probably NOBODY had the right an­
swers. So I had started looking into 
the situation. 

On the date mentioned above I 
was fishing with my Daddy. We had 
beat the shorelines for several hours 
without resu Its. I tu rned to Dad and 
said, "Dad, you know - the deep 
water is the home of the fish". 

He didn't make a comment, he just 
sorta rolled his eyeballs at me and 
made another cast within inches of a 
root. 

A few days later We were fishing 
the same water again to see if the 
fish had decided to bite. This time, 
after throwing everything in the tack­
le box with no success, I said, "Not 
only is the deep water the home of 
the fish, but they migrate on PATHS 
toward the shallow water. How far 
they come and how long they stay is 
cpntrolled by the weather and water 
conditions ... Dad, we're fishing 
wrong, and besides this, we ain't in 
the right place." 

This outburst DID get a reaction. 
He said, "If you don't stop making 
those crazy statements I'm gOing to 
throw you in the lake". He set the 
pattern for the next 45 years! 

Later I explained to him why I had 
made those statements. I told him I 
had been looking in the water for a 
pretty long time. Some days I would 
see scadsof fish swimming around, 
but most of the time I didn't see 
many - in fact none at all. Since the 
fish didn't go up in the woods and 
hide behind a tree, they had to be in 
deep water. 

I also told him, it soon became ob­
vious the fish I DID see were in the 
areas where we had caught fish, the 
so-called "hot spots". Although it 
was natural that I would look in 
these spots, I ~ad also looked in oth­
er spots at the same time. It didn't 
take me long to see I was wasting 
my time in the other areas if I ex­
pected to see fish. Why would this 
be? There was only one conclusion 
-the fish were following a path. 

I had also noticed the fish didn't 
even show up here all the time. 
Some days I wou Id see a few, at oth­
er times none. Then <;III of a sudden 
I'd see a big bunch of them. What 
caused this? Other animals reacted 
to weather, so why should the fish 
be any different? 



At that time I had no idea what a 
path looked like, or what caused the 
fish to take that route. Neither did I 
know what weather and water condi­
tions affected the fish, or in what 
way, but by the time I finished 
school I had all the loose ends gath­
ered up on basics. Then it was only 
a matter of proving them to be facts, 
by working many waters, under 
many conditions. This I did. 

Now, .did you catch the KEY? In 
case you didn't, it was when I ac­
cepted that the deep water was the 
home of the fish. Once I had accept­
ed this, the rest was easy. 

You say, "Why would this be so 
hard to accept"? "I don't see any­
thing so difficu It about this". 

I could talk a week on this subject, 
but just a couple sentences should 
be enough. Why if you had never 

,heard it before, but had been hear­
ing just the opposite from all the so­
called experts, and being repeated 
so often it sounded like a broken 
record? OR; if the on Iy fish you had 
ever caught were caught in the shal­
lows beside some log, stump, rock, 
weed or lily pad? AND, if you had 
tried fishing the deep water and had 
never caught a fish, even though you 
didn't know the difference between 
deep water and THE deep water? 
Yes, you've heard it, but did you ac­
cept it in all its truth? 

One of the fine writers on this 
magazine's staff wrote an article on 
walleye fishing in a deep, clear, cold 
lake, under marginal weather condi-' 
tions. He goes to· great pains to ex­
plain that in order for him to control 
Depth and Speed with the type lures 
he is using, he has to "backtroll." 
This "backtrollihg" was the best 
method to cover the structure fully in 
order to locate the. spot where the 
fish were and still maintain the slow 
speed. He might have been able to 
drift the structure with the lures 
called> for at that particu lar time 
(speed), but most likely he wou Id 
never cover the structure thor­
oughly. He could have possibly 
trolled the lures in a forward direc­
tion, but possibly this would have 
caused him to lose Depth control 
due to the speed involved. But, by 
"backtrolling" he could maintain 
Depth and Speed control, with the 
lures he was using, and fully cover 
the structure at the same time. You 
don't ever forget a basfc fact -
depth and speed control MUST be 
maintained AT THE SAME TIME. 

YOU DON'T NEED 
BIG LURES 
TO CATCH 
BIG FISli ... 

ROOSTER TAIL® 
Smaller baits more closely imitate the size of 

the natural fo()d a fish lives on day to day. Amazing 
catches of real lunkers On ·our Rooster Tail prove this facl 
every day. Available in sizes from 1/32 oz. to 3/8 oz. 

You can't sacrifice one to get the 
other. 

Immediately after this story ap­
peared in the magazine a lot of mai I 
came rolling into the Editor. They 
were all alike in that each one was 
telling him to stop writing about 
those deep clear lakes as it had no 
bearing on HIS fishing. In the first 
place he didn't have any walleyes 
and besides only a small segment of 
the country has deep lakes. "And all 
that jazz about the deep water being 
the home of the fish and that he 
spends a lot of time there is for the 
birds. He. caught fish and it wasn't in 
deep water. 

These fishermen are not to be 
blamed, (although it does cause the 
blood pressure to rise slightly). The 
part about the fish having their 
"home" in deep water has him con­
fused, probably due to his own fish­
ing world being so small. Maybe his 
whole problem is he doesn't know 
what deeper water means, or he is 
confused as to what deep water is. 

Maybe he has heard or read where 
someone said that deep water was 
that water deeper than 8 - 1 0 feet, 
and all water shallower than this was 
designated as Shallow water. Maybe 
this has him confused. BUT, if he 
had "studied" instead of "reading" 
he wou Id have also seen where it 
said, "if deeper water isn't available, 
it will be the deepest avai lab Ie". 

If I· recall correctly, earlier this 
year I did an article on "Get The 
Heck Out of The Trees", and later I 
covered the "Delta". From these I 
thought some wou Id get the mes­
sage on shallow lakes, but I did not 
expect these articles to make sense 

if the reader didn't know basics, es­
pecially the part about the deepest 
water in a particular area being the 
home of any fish that may be pres­
ent. 

This first KEY to fishing knOWl­
edge must be accepted or we can't 
go forward. Since this is so, let me 
say more on the subject. 

This past fall the wife and I were in 
Florida for the last Apollo moon 
shot. While there, I had time to run 
by and fish a lake I had in some way 
missed. It was a very large lake, be­
ing several miles in diameter. I knew 
that it was a shallow lake, and when 
I got there I was informed that the 
deepest water was 9 to 10 feet in 
depth. I noted that the water for 
quite a distance from shore was cov­
ered with weeds and lily pads. 

After asking a few questions, I told 
my wife that we wou Id have to find a 
"break" or a spot that broke from 7 
to 9 feet if we wanted to catch some 
fish. We found three such spots and 
each was working with big bass. We 
had a ball. To make it more satisfy­
ing we had the whole thing by our­
selves, although there were lots of· 
other boats and fishermen on the 
lake. 

Probably you are wondering how I 
figured we had to find that particular 
spot. I n the fi rst place, I heard the 
man say 9 - 10 feet was the deepest 
water in the lake. The second thing 
he said was fishing hadn't been so 
good the last week or so. In the third 
place I had quickly noted all those 
other fishermen on the lake working 
the daylights out of the weeds and 
pads. I figured this had been going 
on for the last week or so which 
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clearly indicated the fish were not in 
the weeds or pads. I noted also the 
weeds and pads cut off at 5 - 6 feet, 
and since the bottom was flat with 
no "breaks" or structure beyond the 
weed line, the fish HAQ to be in the 
deepest water. I picked the 7 - 9 foot 
section as the weather. cond itions 
told me the fish would not move very 
far. This type of break wou Id be 
large enough for me to see, and if 
there happened to be a deeper break 
it wou Id be so c lose by I'd have no 
difficulty finding it. It was easy pick­
ings. (The spots are so far out in the 
lake I suppose the only ones who 
will ever pass over them will be the 
water skiers.) 

Figure 1 shows a cross section or 
side view of a canal, slough or 
stream. If there ever was an excuse 
for a fisherman not to believe what 
has been said about the deep water 
being the home of the fish, this 
would be it. BUT, if you look closely 
it is not a contradiction. 

The home, or the area where they 
spend the greater part of their time, 
is under the weeds, brush or under­
cut in the bank (or shoreline). Close 
observation will show that there 
doesn't exist any deeper water to 
speak of. The whole thing is shallow. 
It wou Id be natural for the fish to 
take up housekeeping under the 
weeds, brush, etc. This gives him the 
necessary protection from the light. 
(As does deep water.) 

If you ever fish such an area and 
there is no deep water, and no cover 
you'll not likely find any fish. I also 
believe if you fished water such as 
Figure 1, you would find the fish un­
der the cover where the movements 
of the water had "cut" the deepest. 
If you're wondering how to fish it, or 
how the fish migrate - that's anoth­
er subject entirely. 

Figure 2 is a top view of a large 
shallow lake. It is several miles 
across.~The area near the shorelines 
are covered solid with grass, weeds 
and pads. This extends out to a 
depth of 4 - 5 feet. Beyond the solid 
weeds exist scattered weed patches. 
These are located in water 6 - 7 feet 
in depth. All the rest of the water; the 
greater part, is free of any vegetation 
and for a mile or more only increas­
es in depth to 8 - 9 feet. Then sud­
den Iy at 9 feet it breaks to 11 feet, 
and here exists a long narrow slot. 
The width is on Iy 50 - 100 feet, but it 
runs for a mile or more in length. 
The deepest water in the slot is a 

small section that's 13 feet deep. 
I n my book, just how shallow can 

you get? Now, where is the home of 
the fish? You might say, "Well, I 
catch them up in the solid weeds 
and around some of the weed patch­
es. In the spring I murder the fish 
there" . 

I say, "Where do you catch them 
after that?" 

You say, "Oh I don't fish much af­
ter that, it gets too hot and the fish 
don't bite". 

I believe if you wou Id have noted 
when you found the fish in the areas 
mentioned, it was in the spring near 
the spawning season. If you had 
looked closer you might have seen 
that you didn't catch them every day. 
Also, if you did catch them for a few 
days running, you did not catch 
them in the same spot every day. In 
fact, you never did find them in an 
EXACT spot. It may have been near, 
but not exactly. This shou Id have 
told you, the fish were "away from 
home". 

If you had paid close attention to 
this particu lar lake for a period of 
time you wou Id have fou nd the SEA­
SONAL migrations of the fish, due, 
primarily to the spawning urge, 
wou Id have put them in or close to 
the solid weeds. The weather and 
water conditions were good so they 
drifted arou nd in the area for a Spell. 
After the spawning you could have 
probably found them, not in the solid 
weeds, but in or around the weed 
patches, (sparse weeds). Then short­
ly thereafter they disappeared. 

It was at this time you decided to 
go home and not go fishing much. 
Well, the fish did the same thing. 
They went "home" - the slot. They 
spend most of their time here, and 
won't go very far from this area, until 
about the time you decide to go fish­
ing again - next spring. 

These types of shallow lakes are a 
welcome sight to a Spoonplugger: 
The fish are all balled up in a small 
area and ready for the plucking. The 
depth is so little they can't get away, 
but the best part is you're way out 
there all by yourself! 

. I'm ready to cut this thing off, BUT 

... there's something still bugging 
me. Nl3xt month, just four short 
weeks away, George and his writers 
have a new bunch of readers, and 
they're right back where they start­
ed. 

Of course your waters are differ­
. ent. Every body of water is somewhat 

different from every other body of 
water - and the wea.ther every day 
is different, too. However., all bodies 
of water are .alike in that they con­
tain water, held in place by the 
shoreline, and the water is wet, and. 
It (almost always) contains fish. The 
fish is completely at the mercy of his 
environment. His body is the same 
temperature as the water in which he 
swims. He is a creature of instincts. 
Those instincts are the same in every 
body of water, no matter the water or 
weather conditions. The fish reacts 
to water and weather conditions ac­
cording to his instincts. When you 
understand the fish, you will know 
how he reacts and when and where 
he does what. 

If you don't understand the basic 
fundamentals of fish behavior, how­
ever, then you are in trouble. You are 
then at the mercy of wind and water 
conditions, without the knowledge of 
how to interpret them. Your waters 
are not different, and you are not so 
different either. Few fishermen have 
the knowledge to interpret weather 
and water conditions in order to 
know how best to catch fish. And 
that's a fishing fact. ~ 
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