Knowledge Is The Key
To Fishing Success

by BLICK PERRY

Part Xl

Today you hear and read a great
deal aboutl structure, or structure
fishing as some call it. When

pined the waord “structure.” more
than a quarter of a century age, and
began using il in seminars and lec-
fures to explain its use and impar-
tance in fish migration, | was like a
vaoice crying in the wildernass, Mot
s0 today. Today the word has be-
come an integral part of most writ-
ers' and fishermen's concept of suc-
cessful fishing, Mast fishermen un-
darstand that struclures are Impor-
tant to both fish and fisherman. But,
| find they are not fully aware of the
different types of structures present
i a particular reservaoir, They do not
know their location, nor can thay
distinguish between those which will
effect fish movemeants 1o a lesser or
greater degree. In other words; the
more imparlant anes for that panicu-
far reservoir Just remember — you
can have structure and no fish, but
you can't have fish without structure.

One of the most important struc-
tures 1o be found in resarvoirs is one
| call “"DELTA.”

CELTA is a word | applied to de-
soribe a lake bottom conditian. Inomy
astimation this particular type is the
most important of all. | zall it the
maost impertant because this particu.
lar siluation exists in so many aiffer-
ent types of reservairs, It is also the
moast difficult to find and even maore
difficult to interpret. t's a structure
that the majerity of you do nat know
exists, There is no way to "SEE" that
such a situation is present, and yaur
knowledoe of fish movemeanis 15 50
meager that you fail to realize why a
blank is drawn aleng the shoreling
bars, and in areas thal you consider
“lishey looking.”

The discussion of DELTA situa-
tions is importanl for many reascns,

Auck Perry has beon taking siringers of
bass fand all game fish) ke this
for marg than thirly years. They are
cavght on tools called lures, bul
hisz success (5 based on Fishing
Knowladge,
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SITUATION “DELTA”
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However, there are two main reasons
why you should fully-understand this
situation. (1) — In many lowland or
flatland reservoirs ‘this particular
structure will be -the ONLY one
which will produce fish in -quality
and quantity. (2) — It will help you
clear up the BASIC movements of
fish, and how ‘‘breaklines’” and
“breaks’ control these movements.
It should again refresh your memory
on the primary, basic fact: you can t
catch fish where they ain’t.
Because of ‘the importance of
DELTA situations we will use more
sketches, and give greater detail,

than normally given on most struc-~

ture discussions. Thus, when the
word DELTA appears, these condi-
tions should immediately come ‘to
mind.

Reservoirs having what | call DEL-

TA type structures:are normally con-
structed in lowland or flatland re-
gions. They are normally in a valley
where wide, flat areas existed on
both sides of a stream. These flat
“bottoms’ were often prime farming
lands before the area was flooded.
However, while a DELTA situation
primarily refers to reservoirs built in
these areas, you will seldom fish a
lake that does not have this situation
to some extent.

In Figures No. 1 and 2 you see a
typical DELTA situation. Figure No. 1
is a cross section; Figure No. 2 is a
top view.

This is the basic picture of a DEL-
TA SITUATION: (1) — a channel (old
riverbed): (2) — a hump or ridge run-
ning along the edge of the channel:
(3) — a big flat behind the ridge or

hump: (4) — short structure along
the shoreline.
The ridge "“A"” — (Figure No. 1)

found along the edge of the old river
channel is a natural condition.
Weather and water conditions, plus
the growth normally found along the
bank of a stream, will in time build
up a ridgelike structure. At times the
ridge is pronounced, at other times
very slight.

The widths of the flats can vary.
Often both sides will be quite wide,
while at other times one side will
have a much larger or wider fiat than
will the other side. This is due to the
wandering of the stream bed.

There will be times when the ridge
and flat will occur only on dne side
of the stream, with the opposite side
being rather steep and close to
shore.

Reservoirs, built in different ter-
rains, will have DELTA situations in
various locations. In some flatland
reservoirs it will occur practically all
over the lake. In many it will occur
only in the lower, wider sections of
the lake. It may occur only in the up-
per section of some reservoirs. How-
ever, if you do not fully realize that
the channel is the “HOME" of the
fish, and if you are not fully aware of
the habits and movements of fish,
the DELTA impoundments can give

" you fits.

Many of the channels are located
far from shore, and the average fish-
erman never comes close to them —
much less finds them. And if you
have no idea as to how to figure out
where the fish will be WHEN they
move out of the channel, during their
migration periods, then you will not

“ know WHERE to fish.

The depths involved in DELTA

~ situations -can .vary also. But nor-

mally, when referring to a reservoir
as a DELTA type, most of the struc-
ture throughout the reservoir can be
reached by the average fisherman.

The relatively narrow ridge (A" —
— Figure No. 1) can be uniform and
may run. for quite a distance along
the edge of the channel without any
change or break. There is a normal
condition which occurs on the chan-
nel side of the ridge as shown' at
“B”. These are narrow, shelf-like
areas. These are breaklines. They
can be found along the inside of the
ridge — just before the drop-off into
the channel. Sometimes these
breaklines appear to be a series .of
steps (due to. water levels in the
past). Along these breaklines there

will likely be many breaks. These .

breaks can be in the form of eroded

. spots, . cave-ins, stumps, or debris
‘which could serve as

‘‘contact”
points. A normal migration of the
fish would . be to move up on the
ridge (A); via the breakline (B). Con-
tact would occur at a ‘‘break” on the
“breakline.’”” But, and you can take it
from me, unless you have some prior

"knowledge of where to look along

this ridge, or where on the break-
lines to concentrate your efforts, you
may have trouble making a catch. it
must be remembered that fish. do not
move constantly nor consistently.
Lucky is the fisherman that checks a
structure and finds the fish already
up and moving. Therefore, your ef-
forts must be concentrated at poten-
tially, productive spots on structure.

Look at
thegreat
finish

A*’plug demolishing teeth) |

. This s the finish folnd on a seri 5
of action packed Gudebrod hires that are
fast becoming the.best looking plugs m.
the business. :

Send 25¢ for color catalog!
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It is also important for the shore-
line fisherman to have some prior
knowledge of fish movement if he
expects to catch fish with any de-
gree of consistency from a DELTA
type lake. ‘

Let's repeat the sketches, but this
time change them slightly, and take
another look:

Figure No. 3 shows another cross
section of a DELTA situation. Study
this sketch carefully as it shows
where the fish will go ‘and where
they will not go. As you study the
sketch, keep in mind that regardless
of the type of structure you're fish-
ing, you should never assume that
the fish will go down the backside of
a hump. You'll note that a nice bar,
next to the shoreline, is shown. How
would fish get there? Or, which bars
or structures, along the shoreline of
a DELTA type lake, will produce?
~ The secret to a2 DELTA type lake is
the side, feeder streams or the cuts
which have been made through the
ridges and the flat bottom land. In
Figure No. 4 we see a top view. The
dam is quite long, and the body of
water quite wide. This drawing
shows the side, feeder streams, plus
the area where they cut through the
flats and ridges at the main channel
Y. These cuts and breaks would
be prime spots where the fish would
make contact with the bank of the
old channel. Normally, the move-
ment would be up to the breaks on
the upstream side of these cuts.
However, you-must not cons.ider»thisa
to be true in all cases. When check-
ing or testing an area, ail portions of
the cut should be gone over thor-
oughly.

When checking the area by troll-
ing, the passes should be made from
many directions, with each pass cov-
. ering a couple hundred feet on each
side of the cut. They should cover
the tops of the ridges, the breaklines
of the main channel, and the feeder
stream channels.

The normal position in - casting
would be to place the boat on the
upstream side of the cut (Position
“Y") Casts must reach both sides of
the cut and the ridge and breaks
along the channel. If all areas can-
not be reached from this position,
then the boat must be moved to dif-
ferent locations. Quite often, the
best position is directly on the ridge,
and many times the whole area can
be thoroughly checked from this one
_ position. W

Anytime two streams or channels,
regardiess of size, come together
they represent a key area for fish mi-
gration. In Figure No. 4 you will note
these afeas have been marked with

/an “X". The DELTA or ridges along

some areas have been omitted from
this drawing, but in most cases there
will be a DELTA, or a hump, to some
degree, wherever two streams come
together.

“B" represents a DELTA situation
where the ridge occurs on only one
side. In this case, with no feeder
stream cut; fish movements to the
breaklines would be determined by
the “breaks” in the area. And, as
stated before, this could be in the
form of a projection, eroded spot,
stump, etc. Many of these isolated
ridges or humps might not be pro-
ductive. They might produce early in
the life of the lake, but as time pass-
es many will be eliminated. You must
then be able to locate those areas
which are cut by a feeder stream or a
channel. “A” shows the ridge can
extend for quite a distance. Some-

times they may go for miles without

a cut or a break, or a very noticeable
variance. '

Figure No. 5 is a closer look at an
area where a feeder stream or flow
of water cuts through the flat and
through the bank of the old river
channel. As stated earlier, these
areas will become important contact
points. The importance of this draw-
ing is to show where to locate the

productive structures along the

shoreline. This is very important for
at times the i'idges and cuts of the
main stream are so deep they can’t
be worked and you have to work the
shoreline structures. At other times,
although the structure at the main
channel can be reached, the move-
ments of the fish are so good that
they move from the main channel
area to areas closer to the shoreline.

Figure No. 5 illustrates a couple of
shoreline bars that could produce at

(*“X”). This would be caused by the .

fish migrating along the breaks and
breaklines of the smaller channel,
ditch or gully to cross the flat. -
You might wonder — how are the
feeder cuts found? Or, you might
think your lake doesn’t have any
feeder streams due to it being in a
dry section of the country. Believe
me — you have feeder cuts. There

~has never been a lake built where

heavy rains or erosion hasn't created
feeder cuts to some extent. All you
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have to do is look towards shere 1o
zen evidence of where water flowed
at one tima or another. It may ba a
slight valley, a hollow, a raving or a
cova, but it will show where water
has moved toward the main vallay at
sometime. Thay may be few and far
betwaen, but you can bet they WILL
exist.

In years past | have been on DEL-
TA lakes where fesder cuts were
practically non-gxistent. Some fish
ware found on a slight hump, along
the ald river channel, or at some
break on the breaklines on the edge
cf the channel, In all cases, | found it
wise to take the time to locate the
culs made by the feeder streams. At
times thay were few in number, but
thay represented the best spots in
the lake and were well worth the
time spent in locating them.

Figure Mo, 6 is a top view of just a
partion of a DELTA type reservoir,
This drawing shows structure,
bréaks and breaklines, It shows fish
migrations: where they will go [Yes)
and whare they will not go (Naj). It
again shows the breaks and break-
lines that must be considered in a
lake of this type. Many times these
will be found a long distance from
shore. This is one of those situations
where yvou should not be concerned
with how far from shore you are. As
far as I'm concerned, the shoreline
serves only two purposes: (1) — it
serves as a reference point, and (2]
— it holds the water in the lake, Figh

a2 ; JUNE, 1873

would never know | sxisied unless
the roads fhattom structure) pofnted
thaf-a-way.

You will note on the right of the
drawing the word {YES) goes ifrom
bush to bush, then leads up to the
short bar along the shoreling, This
bar could be productive at times due
ta the marked roule across the flat
This is one reason why a nawly-can-
strugted reservoir of this type has
goad fishing in the beginning. Flats
and shereling structuras of this type
can go bad after a few years — o
most for some unaxplainable reason,
What would happen o these argas
after the bushes rotted away? You
figure it out,

It must be remembeared that in
most reservoirs the channel repra-
sanls the HOME of the fish. Any
ridgelike structure that exists along
this channel {s a blogk for Lhe fish's
movement toward the shoreline shal-
lows, The flat (bottom lands) become
anather stumbling blogk. How the
fish mowves, the breaks and break-
lines they use in a DELTA type lake
is a full fishing education in itself.
Study the drawings carefully — they
can provide the key far werking out
all man-made reservoirs.

Editars note: For those of you wha
have read Buck's article, ["'Get the
heck oul of the frees” ) in the March
issue, we suggest thal yvou go back
and reread that arficle. In the ight of
the above, {f may give you a beffer

understanding. Reservolrs with
massas of standing frees, are typical
“delta” reservoirs.

We can never say enough how
privileged we are that Buck Perry
has chosen Fishing Facts to be the
vehicle through which he is sharing
his knowledge with fishermen eveary-
wharea.

E. L. {Buck) Parry Is the father of
structure fishing. This modest, soft-
spoken former Physics Professor
from North Caroling State has be-
come a legend in his own time. His
discoveries aboul the basic move-
ments of fish have revalutionized all
fishing and are the basis of modern
fishing as we know (f today. In addl-
tion, ke has given us the vocabulary
of modern fishing by celining such
words as “Structure’”, "Breakling”,
“Sanctuary”, "Migration Rouwle”, alc.
To put It mildly, all of today's fresh-
water fishermen owe him a great
debl,

We have had countless requests
for reprints of this entire series of
Buok's articles which began /n our
June 1972 jssue, We are pleased to
announce that reprints ARE NOW
AVAILABLE at 25¢ for esach parl,
postpald.

If yvou wish to aorder reprints of any
ar all partz of this serles, please en-
close 25¢ for each part desired, and
send your order to Marthwoods Pub-
tishing Ca., Inc., P. O, Box 4189, Mil-
waukea, Wis. 53210,
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