Buck Parry bas been calching
stnngees of fish Nke this for more than 30
years. Qur files are o full of pictures
of Buek's catches tha! ence last year we
goaled and ran several picturas of
the same cafch. That sure was a
mistake. We could fill an enlire
Issue with Buck's pictures of successiuf
calches, there's ng nead o run
duplicates!

Knowledge Is The Key
To Fishing Success

by BUCK PERRY
Part X

We better look at
structure from a
seasonal standpoint.

Early season can be tough fer
many fishermean. Mast rush the sea-
son and forget that water does not
warm up as fast as ““fishing fever™.
LUInder the colder or early season
fishing conditions, we often forget
also, that fishing can be quite ditfer-
ant from that experienced last sum-
mer.

In our study of structure, weather
and water conditions, we normally
think in terms of a DAILY observa-
tion. After all, we are interested in
the condition that exisis the day we
go fishing.

This is good, and necessary —
even essential. But when we consid-
er the many weather and water con-
ditions that exist from one part of the
season 0 another, and the many dil-
ferent iypes of structure found in
raservairs, we are faged with the fact
that if we want to be fishing the most
productive structures, at all timeas, in
reservoirs (man-made lakes) we bet-
ter look at structure from a SEASON-
AL standpaoint. In other wards — are
we on the best structure for this time
of year?

The makeup of most natural lakes,
and especially those of small acre-
age, is such that they do not have as
many ypes of structure as do reser-
woirs (man-made lakes,] Narmally, in
natural lakes, the deep water 15 in
the form of a hole rather lhan a
channel, This hole, or deep waler,
may be limited in area and may be
located in only ane small area of the
lake, The contours of the bottom, in

Phaoto by Caral Parik

Mast average anglers make most of their catches in the shalfows in the spring
when the fish are mest vuinerable. They then spend the rest ol the year fishing the
same places they cavght fish sugeassiolly in the speing .. and the rest of the yoar
thay wondar why they're not eafehing fish. Buck Perry tells WHY Jn this arficig.
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natural lakes, are more uniform with-
out the abruptness and changes of a
reservoir.

Most natural lakes are also quite
predictable in regard to what is pres-
ent. The deep water consists of . a

hole or holes, most structure is in-

the form of ‘bars’ which run out from
the shoreline, and some lakes may
have humps or underwater islands. If
you go from one side of the lake to

the other; or from one end to the oth-

er, ‘there is, in most cases, not a
great deal of change in structure
types. The depths may vary to some
degree, but in the overall picture, the
fisherman would not be concerned
too much with which good structure
he should fish — regardless of what
time of year it is.

This is not the case when we con-
sider ' reservoirs (man-made . lakes).

Here we must consider structure
from the SEASONAL point of view if
we want to be on the most produc-
tive ones. In reservoirs we have a
multitude of different types of struc-
tures. We have steep shores, flats,
long bars, river and feeder stream
channels, coves, bays, deltas, under-
water islands, humps, etc. We have
many man-made structures such as;
submerged roadbeds, causeways,

Fig. 1
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daims, borrow pits,“etc. All of which
means that in most parts of ‘a reser-
_voir the structure may, or will be
completely different from those in
another part of the reservoir. AND
that this need not only be true from
_ the lower end, up to the upper end,
but could be true in. just a short hop
across the channel. It is for this rea-
“In this study we will concern our-
selves primarily with largemouth
bass rather than other species. How-
ever, it would be well to view all spe-
cies in the light of the following.
Largemouth bass, as a rule, do not

venture any great distance from a

particular. home area. We will view
our study as his growing up in a par-
ticular area, then dying of old age in
this -one, home area.

In order for us to arrive at the best
structure, from a SEASONAL point
of view, let us review or recall some
of the basic movements or migration
habits of the fish.

In Figure No. | we have a cross
section’ of a typical reservoir. There
will be areas with long, sloping bot-
toms — with long structures. A

channel of some description, and.

areas that have steep, short struc-
ture with a quick drop off into deep
water. ) ‘

We have placed the fish in the
channel in a typical winter or colder
season position. During these colder
parts of the season (late fall, winter,
and early spring),-there will be short,
scattered migrations from the deep
channel towards the steep shoreline
and short structures. This, as you
should see, would provide the 'short-
est route to the.shallows for a lim-
ited, scattered migration. This area
would provide immediate access
back to deep water. The fish would
" ‘never be very far from.home.

In the warmer part of the season
(late spring, -summer, -or early fall)
the movements of the fish will be

" toward the longer routes and flatter
structures. i

The fish is .a cold-blooded crea-
ture. His  activity,” movements,
growth, digestion, -and all other
functions, will change with the sea-
son. It is not our purpose'in this arti-
cle to discuss the whats, whys and
wherefores of weather and water nor

its effects on fish behavior. Suffice

to say, Figure No. | .is the mental pic-
ture you should have in mind for the
SEASONAL migration of fish. With

this in -mind we can now proceed to .

the question of staying or. the best

structure from a SEASONAL point of
view.

In Figure No. 2 we-are looking at a
section of a reservoir. This particular
section shows where the original riv-

er channel made a swing or a bend.

The flow of water was from left to

right. In studying this sketch you will

note three sections; (1) — The “in-
side” of the curve has produced a
wide,” flat area with long, flatter,
structures. (2) — The “outside” of
the bend in the channel has pro-
duced a steepef, deeper section
close to shore, with short, deep
structure.  (3) — The feeder stream
has produced a ‘‘cove”, or bays with
varied. bottom conditions and short
structure.

Let’'s -assume that in fishing the

longer, flatter structures (A,B,C and

D) during the past summer they were
found to be productive. BUT, when
they were checked in the colder part
of the season, little success was
had. What gives? What do we do?

During the colder period, struc-
tures A,B,C and -D should be
checked because -at times they may
yield -4 fish or two. In some areas
fishermen' use high speed boats to
run from one end of the lake to an-
other, checking and rechecking
these longer, warmer season struc-
tures without giving-any thought to

other areas that might be more pro--

ductive. This procedure produces a
lot of action (boat that is) with ques-
tionable results. Weather and water

-conditions would have to be very co-

operative to produce a nice string of
fish on these structures during this

‘early or colder part of the season.

Short, scattered movements, which
these areas might produce, would
easily-be missed by a ‘‘constant rid-
er.” That’s called boating, we're in-
terested in fishing.

The above procedure is not rec-
ommended. After a-short check of
structures- A,B,C, and D the fisher-
man should move to the other types
of structure in the area — Figure No.
2. ‘ ‘
With Figure No. 1 still in mind, the
first section - a fisherman should
check would be that found along the
deep, steep shoreline. The first cast-
ing or trolling pass might not pro-
duce a single fish, or it could pro-
duce a “loner” fish. This would be
quite normal for this part of the sea-
son. Several additional passes could
be made before another fish is
caught. Then a .subsequent pass

EDITOR’S NOTE:
We can . never say enough how

‘privileged we are that Buck Perry

has chosen Fishing .Facts to be the
vehicle through which he is sharing
his knowledge with fishermen every-

" where.

E. L. (Buck) Perry is the father of
structure fishing. This modest, soft-
spoken former Physics Professor
from North Carolina State has
become a /égend in his own time.

_His discoveries about ‘the - basic

movements of fish have
revolutionized all fishing and are the
basis of modern fishing as we know
it today. In addition, he has given us
the'vocabu/ary of modern fishing by
coining such words “as “Structure”,

“Breakline’’, “Sanctuary’’,
“Migration Route”, etc. To put it
mildly, all of today's freshwater

fishermen owe him a great debt.

We have had countless requests
for reprints of this entire series of
Buck's articles which began in our
June 1972 issue. We are pleased to
announce that reprints ARE NOW
AVAILABLE  at 25¢ for each part,
postpaid.

To some, the price of 25¢ for a

.comparatively few pages of printed

matter may seem high as compared
to this entire magazine for the single
copy price of 75¢ and the subscrip-
tion copy at about 50¢ That differ-

.ence is easily understood by those

who know about the high cost per
each for printing small quantities of
anything. The information they con-
tain is, of course, priceless.

If you wish to order reprints of any
or all parts of this series, please en-
close 25¢ for each part desired, and
send your order to Northwoods . Pub-
lishing Co., Inc., P. O. Box 4169, Mil-
waukee, Wis. 563210.

could produce a limit catch. The
fisherman should consider himself
very lucky if he finds a large number
of fish-moving at any one time.
The next area to check would be
the feeder streams and coves found
off the deeper sections. When
weather and water conditions are
good, the fish will- move at times into

- the channel of feeder streams. From

there they will migrate into the shal-
lows. This is especially true if the
water color is different from that .in
the ‘main body of water. The short
bars, found in the coves, can at
times be highly productive. in the
colder part of the season.
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son we have to look at structure
from-a SEASONAL standpoint if we
want to be on the best ones at all
times.

The migration of fish from the
main channel into the feeder stream
channels is the reason why many
fishermen score in bays and coves
early in the season. These areas
must be checked. They can be
checked by trolling or casting. Cast-
ing, -however would allow this area
to be checked more thoroughly. The
troller could check some of the
breaks marked (X) without too much
troubte. He would, however have

trouble keeping the lures in position

in the small bays and congested
areas. Casting, as indicated by the
small arrows, would be better and
would give better coverage.

There are several things that
should be kept in mind when fishing
these areas in colder or early sea-
sons. (1) — Migration is mostly spot-
ty. (2) — When a productive area has
been found, .considerable time
should be spent working it over
thoroughly. (3) — If a particular area

such as a small bay off a steep
shoreline (as:in ‘Y’) has proven pro-
ductive, other spots of similar nature
should be looked for and tested.

This would hold true for ANY area

found. to be productive at this par-
ticular time.

Early season success in these
" areas ‘can be bad for the average

fisherman! He will spend too much
time in these areas later on in the
season. He will never realize what
has happened to his good fishing,
and will have to wait until the season
rolls around again to once again
have any appreciable success.

An important notation that should
be made on Figure No. 2 is that
when working coves and bays in the
cooler season, a good hand rule to
follow would be; (1) — pick coves
and bays that are close to the deep-
est water in the area (channel.) (2) —
DO NOT SPEND TIME IN' BAYS AND
COVES WHICH DO NOT CONTAIN
SOME SORT OF CHANNEL OR
FEEDER STREAM. In other words, if
a cove or bay is a wide, flat area,
with no sign of a channe! — stay out.

A good rule of thumb, to apply to
SEASONAL movements of bass and
fishing in a reservoir, would be to
start with the first part of the year. In
the colder weather the first consid-
eration would be to the steeper
shorelines with - the steep, short
structures. As the season moves
toward the pre-spawning season,
check the steeper shores less and
increase attention toward  coves,
bays and short bars in these areas,
These coves or bays, with. their
shorter structures, would be worked
heavy during the spawning season.
After the spawning season leave the
steep shoreline, most of the coves
and bays, and direct attention to the
longer, flatter structures in the main
body of the reservoir. In other words,
the spawning season would be the
dividing line between the steeper,
shorter (cold weather) structures
and the flatter, longer (warm weath-
er) structures. In the late fall, head
back toward the cold weather side.

In Figure No. 3 we have a top view
of a natural lake. When viewing the
migration of fish from a SEASONAL
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' point of view it is-'somewhat different
from that found in reservoirs. This
does not imply that the habits and
instincts of fish.are different, but that
in most natural lakes the STRUC-
TURES USED DO NOT CHANGE,
BUT WILL REMAIN THE SAME
THROUGHOUT THE SEASON. How-
ever, if by chance your natural lake
has the same features as discussed
in the reservoir — short structure —
steep shoreline, etc., then the same
principle would apply. Those natural
lakes, with a stream flowing through,
such as a lake chain, and some wid-
er sections of streams, at  times
called lakes, often have features as
found in reservoirs. Figure No. 3 is
adequate for our study.

Figure No. 3 shows the contour
and structure available in a natural
lake. Added to this structure is a
shallow channel or slough leading
off to a small expanse of water. This
could be a small, shallow lake con-
nected to the main lake by a narrow
channel. ,

The deepest water in the lake is a
large section in. the center of the
larger body- of water. This would be
the home of the fish, (winter or sum-
mer). In studying the structure avail-
able, there are two main structures
in the form of a bar (A & B). The sec-
tion marked “C” has no well defined
structure, breakline, nor breaks. It is
a flat, sloping bottom. The break-
lines that occur on each structure (A
& B) are the only “steep” bottoms
available. Thus, they would be the

shortest route to shallower water for

limited - or scattered migrations —
just like the steeper sections of a
reservoir. These would give the fish
an immediate drop-back or access
to the deepest water. So, in early
season, and pre-spawn ‘season,
these steeper sections of the struc-
ture would be used.

As the pre-spawn. season ap-
proaghes, it is highly probable that
in certain weather and water condi-
tions, some fish may migrate, for
short periods, into the feeder chan-
“nel leading to the backwaters of the
. slough ‘or small, shallow lake. The
possibility of this would increase as
the spawning season neared:

In the overall picture, two main
structures (A & B) would be consid-
ered as the main migration routes for

both cold and warm seasons. In the’

colder pre-spawn period, the deeper
breaks and breaklines would receive
~the SHORT, SCATTERED, UNPRE-
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with an FB

The TAURUS GS480 is a game-fish fly
reel for those who like to take the big-
gest with the best. It handles 400 yds. of
20-Ib. test line. Tournament accredita-
tion, thrust ball bearings, quick tension
adjustment, 3-way anti-reverse and
other features assure the fly-fishing
specialist of a real Fishing Break with
the GS480. See the full FB line at your
dealer’s or ask for a free catalog from

FEURER BROS,, INC.,

North White Plains, N.Y. 10603

DICTABLE migrations. As the sea-
son progresses, the movements
should become better and better,
and be more to the shallow portions
of the structures. During the spawn-
ing season the most productive,

shallow places in the lake, should be \

in the near shallows of those two,
main- structures. If the lake has a
slough or a small channel leading
off into a bay, or a small section
such as “D”, then this too should be
checked. After the spawning season
the same, main ‘structures (A & B)
would receive the migration as per
weather and water conditions that
exist.

One further thought might be in
order at this time in regards to con-
sidering- fishing from a SEASON-
ABLE standpoint. Too often, during
the pre-spawn and the spawning
season, fishermen rush to the water
expecting to find the fish in the shal-
lows. They become puzzled when
they don’t find them there. They tend
to forget that how far a fish moves
on migration, and how long they
stay, is dependent upon weather and
water conditions that exist at that
particular time. They neglect weath-

er-and water, and if the deeper parts
of the structures are checked at all
— it's a short check — done in a half
hearted manner. They return to the
shallows with no regard to where it
is because ‘‘the fish just gotta be
there — it's that time of the year.”
The pre-spawn and spawning sea-
son is a period of changing weather
and water conditions! Fish react to -
these changes just as they do in any
part of the season! Weather and wa-
ter condition can wreck a spawning
season. This is one of the reasons
why there are missing age groups in
most waters. A good rule to follow
during this period is: the closer the
spawning season, the more fish can
be expected in the shallows. Be hap-
py when this occurs. One trip may be
good and the next bad. One year

" might be 'good and the next bad.

Whatever the time of year it might
be, or whatever the weather and wa-
ter conditions may be, regardiess of
how short and slow the movement
might bé our best chance of catch-
ing fish is by fishing the most poten-
tially productive water. We will never
catch fish by fishing where -they
ain’t! —7
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