by BUCK PCRAY

Part IV

Several months ago. when the
Editor of Fishing Facts reguested
some articles on fishing man-made
reservoirs, the question arose,
“Where do we start?”

Ve started with an explanation of
the waord “Spoonplugging™ . . What
makes a fish tick, and how do |
catch him. Because that was four
months  ago  and  sometimes  our
memaorigs plﬁ‘_.: tricks on us. plus the
fact that thousands of new readers
are seeing Fishing Facts far the first
time each manth, | think it desirakble
o repeat that explanation.

SPOOMPLUGGIMNG is an  all-in-
clusive word. |t is the total concept
for successful fizhing.

(1}, It is an understanding of how
fish live, his habits, his instinets, his
reaction to stimuli, fow weather and
water conditions affact him, where
he is likely to be found under various
conditions, and what it takes to put

him on the stringer at that particular
time.

(21, 1t is an orderly and precise man-
ner in which to fish,

(31 1l i confidence in one's fishing;
the remawval of fear in fishing strange
waters and for strange species.
(41, It is the full understanding that
there is no magic short cut o suc-
cess; and that successful fishing is
predicated on knowledge and the
implementation of (his knowledge.
(51 It is the willingness to put forth
affart.

(6], It requires no special talent or
ability to learn, only a strong desire
to catch fish.

(7). The guy who understands fish
behavior and how to go about utiliz-
ing his knowledge to put fish on the
stringer, we call a SPOON-
PLUGGER.

i8). A SPOCNPLUGGER has an un-
aelfish  aftitude toward his  fellow
fisherman, directs his efforts toward
cansarvation, and is concernad with
his ouidoor manners.

(%1, Equipmant that was designed for
better cantrol, and allows the trans-

This fisherman (s taking off in a fog.
Byt then, most fishermen da all
thelr fishing ina fog, the fog of lgnorance.

The aarly morming fag on the wa-
tar s soon berned away by the hol rays of
e sun, bud the fog o of fishing ig-
novance is ool 5o sasily dispelled. Al
toa olten i persists for tha gntive
lifetime of the individual fisherman. In
some cases, the log ilts partially and
some fizhermen pragress to the poinr of
gaining same Knowledge and ex-
pedlencing same suycoess, bul they
slop thers, For many, lshing is a mal-
fer of practicing the same mis-
faxas far years.

Suak Perry has been called luna-
e, genius, crank, expard, eccenirlc, fool-
ish and profound. He prefars the fi-
He of TEACHER. For some thivly years
now he has been TEACHING fish-
erman (who are willing o Jearn) how fo
catch more big fish than thay ever
thought possibhle. Most lisherman, how-
gvar, refuse lo believe the truth
atwwt fishing even when confranted
with if, How about you?

FISHING FAGTS f 31



Bueck Perry and five whopper-sized bass

fa&ken from Some wilderness retreal

some virgin waters? No way! Buck
alizes in taking

Qur ibutinng Editar Carl Malz
of Skakie, linois, and a “keeper”
narthern pike caught on & lake very close
o Milwaukee. If w parl of a dem
anstralion pro Tar ane of Buck F_-"rr?',s
Fishing Schools which was given
in the Milwauhee area during Juns
amd Jil) 5 yedr, (Siwdean meam-
bers of the Fishing Fac aff paid 550
gach o attend s se




fer of fishing knowledge to others as

easily as possible; is called SPOON-
PLUGGING EQUIPMENT..
(10). Lures which were designed to
allow SPOONPLUGGING knowledge
to be utilized to full advantage are
called SPOONPLUGS. These lures,
through proper application, will be
the means by which a fisherman can
discipline himself, and constantly di-
rect his attention to the important
controls in fishing (depth and
speed), rather than on aids (size,
color :and action).

We :also discussed the words and
terms used. This would allow us to
. understand each other when dis-
cussing lakes; their makeup, condi-
tions, etc.

It was suggested that readers se-
cure the basic Spoonplugging Book-
lets. These booklets cover the basic
movement of fish, the basic weather
and water conditions, and the basic
presentation of lures.

With this basic knowledge in
mind, we could then proceed to the
big task of learning more about res-
ervoirs. .

Subsequently we covered some
basic structures and covered or
worked them fully both casting and
trolling.

Before we proceed too much fur-
ther, we should clear up a few more
facts. If this is not done, | feel that
much of what we talk about in the
future will FALL ON DEAF EARS.

One of the reasons SPOONPLUG-
GING was created was due to the
fact that, while still a very young
fisherman, | noted that a multitude of
opinions existed on what made fish
tick and how to go about catching
them. Many reasons were advanced
for whatever success was had, but |
found there was no scientific back-
ground to substantiate the reasons.
It became obvious that very few true
facts were known about fish, nor the
best way to consistently catch them.,
AIT of the opinions given seemed to
be just repeats of things heard or
read about.

At an early age, | vowed that if
ever | found out anything about fish;
that if | ever talked or wrote about
fishing, it would be from one definite
approach — | WOULD NOT QUOTE
FROM A FISHING LIBRARY, NOR
WOULD | EVER .PUT DOWN AS
FACT ANYTHING THAT | HAD NOT
FOUND OUT FOR MYSELF, NOR
EXPERIENCED ENOUGH TIMES TO
BE JUDGED AS FACT.

ROAD RUNNER

1/16,1/8 & 1/4 024
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Crappie
Walleye

Pike
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Lake Trout
Pike

BOX 505 . BRANSON. MO. 65616

My associates, friends, and those
who have followed my fishing and
teachings can vouch for the fact that
the observations and conclusions |
have made are mine alone, and are
not the writings or observations of
someone else. For many years | have
refrained from reading outdoor mag-
azines or books on the subject of
fishing, until Fishing Facts came
along.

By stating the above, | do not
mean that | have not had some heip
from friends and fellow fishermen.
Many have worked with me in arriv-
ing at a final conclusion. Many hours
have been spent in discussions on
the merits of an observation or work-
ing on.a problem. Through the years,
| have repeatedly compared notes
with great fishermen like Don Nich-
ols of LaGrange, lllinois. He has
been a great help in the formation of
my opinions on weather, and what
part it played in fishing. He has
helped me many times in adding to
my knowledge by presenting prob-
lems to be solved, and helping me to
solve them. There are others, such
as Terry O’Malley of Chicago, who
have given of their time in tying
down a particular subject. But, in no
case have | expressed the opinions
of others, nor drawn a conclusion
unless | had experienced it, tested it
fully, or until | was completely sure
in my own mind that it was sound.

During a fishing season, many fine
catches of fish are made in all parts
of the country. Many of these catch-

es are made by fishermen with little .

or no fishing experience. Many are
made by fishermen who have been
fishing for many years. One thing
each catch. has in common is the
fact that the fishermen were at the
right place; at the right time, and
fishing in the right way.

The question that comes to mind
about these catches is just how of-

ten will these fishermen be at the
right place, at the right time, and be
doing their fishing in such a way. as
to repeat the good catch?

Another thing to consider, were
these fishermen aware of why they
happened to be at that particular -
place, at that particular time, and
were they aware as to why they were
fishing in that particular way at the
time?

We are sure that some of these
fishermen were aware, or had the -
knowledge, as to why they were
there and doing the things they were
doing. We are also certain that most
of these catches were made because
the fishermen ‘““just happened’’ to be
there, and ‘“‘just happened” to be-
fishing correctly at the time.

Our observations, over the years,.

have been that most catches ‘‘just.:
happen” to be made.

In our present day, recreation
means a great deal to us. We, who
have chosen fishing as our ‘outdoor
recreation, should get as much en-
joyment out of it as possible. We go
fishing to catch fish. There are side
benefits of course, but will side
benefits satisfy our needs? We have
seen very few golfers who enjoy the
sport for the side benefits only. He
gets his satisfaction from becoming
good at the game, and being able to
lower his score as he goes along. He
will buy the necessary tools. He will =~
pay for instruction. And he will work
hard at becoming good. He seeks,
and gets all of the knowledge he can
about his chosen recreation. '

What about the fisherman?

The secret to consistent success- -
ful fishing is KNOWLEDGE of the
sport. | feel the fishermen should, at -
least, have knowledge of the follow-
ing: '

1. A knowledge of fish. Their pattern -
of behavior, how they react to
stimuli.
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Terry O'Malley of Chicago is one of
Buck Perry's fop assi , and
aone of the greates! fisherman o be found
anywhere. Catches like these are 50

commonplace for Terry thal we have to
beg him to take pictures af them

for us. This iimil caleh came from a
Wisconsin lake near Chicago, a

lake that has been "written off" by nearly
all fishermen, because they don't

know how to catch fish out of it!

That's Buck Perry second from the
laft, than Caontribuy Editor Carl Malz of
Skokie, I Gene Sfrang
of Chicage and Terry O'M: ;
Chicago, and a member of Buck's
staff. The catch was made as part of an-
ather demaor
Milwaukes i
by Buck Perry and Terry O'Malley
The lake? We won't tell you because
someans would ba awlully am-
barrassed. (The lake is sche
poisaned out becawse If has no mara

game fish!}

xd to be




2.A knowledge of the water to be
fished. Bottom conditions that fish
adapt to, mapping and interpreta-
tion.

3. A knowledge of conditions that af-
fect fish, weather and water.

4. A knowledge of how to locate fish,
casting and trolling.

It was many years ago that i began
to realize that there had to be a bet-
ter way to fish. | witnessed fishing in
almost virgin waters. At times, fisher-
men were successful, but mostly
they came away unhappy with the
days results. Recalling those days, |
remember back to March of 1928, a
lake that was virgin in many re-
spects. No pollution, no other fisher-
men on the water, and the water ski-
ers had not been invented as yet. |
saw my Dad take 10 bass weighing
46 ibs.

This catch was hailed as the great-
est thing in years. It was the high-
light of his fishing, not only for his
previous fishing experiences, but it
would remain so for a period of 25
years, at which time | FORCED
Spoonplugging upon him. In the last
5 years of his life he caught more
fish than he had in the previous
seventy!

Many fishermen, back in the so-
called ‘‘good old days”, didn’t catch
fish, just as they don’t today! So
don’t any of you young fishermen
start using present day fishing con-
ditions as an excuse. for not going
fishing, nor as the excuse for not
catching any.

My father, like fishermen today,
had many excuses when he had no
success. He worked hard at fishing,
and part of his reputation as a good
fisherman came from the fact that he
made more casts than anyone eise
and fished longer hours.

He was always looking for some
shortcut to success. He read all of
the glowing reports where some
poor jerk credited success to some
) magic gimmick or fishing water in an
area far from the beaten path. He
bought every new gadget that came
on the market, swallowing complete-
ly the glowing terms made by the ad-
vertisements.

It wasn’t-until his fishing life was
about over that he came to the re-
alization that. most anything will
catch a fish at some time or other.
He came to the point where he be-
gan to see why certain lures were
better than others at times. He finally
realized that successful fishing is
purely mechanical, and that certain

Wisconsin Fishing Lake Maps
New Catalog Ready for Distribution

Over 1600 lakes listed. Maps show lake structure (depth
contours). Sampier order form included with (New 1972)
40 page book. For a copy send 35¢ for postage and handling
to FISHING MAPS, P.O. Box 5096, Madison, Wis.

53705.

BONANZA MODEL "C" SCALE

A must for the beginnipg or advanced hundlouder
Bonanza Model “C'* Scale
offers guaranteed accur-
acy, super sensifivity, ease
of reading, in addition —
Big 325 grain capacity.
T o YOURS FOR ONLY $11.95
Write for Free All Product Catalog.
BONANZA SPORTS. MFG.

RELOADING DIVISION
412- 9 Western Avenue Faribault, Minnesotu 55021

Making baits for resale? We
make professional quality, raw
lead jigs, single spins, tail spins,
etc. Custom made from your
drawing or sample.

Paul L. Patry,

308 Herndon,

Evansville, Ind. 47711

tools must be used. Tools that would
allow him to control his fishing as
the situations arose. He never fully
threw away all the misinformation
about where the fish were, how they
lived, and what made them tick. He
admitted that what he learned in the
last days explained why he had all
those fishless days when actually
the water was working with lunker
fish.

He had been thoroughly brain-
washed by old wives’ tales and gim-
mick sales. He had put things down
as facts before all of the evidence
was in. After casting a shoreline for
hours on end with no luck, he decid-
ed to switch to a lure seldom used
(usually the last one in the box) with
its off-color paint. The fourth cast
produced a nice fish, and for years
after he could kick himself for not
putting it on sooner.

He failed to realize that if he had
used this particular lure just a few
minutes - earlier, in that particular
spot, it could have been just as inef-
fective as all the rest. Or that, if he
had been using -any one of the pre-
vious lures at that particular time,
and in that particular place, he
would have had the same good re-
sults! Still further, he did not realize
that if he had been casting those
good areas (fished previously), at
that particular time, he might have
had better luck.

Very few fishermen will take the
time to learn from others, nor do

they learn by their own experiences.

For example, let us observe a couple
of fishermen in a boat. They are
casting a shoreline. One of them
turns around in the boat and makes
a long cast toward the middle of the
lake. He explains that he has some

loose line on his reel that he wants
to remove.

The lure sinks, and when he picks
it up to bring in, he has a heavy
strike and subsequently lands a fine
fish! They, however, continue to cast
the shoreline, and throughout the
day get quite a bang in recalling
how that ‘“crazy’ fish was caught on
such a cast! (They did not catch a
single fish- along the shoreline.)

Let us observe two other fisher-
men under the same conditions. One
of them makes a cast toward deep
water to straighten out his line, and
after landing the ‘“‘crazy” fish, makes
the comment, “Now why did | caich
that fish on that cast? We had better
stop right here and find out some
answers’. While checking the area,
they note a bar that ran from shore
at this particular place, and the long
cast had reached the edge of the
channel. They also found that addi-
tional casts to this spot produced
additional fish.

They marked the spot and on later
trips found that fish were not here at
all times, but ever so often they
would catch a limit. So on every fish-
ing trip they checked to see if there
were any fish at this place. If no fish
were found, they went back to cast-
ing the shoreline.

The first fishermen didn’t gain
anything from catching the fish in
deep water.

The second group gained a little
knowledge that paid off for them in
later trips.

Where the first group failed to
learn anything from their experience
— the latter group gained only a
fraction of the knowledge that
should have been gained by their ex-
perience. They should have gone
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Buck Parry and a limif catch of &
bags fram anofhar “fished ou” lake. Buck
has besn producing calches like
these, io the amazement of local Vex-
parts”, far some 30 ygars now.

Why don't more flshermen want o LEARN
how o calch fish? Because weo alf
tand fo be lazy ... we'd rather put our
money acfoss the countar far some

= zhiny new pieco of equipmeant thal will
Rave all the fish lgaping in our

boarl.

[

further and tried to find out “why"
the fish were at this place once in a
while. They could have gained
knawledge herg that would have
salved the whale fishing picture for
them. Mot only in this lake, but in any
lake that they might fish,

Bafopre SPOONPLUGGEING was put
down in written form, such as found
in the Spoonplugaing booklets, a
great deal of study was necessary
and many different types of water
checked. To be able 1o put in writing
a statement that is a fact and has
merit, a great deal of time and study
must be put into il

Ma fisherman, ar person, should
ever make a slalement about a fish-
ing fact until he has checked out his
findings thoroughly, The potential
fisherman, and the novice fisherman.
deserves to be told fact, not fancy-
truth, not whimsey-realities, not
dreams ar else he will bhecome
discouraged and disheartenead,

Many statemenls have been stated
or printed as facts. whan in reality
they were nat. These “facts” weara
no doubt mads from limited informa-
tion, gathered from limiled exper-
iences and from very limited areas,
The “fishing world” of most fisher-

3% ¢ SEPTEMBEA, 1872

rmen, and for that matter the world of
most people, 15 very small.

As most people do, the fisherman
derives his experience from his im-
madiate surroundings. He uncon-
sciously fesls that the waorld, mare or
less, rolales around his area or his
activities. He might even get to the
place that he beligves his observa-
tions., or his fishing experiences, are
universal, He has not had the time or
has not been able to experience how
big this country and world is. What
conditions axist bevond his own cir-
cle is unknawn.

Fishing conditions, waters, weath-
ar and people vary by the thousands.
What is considared '‘fact” in one
place would be laughed at in anoth-
arl What a fisherman says is the best
procedure for fishing in one area
might be considered insane in
another.

The Spaonplugaing booklets were
written from observations and tests
gained over many years of fishing
gxperience. The most important part
of these experiences was the fact
that they weare not limited in scope.
They involved waters and species of
fish found from one end of this
country to the other, Every possible
type of water and weather conditions

was tested. Thousands of fish were
taken, with each fish playing its part
in arriving at a conclusion or fact.

The Spoanplugging booklets were
written for fishermen all over ths
country. The statements made fit
universally.

Atremendous amount of effart and
study went into being sure no lo-
calized siwation would confusa or
harm fisharmen in octher areas. The
only way this could be done was o
stick to facts about fish, weather,
water and lure types, and how this
should be used or presented. Pre-
sentation had to be done so as to be
suitable for all conditions and all la-
calities.

Al types of presentation, both
casting and trolling, had to be done.
Butl in some waters not all were pos-
sible or advisable. In some areas
certain presentations were not pos-
sible or permitted by law. In other
places types of lures could not pos-
sibly be used due to water condi-
tions. Maonetheless, the presenta-
tions and lure types were not contra-
dictable nor in errar.

Spoonplugging is based on what
must ke known o and upon proper
presentation of lures to consistently
catch fish. Facts are facts, and they
are conclusive. In stating them we
are not interasted, nor do we care
about some new exotic lure or some
local method. All that was aver de-
sired was to be able to go to any
lake, stream, or reservoir, inany lo-
cality, and fish far any species of fish
presant, to be able to feel at homea
on any water, and {o be sure that if
anyone caught a fish on that partic-
ular day, we would be one of them!

| cnece heard a well-known writer
make the statement, “Boy, if | could
design the perfect lure. | could retire
tomaorrow.” He, too, harbored the de-
sire to have a lure that when thrown
in the water — no matter where —
would cause the fish to rush with a
frenzy to grab it

Many years ago | had the desire to
design a lure, but my reascons dif-
tered fram those of my writing friend
in that | had no thought of monetary
valua, Meither did |, for a minute,



Editor's note:

E. L. (Buck) Perry, of Hickory,
North Carolina, is the man we credit
with being the. father and teacher of
structure fishing. It was Buck’s dis-
coveries about the habits and move-
ment of game- fish that made pos-
sible the entire modern era of an-
gling. We also consider him to be
America’s greatest living fisherman,
a man who has become a legend in
his own time. Recently one of the
giant national magazines wanted to
do a feature article on Buck, but
wanted.to bill him as the inventor of
the Spoonplug. Buck refused by say-
ing he didn’t want to be remembered
as the inventor of a “piece of tin”.
The Spoonplug which he invented is
only a tool of his trade like a hammer
or-a saw to a carpenter. It is Buck’s
discoveries and fantastic fishing
knowledge that will make him im-
mortal in the world of angling. We
are privileged to have Buck as a fre-
quent contributor to Fishing Facts.
This is his fourth article. Read it well,
you are receiving some of the basic
knowledge that started the whole era
of structure fishing.
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'R'ﬂ'ﬂu"dﬁ‘ﬁs'ﬁ FlUTTER TAILS

PROVEN KILLERS FOR WALLEYE,NORTHERN
PIKE, LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS

® Jig’em or fish’em slowly off the bottom like
a plug @ The wiggly little rubber tails come alive
in the water—drive fish crazy ® In sizes and
colors for all gamefish—under all water con-
ditions ® Field tested and approved by experts
® Available at complete tackle shops throughout
the midwest and southern states.
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15471 Ridgewaye Markham, lll. 60426
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ent actions built in that would vary wet”’. Dreams are to be fostered —
according to the need of the speed not shattered. He will pass many

“think that a lure could be designed
that would:catch fish without effort

“on the part of fishermen. My reason
for thinking of a new lure design was
for the purpose of having a lure for
my.own personal use that would al-
low me to have some control over

~my fishing. The lures available, at -

that time, could offer little more than
“action to a limited degree, and in a
" variety of colors.

. I'was considered a rather success-

" ful fisherman using the lures that

..were available, but | fished hard and
= for many long hours to get my catch-
“.es. Observations made over the
years :convinced me ‘that if a lure
~could be designed that would allow
" mé& to control speed and depth to
“some degree, then these controls
combined with color, action and size
could make the fisherman’s desire
for consistent catches become a re-
ality instead .of a dream.

With this objective in mind, |
turned to my tinsnips, and. from
sheets of metal began the laborious

" task of trying to create a lure that

““colild be trolled.or cast; was capablé

" of maintaining depth whatever speed

“being rused; would not-spin: out of
the water at high speeds; with differ-

being used; and so balanced that it
would come to the top of the water
when fouled.

I soon found that | had set for my- ‘

self no small task. If | got speed, |
lost depth; if | got depth, the action
was gone, and so on and on. Over a
period of many months, every avail-
able minute was spent on the lake —
cutting, bending, twisting and snip-
ping metal. | often felt that the only
thing | was accomplishing was rais-
ing the water level of the lake. More
and more as | worked on the design,
though, | learned what affected or
made possible the features | was
seeking.

After arriving at a model that
proved satisfactory, | began making
some for my own use. Later, friends

were given samples, and when my

friends became too numerous to
supply, the idea of making lures to
sell was born.

{I am glad that my desire to create
a new lure was not born from the
idea of getting rich, as this dream
would have been totally shattered!

| have néver had the heart to tell
my writer friend that his dream is ““all

happy hours contemplating his
dream of fame and riches, never re-
alizing the sad truth that fishing hab-
its follow generation after generation
in the same manner and are not eas-
ily displaced; and that you can show
a fisherman how to catch a bushel
basket of fish, and he will only shake
his head and say, “l don’t believe it”
even though he helped catch the
fish!)

Originally, Spoonplugs were not
designed to be sold. They were built
for many reasons; the main one be-
ing that no lures were available that -
allowed control of depth or speed to
any great degree.

There was also a need for a lure
that could do specific jobs in casting
and trolling; one that could be used
in mapping to determine what the
bottom of a lake looked like, and
how it was made up; one that could
be a tool that would allow fishing
knowledge to be transferred to oth-
ers. You can tell a fisherman how to
fish properly, but without a tool to al-
low implementation, this knowledge
would be of little value.
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Spoonplugs will catch most any-
thing that swims. But above all, they
are teaching and disciplinary tools
which enable catches to be made,
which are the important and neces-
sary things lures must do.

Proper -equipment, as well as
lures, is equally important in teach-
ing. It would be a great injustice for
students to attend classes and not
learn what correct equipment must
do. It would be impossible to teach
proper trolling methods with a lim-
ber, buggy whip rod, or a rubber

' s0 be it.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Our policy is to have our writers
name the names of all products de-
scribed in their articles so that our
readers know what we are talking
about, but we will not let our pages
be used for commercial “selling” of
any products. This is not easy at
times, and is further complicated by
the fact that we have -a mail order
tackle sales division and carry much
of their advertising. One reason for
that is that we don’t have the large
amounts of national advertising to
help pay the publishing costs, and
almost no magazine in America can
be printed and delivered for the
price of the subscription or news-
stand sales. That's an awful good
reason, of course, but another one is
that it does you little good for us to
describe items if you can’t get them
in your part of the country. We are,
however, proud of our merchandise,
proud of our air-tight guarantee
policies, and unashamed to make a
profit on specialized items that are
not widely available.

Lest some fisherman feel that we
are trying to sell him yet another lure
(Spoonplugs), or some tackle man-
ufacturer feel that we are trying to
cut into his business by trying to re-
place his lures with Spoonplugs, the
following words of clarification are
necessary:

Spoonplugs do not take the p/ace
of anything that is now in your tackle
‘box or on your dealer's shelves. In
fact, they make every other lure more
valuable to you! When you have lo-
cated the fish through the precise
controls engineered into Spoon-
plugs, you can then choose to cast
to the fish or troll for them with any
lure you desire that is right for the
occasion. (Surface, deep, medium-
deep, etc.). That includes using live
bait, too!

band for a line. So, to transfer

knowledge and allow students to:

learn, proper equipment must be
used.

All Spoonplugger items, such as
lures, rods, lines, etc., were de-

signed especially for SPOONPLUG-
GING. They had to be, none existéed.
Every item was designed to do a
specific job.

If there are any who would be crit-
ical that mention is made of these
specific tools and equipment, then
It is unfortunate that a suc-
cessful curriculum for fishing must,
at times, be associated with the sale
of fishing gear; but we feel that
proper explanation as to how this
has come about is quite sufficient.

Our rewards have not been mon-
etary, that’s for sure. They have been
largely derived from the thanks of
those who write to say, ‘“‘Thanks to
you, my fishing has taken on new
meaning’’ or to be able to help the
many who write and wish so fervent-
ly to be able to catch some fish for a
change. The results speak for them-
selves.

We teach fishing. If proper equip-
ment is used, we care not what the
brand name might be.

The most common remark that a
traveling Spoonplugger hears after
he has spent hours, and possibly
days, working out the success keys
on a particular lake is, ““He didn’t
catch those fish in this lake. I've
fished it for years and have never
caught fish like that”.

The skeptic has not caught fish
“like that” because he is confused
about correct fishing and especially
confused about lures and their prop-
er role.

There are many good lures and
baits available to the fisherman. He
can take the best of them and troll
until the paint wears off, or cast
them until the hooks fall off, but -he
certainly won’t catch fish using them
over the front lawn or down the cen-
ter of the main drag. No one would
raise an eyebrow in disbelief over
this ‘statement. But if we state that

you can waste a full days fishing by .

running lures, or placing them, in
the wrong places, then we get an en-
tirely different reaction.

We go to great lengths to explain
that MOST OF THE TIME, MOST OF
THE WATER CONTAINS NO FISH.
We point out how very important it is
to keep lures in position. We keep
repeating, ‘‘Don’t fish where they

':
o

Overcoming Shallow Water
Fishing Hazards

I've always considered shallow water
fishing a real test of a fisherman’s skill.
In the

early

Bass leave

the protection

of deeper wa-

ter to feed

on shal-

fow water

baitfish. W|thout their natural protectlon
Bass become. extremely sensitive to the
sound and movement of a fisherman’s
cast. Always remember to remain un-
usually quiet — let the wind take your
boat into the target area and if wading,
avoid unsure footing. Whenever possi-'
ble cast away from .your shadow. '
'Probably the most trying hazards to
overcome in shallow water are the
snags from natural obstacles — logs,
stumps, roots, and weeds. Bass almost
always seek the protection of these
obstacles so, to be successful in shal-
low water its best to use a lure
that gives you plenty ¥ - ofactron and
at the same time 9

“Dedly Dudly”

works best for me

_ . . this dual action spinner

¥ works as a “‘buzzing’’ surface lure

if the retrieve is started as it -hits the

water, or as a “root dodging” deep

runner by allowing it to sink below the

surface. The instant-starting blade de-

sign also lets you fish the Dedly Dudly
slower than any other spinner.

Send 25c for 1972 Full Color Catalog,
Burke Fishing Lures 1969 S. Airport Rd.
- Dept-FF2 Traverse City, Mich. 49684

ain’t’”’. And still we see most fisher-
men presenting lures or bait in areas
where they will never be able to
catch fish.

This is tragic — but understand-
able. Because they don’t know that
‘they don’t know’!

You can’t catch fish unless you
put the lure where the fish are. So,
the next time you use that so called

“Killer” lure with no results — give.

some thought as to who or what is at
fault.

Much has been said about
presentation of lures being an im-
portant part of catching fish. If lures
or bait is not presented to the fish
where it can be seen it is not likely
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that any fish will be caught. So pre-
sentation cannot be emphasized too
strongly.

Presentation of lures should be
done both casting and trolling.

Trolling, as we point out, is a very
important part of successful fishing
— casting, likewise, is very impor-
tant. Most Spoonpiuggers use troll-
ing for “learning” their lake and /lo-
cating fish. After this is done, then
casting becomes very important.

There are many instances where
only one procedure is advisable.
This is due to the make-up of the
water, or the conditions of weather
and water, and how fish are reacting
to these conditions.

Some waters are so crowded with
weeds it is impossible to troll to any
degree, others are so full of vegeta-
“tion that only top-water or weedless
lures can be used efficiently. There
are other waters that are, for all
practical purposes, unfit for casting.
We can just imagine fishermen go-
ing into the Great Lakes after coho
equipped only with casting gear. At
times, weather and water conditions
are such that it would not be advis-
able to go after straggler fish by the
casting route. Trolling would be the
answer at this particular time, but a
few days before, casting this same
water would have been the correct
procedure to limit out in short order
on lunker fish!

There are other examples where
some situation calls for only one
type of presentation, but the thing
we must always be concerned about
is presenting lures at the right place,
‘at the right time, and in the right
manner. This calls for both casting
and trolling. There are very few wa-
ters where both cannot be done
most of the time.

The important thing that we must
consider at this time, is not whether
we prefer to cast or troll. The impor-
tant thing is that we must be in a po-
sitiorr to take advantage of the fish-
ing situation as it confronts us. We
must go about our fishing in such a
way as to make us better fishermen.
Most will agree that this can be
measured in results or in catches.
We must not limit ourselves to any
one particular procedure.

We have witnessed fishermen lim-
iting themselves in casting and troll-
ing by the gear they choose. We
have seen some using boats and
motors so big and so elaborately
rigged they cost a small fortune, yet

the fisherman was limited as to his
presentation. He could only proceed
to the near vicinity of a productive
structure and cast the shallows. It
would be difficult and unlikely that
he could position the boat properly
for complete coverage of the struc-
tures. Usually, the fisherman who is

not properly equipped with boat and’
motor is not equipped tackle-wise to

efficiently do anything but casting,
and in most cases, a limited type of
casting. And as far as trolling is con-
cerned, they are not equipped to do
so to any degree of success.

There are other areas where
choice of gear limits proper pre-
sentation. The fellow who expects a
spinning outfit to perform adequately
in trolling is another example. A limp
line and limber rod gives no ‘““feel”.
The wide jerking sweeps of the rod
would make it difficult for the lure to
reach any degree of the maximum
performance for which it was de-
signed. If the lure is to “‘talk” and
give information, then it must be giv-
en the opportunity to perform and re-
late that performance.

Almost any presentation will catch
fish at one period or another during
the year, and almost any lure, or
tackle, will catch fish at one time or
another; but the key to successful
fishing is being in position, having
knowledge and tackle, to take ad-
vantage of any situation. If one set of
rigging will not allow the fisherman
to expand his fishing knowledge or

‘presentation, then he should provide

himself with equipment that will han-
dle the situation — whether it be
casting or trolling.

if a fisherman took into consider-
ation the many types of water avail-
able, should he expect to consistent-
ly catch fish' if he does not troll?
(Note that we used the word ‘“‘con-
sistently”, which adds more dimen-
sion to the question.)

We have no hesitation in answer-
ing this question with a quick NO.
Trolling can be a very important
phase of fishing. Some states have
restrictions on trolling and some wa-
ter conditions makes it impossible to
troll, so there is little the fisherman
can do about these particular condi-
tions. But, in most instances, trolling
is allowed and water conditions are
such'that it can be done.

As we observe the average troller
fishing his particular body of water,
we find his greatest restrictions are
those that he inflicts upon himself.
Namely — improper equipment and

MUSTAD
Viking Hooks

From tiny midges to big streamers, these
celebrated hooks offer a choice of the
finest, most carefully tempered steel
wires, great strength and sharp, hollow
points. Their smooth, tapered eyes won't
chafe leaders or tippets.

Example: Mustad Viking Hook, 94840,
above. Hollow point, round bend
straight, forged, extra fine wire, bronzed,
TDTE, 4/0 to dry fly sizes small as you
can tie. At dealers, everywhere, /

“ 0. MUSTAD & SON (U.S.A)INC.

BOX 396 « 185 CLARK ST. » AUBURN, N.Y. 13021

lack of knowledge as to ““how” and
“what’’ trolling is all about.
Equipment that we normally see
being used is good for-one thing on-
ly — dragging a lure. A long, limber
rod that jerks back and forth as it’s
pulled through the water is jerking
the lure in a like manner. No lure can
perform with any stability in speed
and with very much depth control in
a situation such as this. A limp line,
usually used in conjunction with this
type of rod, gives a tremendous
“pbow” to the line; affecting control
still further. ‘‘Feel”, as it should be
feit, is nonexistent with a trolling rig

“of this type, so even if a fisherman

has the knowhow, he could not do
the job of trolling adequately with
this type of rig.

On the other hand, a troller with
the proper rig could be just as
handicapped in achieving the proper
results, if he does not know why
trolling is important and how it
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should properly be done. We would
venture to say that the caster, who
only casts the shoreline and who has
not the foggiest notion about pre-
sentation, has a thousand percent
better chance of catching a fish than
the troller who does not know how
to present lures properly in trolling!

On one occasion, | was instructing
a fisherman in the proper pro-
cedures for successful trolling. The
particular lake we were fishing was
large and the structures were long

and rather flat, extending into the

lake in some instances a quarter of a
mile or more.

Shortly after getting on the lake, |
threw a marker in water that was a
good quarter mile from the nearest
shoreline. We then went to the
shoreline and began to discuss troll-
ing techniques. During the discus-
sion, he interrupted several times
wanting to know why | had thrown
the marker in the middle of the lake.
| asked him to be patient, and ex-
plained that if he trolled this section
of the lake properly, he would wind
up hitting the marker.

Having fished this particular body
of water before, | had thrown the
marker on the end of a very large,
flat structure. The particular spot
where the marker was thrown had a
long, narrow' “‘finger” off the main
bar, and the end was at a good
depth, and make a sharp drop-off in-
to the deepest water in the area. It
was a simple matter to drop the
marker in the correct position as
well-defined shoreline sightings had
been made some years before,

After making many trolling passes
and following instructions, he burst
out laughing; he found he was head-
ing closer and closer to the marker,
and had to swerve the boat to keep
the motor from chewing up the
marker. ‘

To be a successful troller, it is im-
portant that each and every lure be
kept in proper position. Each lure
size will *‘fish”’ the water if this is
done. At the same time that the wa-
ter is being fished correctly, the fish-
erman is “contouring’ the bottom to
arrive at the spot where the fish will
be. The fisherman will leave the lake
knowing that he not only fished the
water thoroughly, but he has knowl-
edge as to where structures are lo-
cated, their condition, and their di-
rection.

To be a successful troller includes
knowing how to maneuver a boat. To

do this we start the troll and slowly

“turn the boat toward the shore until

the lure starts hitting bottom, (in
some lakes when working the shal-
lows with the smaller lures, the. lure
will come in contact with weeds in-
stead of the bottom). When contact
is made slowly head the boat toward
the deeper, or open water; then as
the lure starts running free, slowly
head the boat back toward the
shoreline until the lure starts bump-
ing again. By continuing to maneu-
ver the boat in this manner, the lures
will always be in position and the
contours of the bottom will be fol-
lowed, regardless of shape.

The degree of correction of the
boat is so slight, that the lure is nev-
er but a few degrees from directly
behind the boat.

What would happen if you moved
your boat in until the lure. started
bumping and you just continued to
let it bump without ever turning
toward deeper water? If this were
done, you could start bumping and
come into a large flat area; and
would then find yourself going out
across this big flat area, getting far-
ther and farther away from fishable
water.

Now let us suppose you slowly
maneuver the boat away from the
shallows and the lure starts running
free. If you did not begin to correct
your heading, and slowly start back
toward the -shallows, you could
shortly find yourself out over 50 feet
or more of water, and the lures be
completely out of position.

In teaching trolling, one of the
main problems we find is that the
fisherman OVER-CONTROLS. He
does not SLOWLY correct the boat
heading, but hastily over-controls,
and before he knows it the boat is
completely out of position, and when
the lures make contact or come-off
running free, the boat is so far out of
position a lot of water has been
missed, and it takes time to get the
lure back behind the boat again.

When maneuvering the boat in
trolling, you have four main things to
accomplish: First, keep lures in posi-
tion; Second, keep lures fishing at
all times; Third, learn your waters —

know the bottom contours and find
' the structure breaks; Fourth, arrive

at the fish.

If it appears we place a lot of em-
phasis on trolling, you are correct. in
our opinion it takes more sKkill to be-
come a good treller, than it takes to

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE
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e Herter's 1972 free catalog, over 80
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TABLE ROCK LAKE, MO.

Excellent black bass & crappie fishing, tst in
U.S.A. (Sports Afield, May 1970).

Fishermen, bring your families! Modern house-
keeping cottages sleeping 2-10 people, guide ser-
vice, boats, motors, freezer service. April 1st thru

Nov. 15th.
Call or Write:
FRED BRUCKNER
Star Rt. 1, Box 416FF
BRANSON, MO.
(417) 338-2517

become a good. caster. For gener-
ations fishermen have been instruct-
ed in the proper procedure for cast-
ing, but never on procedures for
trolling. There is a definite purpose
for every trolling maneuver; and in
the final analysis, it is trolling that
will tell you where, when, why, and
how to cast. We can’t say the same
thing about casting.

While Spoonpluggers are taught
the importance of trolling, this does
not rule out casting by any means.
The most important thing we must
consider in fishing, is not whether
we prefer to troll or cast; the impor-
tant thing is that we must be in a po-
sition to do both in a sane and intel-
ligent manner. Whatever the situ-
‘ation calls for, be rigged and cap-
able of doing.

A subject very seldom. discussed
is the position of a troller in the boat.
This can make the difference be-
tween correct presentation and
whether trolling becomes a chore or
a pleasure. On occasions, we have
heard a fisherman make the com-
ment that Spoonplugging is work.
He doesn’t know it, but what he is
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saying is that he doesn’t know the
mechanics of trolling or casting. He
is probably the kind of fellow that is
not interested in doing much of any-
thing that requires a little discipline,
effort, or thinking. The Spoon-
plugger is actually taking the easy
route. This is especially true in troll-
ing, as he is letting the motor and
lures do most of the work!

However, if a fisherman does not
know how or where to sit in the boat,
or is not using the correct gear, nor
does not know how to hold the rod,
fishing can become a chore. The
easy route in most things is the best
route (unless you get it to the point
of doing nothing).

We have discussed the proper
gear for trolling in our study of

“tools”’. These tools were discussed,.

not only for proper presentation, but
certainly for their ease of presenta-
tion as well.

One of the big advantages of
Spoonplugging is the fact that the
young, the old, and the handicapped
have a chance to catch lunker fish. It
does our hedrts good to see young
boys and girls, men and wives, and
some who have lost an arm, getting
a great joy from Spoonplugging.

In the drawing shown we will
focus our attention on the position of
two trollers. The fisherman running
the boat is positioned to the right of
the motor, facing slightly toward his
left; he is steering the boat with his
left hand; reel in right hand (more'in
the palm of the hand rather than
holding with a pistol grip) the rod is
across his lap and can be supported
with the knee, or can even rest on
the side of the boat. This position al-
lows him to be comfortable and re-
laxed. He has very little exertion or

rod movement unless he desires to
direct his lures on turns by raising or
lowering his rod tip.
The second fisherman should be
seated far enough forward in the
boat so .that each fisherman has no
problem of interferring with ‘each
other, and this position stabilizes the
boat for easier maneuvering. He
should be facing toward the motor,
working from his left side. He is
holding the rod in his lap with both
hands. Since his rod is low, he ex-
erts little or no effort to_ allow his line
to swing in against the side of the
boat on a turn to the left. On a turn
to the right, he doesn’t have to do
anything, unless he desires to make
his lure “cut across’” on the turn,
which is easily done by raising the
rod tip.
We have seen fishermen sitting in
a boat in the correct position, but
trolling from the wrong side of the
boat. Such a man will be steering the
boat with his left hand, but has his
body in a twisted position with his
right arm flung out over the side of
the boat and holding his rod in a pis-
tol grip fashion. He is unable to con-
trol the boat properly in this position,
and he certainly has no control over
his rod. The contortions that take
place when he gets hung on a snag,
or when a fish takes, are unbelieve-
able to behold.
Trolling should play an important
part in fishing — if done correctly —
and for many reasons:
1.More quickly eliminates unpro-
ductive water.

2.Greatly facilitates and shortens
the time of mapping and contour-
ing.

3. Allows a greater area
covered to find fish.

to be

4.Produces more stragglers.
(Remember these fish are impor-
tant on those days which produce
little or no movement.)

5.Allows more varied and better
speed control.

6. Competes with modern day traf-
fic.

7.Makes fishing a family sport.

.No casting skill is needed.

9. Allows the use of lure weights
and sizes which may not be use-
able with the available casting
rig.

10. Tells when, where and how to
cast.

The length of line being used in
trolling will affect the depth at which
lures run. For instance, if 60 to 80
feet of line is first let out, additional
line will allow the lure to run deeper.

Let us set up some categories of
line length:

o]

1 - Short line 10 - 20 yards
2 - Medium line 30 - 40 yards
3 -'Long line 50 - 80 yards

‘When trolling shallow water, a
shorter line length is normally desir-
able over a long line; depth control
can be accomplished better with jure
size rather than line length. When
deeper sections are fished with the
iarger lures a long line is necessary,
and in order.

Spoonplugs were designed with a
limited depth range, this was desired
so the lures would not vary their
depth too much with a change in
line length. This design allows the
smaller, shallow working lures to
hold their depth range with a min-
imum of line length; and the larger
sizes, which call for a longer line

“length, would have their depth range

limited to a controllable line length.
In other words, the lures were de-
signed to get their maximum depth
range on a minimum of line length;
additional line not adding any appre-
ciable depth to the lures.

Spoonplug sizes and their running
depth as per recommended line
length is as follows:

Short to medium

500 Series 2 to 4 feet

line length
400 Series 4 to 6 feet Short to medium
250 Series 6 to 9 feet Short to medium
200 Series 9 to 12 feet Medium to long
100 Series 12 to 15 feet  Medium to long
900-8008Series 15 to 25 feet  Medium to

extra long

it should again be noted that the
diameter of the line will affect lure
depth. The larger diameter will give
a greater line drag which results in a
depth loss. The above figures on
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depth were based on the smaller di-
ameter lines (.019.- .021 inch).

The medium line length (30 - 40
yards) is a good length to run on
Spoonplugs). This length will give
good control and depth. Before the
100 Series lure is removed, extra, or
long line should be used to get the
maximum depth of this lure. Any wa-
ter shallower than this will have al-
ready been ‘“‘strained’ by the other
lures on a medium line length.

Normal trolling will not scare fish.
They may be more ‘‘skittish” in the
early part of the season with its cold-
er water, but as weather warms and
water temperatures rise, the passing
of a boat is sometimes an aid. Differ-
ent line lengths would take care of
these conditions if they should ap-
pear — jonger lines in the early sea-
son, less as it warms.

in this light, let us emphasize the
shorter line length in hot weather.
During hot weather, many times the
troller does not run through the lure
sizes with a short enough line. This

is especially true when working for

smalimouth bass. At times the line
should be no more than 5 to 10 yards
behind the boat; in or beside the
“boil™ of the motor. A good rule to
follow under hot weather conditions
is to go through the lure sizes with a
short line before using the recom-
mended medium lengths. In areas
where shad are plentiful, the correct
line length under these hot condi-
tions, would be the distance the
shad are observed breaking in the
‘wake of the motor.

The shoreline would be a
determining factor in the amount of
line to let out. A shorter length of
line would be used in trolling along
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a crooked or irregular shoreline that
would be used in trolling along a
straight shoreline. The shorter line
length would make it easier to follow
the crooks and turns.

In trolling, the path the lure takes
behind the boat can be controlled, to
a great extent, by the position of the
rod tip. If the rod tip is high, the
lures will “‘cut across” on all turns,
but if the rod tip is low, the water
drag on the line will cause the line
and lure to more directly follow the
path of the boat.

If a boat contains two trollers, the
one on the ‘outside’” of a turn
should put his rod tip low and allow
the line to come against the side of
the boat. The “outside’ line will then
be kept safe from the motor and the
lure will not cut across and tangle
with the other line.

Another situation that must be
stressed, in the light of line length
and depth, is the problems that a
fisherman starts to run into after he
reaches the fifteen foot depth. The
amount of line used, the type of line
used, or the lure types used to reach
depths below fifteen feet will sepa-
rate the men from the boys.

It becomes increasingly more diffi-
cult "'to have control below this
depth. The ‘‘feel” starts to disap-
pear, interpretation becomes more
difficult, just ‘‘fishing’’ becomes
more difficult and tiring.

As depth increases, the fisherman
has to become more exact. A fish re-
acts to depth in such a way that he is
more difficult to catch, and a more
exact presentation must be made in
order to make him take.

In  summation, line ‘length be-
comes important for many reasons:

Depth control, keeping lures in posi-
tion with proper control, learning the
make-up of the bottom, mapping and
interpretation of structure.

If- these things are not accom-
plished, we will be ““dragging” a lure
rather than “‘trolling”.

We are not too concerned as to
whether you use Spoonplugs, nor if
your presentation is exactly as de-
scribed, but we are concerned with
proper depth and speed control.

If, at any time, the method of pre-
sentation or the type of gear being
used does not allow depth and
speed contro! fully at any particular
time or place, the results can be
measured. in terms of how much
each is able to do. You have to be
the judge and determine whether
your method and tools will do the
job effectively and successfully.

All fishing FAILURES must be an-
swered in terms of depth and speed
control. All fishing SUCCESSES
must be answered in terms of depth
and speed control. The minute a
fisherman credits failures and suc-
cesses to AIDS (size, color and ac-
tion), he is on the downhill road. If
lures and gear is used that will not
give depth and speed control, he is
headed downhill. But above all, if
lures, bait, or methods of presenta-
tion do not constantly act as a re-
minder of speed and depth, the same
downhill- road is ahead. Future
growth and fishing success will de-
pend on just how much you keep
these two controls in mind.

Always remember that depth con-
trol means WHAT, WHEN, WHERE,
WHY and HOW. Speed controls will
make the fish take, and also tell you
WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY. and
HOW. This puts all tackle items in
their right perspective, as vyou
should know WHAT each will do,
WHEN it is needed, WHERE it
should be used, WHY it is needed,
and HOW- it is used.

You should never stop learning.
The day you become an ‘“‘expert” is
the day your fishing growth stops.

The day you become selfish in

" your fishing is the day you stop your

fishing growth.

The day you forget depth and
speed control, and put faith in size,
color and action (aids) is not only

‘the day you stop your fishing growth,

but it is the day you start downhill.
Pretty soon you’ll be asking yourself,
“what happened?”



