THE BASIC FACTS YOU NEED TO CATCH BIG FISH

Knowledge Is The Key
To Fishing Success

When | was requested by Fishing
Facts to write some articles an fish-
ing, with special emphasis on Artifi-
cial Reservoirs, a great big question
mark arose in my mind — where do
you start on a subject as involved as
this ong is?

| can certainly understand why
their emphasis was placed an these
man-made reserveirs. because hare
is where the men are separated from
the boys. Probably less knowledge is
universally known about these wa-
ters than any other. Complete inter-
pretation of structure, weather and
water conditions, and movements of
fish is a must, il they are to be mas-
tered consistently,

For the firsl few years after a res-
ervoir is constructed, they offer little
challenge; as young. fast-growing
fish are abundant and can be caught
gasily in many areas. But as the lake
gets older, the fish get larger and
scarcer, and the water and bottom
conditions change — vou have a
whole new ball game. Emply string-
ers can be the rule, rather than the
exception! A fisherman may find an
area i early spring that produces
fish, but when summer rolls around a
blank is drawn!

Since Reservoirs are built in all
types of terrain, in all sections of the
country. with widely varying struc-
tures, and different weather and wa-
ter conditions, you can readily un-
derstand why this type of water can
provide challenges and problems to
the average fisherman. He probably
finds it easier to abandon a partic-
ular reserveir when fishing begins to
get tough, and find himsell a new
ong, The only problem this presents
i5 running out of new reservairs,

Where do we start?

We must — as with all fishing
start with basic knowledge of how
fish move, basic weather and water
conditions, basic presentation of
lures, and basic fishing of struciure.
This is the key to successful fishing.
reqgardless of the water being fished.

For those whe need to be remind-
ed of basic knawledge I'll state it in

by BUCK PERRY

Part Il

“It takes far more skill to
be a good troller than it
takes to be a good caster!
There is a big difference
between trolling and drag-
ging a lure through the wa-
ter.

its simplest farm: the home of fish is
degp water. In most waters, this
home {or sanctuary) is too deep and
the fish while there are (oo inactive
for lures to be presented effectively.
As fisherman, we are saved by the
fact that periodically these fish be-
come active and maove toward the
shallows., When they move. they do
not move in & haphazard mannar,
but move on well-defined paths or
migration rowtes called structure. As
fish mowve on structure, they either
pause or stop at a “break” in the
structure. Haw far they mowve and
how long they stay is depsndent up-
an the weather and water condilions
that exist at that particular time. The
fisherman's job is to control fis fish-
ing. both casting and frelling, in
such a way s¢ as to make confact
and put fish on the stringer,

(Eclitar's Mate! In case you missed
fast month's article, Part |, by Buck
Perry, we arg repealing the fact that
Perry’s booklel, “Spoonplugging For
Fresh Water Bass And All Game
Fish™ is available from Northwoods
Publishing Ca., Inc., af §2. Wis, res-
idernts please add 8Bc for state sales
fax.)

We must be sure. also. that the
words ar terms used in talking about
the different subjects are fully under-
stood. For only in this way can the
basic information be expanded. The
Spoonplugger’'s Glossary which
follows will explain the ferms used.
Study these ferms so that we can be
on commaoan ground and speak the
same language. At first, some of the
terms may not be fully understood,
but before the subject is finished you
will know what they mean.

BOW — Excess ling, in the form of a
curve, which occurs between the
rad tip and lure.

BREAK IN STRUCTURE — Where
structure is no longer uniform due
te dips, or a quick drop in deplh;
rocks, stumps, etc.

BREAKLINE — A line on structure
where there is a definite increase
in depth, either sudden or grad-
ual; weedline, brushline; edge of
channels or holes; where iwo
bodies of water meet which differ
in temperature and/or color.

BRUSHLINE — The deep-water
edge of a line of brush.

CHECKED — When an area has
been thoroughly fished correctly.

CLEAN BOTTOM — Bottoms free of
debris, muck, moss, elc.

COLD FRONT — A weather condi-
tion. (Description and positien
oblainable from daily weather
maps and reports.)

CONTACT POINT — The position
on struclure where contacl is first
made by fish on their migration
from deep waler.

CONTROLS — Factors to be con-
sidered and used for successiul
fishing.

CONTROL — To present lures in an
orderly and correct manner,

DEEP WATER — Water that has a
depth greater than eight to ten
feel.

DIRTY BOTTOM — Bottoms cov-
ered with debris, muck, moss, etc.

DROF-OFF — The place on struc-
ture where there is a sudden or
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rapid drop into the deepest water,
such as a hole or channel.

ELIMINATED WATER — Water that
has been fished correctly and has
produced no action.

FAN CAST — A series of casts that
covers the water in an arc.

FREE SWIMMING LURE — A lure
moving or swimming through
open water.

GAME FISH — Any fish considerad
worthy of pursuit, either for its
pugnacious disposition or for its
flesh.

HARD BOTTOM — Bottoms with a
firm condition, usually associated
with sand, clay, rocks, gravel, etc.

HOME — The deep waler areas
where fish spend most of their
time.

HOT-SPOT — An area where figh
are caught consistently when fish
are said to be “biting'.

JUMP LURE — Normally, weighted
lures wused for botltom work,
whose speed and action is ob-
lained by rod or reel movement in
the form of a jump or jerk.

MIGRATION — Movement of fish
from one saclion of water fo
another. MNormally used when
speaking of a depth change.

MIGRATION ROUTE — The path
fish take as they move from deep
water to shallow water, or vice
versa.

MOVEMENT — Closely associated
with migration, but also meaning
when fish become active (oppo-
site of dormant.

OPEN WATER — Water free from
vegelation growth, and away from
shoreline.

POINT — An extrusion in the shore-
line that extends into and under
the water.

SANCTUARY - The section of
water, in the home area, where
fish spend most of their lime.

SCATTERPOINT — The depth, on
the botlom, where fish start to
separate and scatter and are no
longer grouped together.

SCHOOL OF FISH — A number of
fish that are grouped close
together.

SCHOOLING — A school of fish
feeding on the surface, visibly
tearing up the water.

SHALLOW WATER — Water less
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Editor's Nofe

“Biessed are those who share
thair knowledge with ofhers for hay
shall be called teachers”. E. L.
{Buck) Perry. of Hickory, Morth Car-
ofina. is e man we credit with be-
ing the father and teacher of siruc-
lure fishing. It was Buck's discover-
fes aboutl the habils and movement
of game fish thal made possible the
antire modern era of angling. We ai-
50 consider him to be America’s
greatest living fisherman, a man who
has become a legend in Ris own
fime. Recently one of the giant na-
tional magazines wanted to do a fea-
fure article on Buck, but wanted fo
il him as the inventar of the Spoon-
plug, Buck refused by saying he
didn't want o be remembered as lhe
inverlor of a “piece of lin”. The
Spoonplug which he invented is only
a tool of hig frade ke 2 hammer or 2
saw lo a carpenter. It is Buck's dis-
coverfes and fantastic fishing know -
edge that will make him immaortal in
the world of angling. We are priv-
ileged to have Buck as a fregquen!
contributor (o Fishing Facts. This 15
his second article. Read it well. you
arg recelving some of the basic
knowledge that started the whaole era
of structure fishing.

What's tha!l old dead tree doing ow! there all by tseff? That mist be a shallow spot Mauri Marasco of M-M Sporfing Goods
theve. s i part of & fong bar? Doss il connec! o the shorelinge? Doss it lead fo .‘.Cifmat:lic{.‘. ar :“iq’_' :j-'-_-r.lz:;:p-:émg 11"::.-{,,:!;,.:.
ihe deepest waler in the area? Whai is the principal species of fish in this body of Buck Perry Seminar s I»._,;-',-;‘,,H.,;;Eé ‘What-
water? What time of the year is it? Is the warer clear or murky? 15 it 2 bright Bvar it was ke ‘,-.,‘.r'.rg I-r.lpusr,l;.a;r.;- I\E.gq r;-
claar day or a dark and cloudy day? These are some of the guestions you should be Ry o CAUSE m‘:.. pu..';;."fm‘;r-*r.ro "rau_:fr L.-'I.!} .:;;;::\
asking when you see o sight ke this. If's ali a part of being able o “read” waraer that. ,.-;,r,,,, Jaft te n';rnr'. EarT Gr'.'..'e.'i::l.'; '

famead sportscasior of WITI-TV, Milwau-
kee, George Parik our publisher; Buck
Perry: Mauwri Marasoo: (partially hidden by
the podium). Art Mercier, the ouistanding
ouldoorsman of WBBM-C85 Radio, Chi-
siaga; and ace spaciswriter, Don Johnsan,
af the Milwaukes Senrinel
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than eight to ten feet in depth.

SIZE OF LURE — Normally, the
length in inches rather than by
weighl.

SOFT BOTTOM — Botloms covered
with soft silt, mud, muck, marl,
elc.

SPOOKED — Fish which have be-
come alerted or have become
scared. Their reaction is to drop
into deeper water or to become
vary inactive.

STRAGGLERS — An occasional
fish, which is usually found apart
from the others. (Yearlings are of-
ten in this category.)

STRUCTURE — The botlom df the
lake exlending from shallow wa-
ter to deep water, with some unu-
sual features that distinguish il
from the surrounding bottom
area.

TRAFFIC — The amount of fishing
pressure, or water skiers, large
boats and motors, and fast boats
in a given area.

WALKING OR BUMPING — A lure
moving along the bottom and ac-
tually coming into contact with it
in this manner.

WATER COLOR
clarity.

WEEDLINE — The desp-water edge
of a line of weeds.

YEARLINGS — One to three year
old fish.

The degree of

Thare is another term that should
perhaps be clarfied, as it will be
used often and is not listed in the
glossary PEESEMTATION OF
LURES. This tertm 15 used to desig-
nate that casting or trelling. or both,
be used as indicated.

There may ke some who classily
themsealves as 'purists’ of some sort
who belittie the art of twrolling, It
takes far more skill 1o be a good
traller than it takes to he & good
caster! There is a big difference be-
tween trolling and dragging a fure
throwgh the water, Every moment of
a trolling pass is for a definite res-
son. if you know what you are doing.
Trolling will tell a fisherman a great
many things — namealy, WHEM,
WHERE, WHAT and HOW fo cast.
Thare will be gcoccasicns when speed
cantrol will be so oritical, and at
timeas so fast, that casting will not be
productive. Depth contral over muck
and brush must be so exact at limes
tHat it waould be impossible to con-
trel it perfectly encugh by casting
and trolling is the only way a lure
can be proparly presented  undear

auch conditions. Fish will be located
on certain types of structure where
correct  presentation can only  be
made by trolling: also. this same
type of siluation can exist where
casting and casling along is naces-
sary. | have found no way thatl will al-
lowe mapping and interpretation to be
done in a better manner than by
tralling; and if all of the other rea-
apns  were  eliminatad. this  alone
should point out the need to learn
tralling.

Anytime | hear a fisherman down-
grading trolling, my answear is nat
arintable. He reminds me ol the fish-
erman whose favorite excuse lor
fatlure is, I | gcan't catch fish on a
surface lure, 1'd rather not catch
them”, or like the expert who builds
his reputation on the fact that, “l
don't keep any fish under four
pounds.” (Of course, you seldom sea
him with a string of four-pounders),
Sa. maybe the lack of trolling skill is
the deterrent lo thase not liking to
trzll; | suspect 50, especlally when
trelling can add so much to fishing
and iz such a great teaching tool. I
tralling is allowed. by all means
learn to troll. The good fizsherman
(Spoonplugger) will locate the fish
by lrelling and then aroceesd to cateh
them by casting.

Being an exparl caster is certainly
nat a nacessity; but il can be an aid
in making fishing more enjoyabla, A
child who has no casting ability but
swings the lure arpund his head, as
he would a sling, and losses the lure
to the correct spot. can out-fish any
expert caster who doesn’t knaow why
or where he should be making those
peautiful casts.

In our approach to fishing reser-
vairs, we will use the complete pre-

sentation of lures — both casting
and trolling.
Man-made reservoirs, be they

Highland, Lowland, or Flatland res-
ervioirs, have certain basic condi-
fions and structures that fishermen
must be familiar with if they ake o be
succassiul.

This particular discussion will daal
with a specific type structure that
will he present in most reservoirs.
We will not at this time deal with
those which are nat of the norm. or
some unusual or distinctive feature,
nor will we go into the many typical
structures  which may be found.
Thase will come later,

In Flgure |, we have the most com-
mon structurg that fish will use an

- SUB-ARCTIC
FLY-IN FISHING
AT ITS BEST

SEPTEMBER 9-14

Sil¥ DAYS, FIWVE MNIGHTS OF
THE FINEST IM LAKE TROUT,
NMORTHERM OR GRAYLING
FISHIMNG.

Members Only!
REINDEER LAKE
[complebe). . . $430.00
WATERBURY LAKE
(complele). . . 5480.00

A 850,00 deposit will hold your reser-
vation.

Deparls Milwaukae or Lansing

AIR HOLIDAY TRAVEL CLUB

5720 Enterprise D,
Lanszing, Michigan 48910
Phane (517) 34%3-3300

4B10 South Toth 51
Greenfield, Wis, 53220
Phone 1-414-282-1330

TABLE ROCK LAKE, MO.

Excellant Glack Dass & crappie lizhing, 181 in
U S A (Sports Adiakd, Moy 1970].

Fisherman, bring vour familics’ Modern hooso-
weaping coilages sleaging 2-10 people, guise sar-
wige, boals, mators, faezer sendice. April 180 (hr
Mow. 182h.

Call ar Write:
FRED BRUCKNER
Star At. 1, Box 416FF
BRANSON, MO,
{417} 338-2517

Hidden Bay
LODGE AMD CAMPS
Sioux Lookout
Morthwestern Ontario, Canada
The wvariety of lizshing is an outsiand-
ing featura of the camp which pro-
vidas excellent angling for record
smallmouth bass, walleyed pike, graat
northern pike, muskeliunge and lake

treaut.
A clean, modern wilderness camp.
Great for the family. Excellent fishing
all sumrmer.

KARL & VONNIE REINKE

Box 248, Sicux Lookoul

Marthwestern Ontario, Canada
Lodge Phone (BO7) 737-1348
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their movements and migrations
from deep water to shallow, and vice
versa. This particular type of struc-
ture is usually associated with a
point, or an extrusion in the shore-
line.

This is a bar, or a ridge-like struc-

ture, that extends to the deepest wa-
tér in the area. For a bar to be good
— that is, used by fish as a migration
route — it must extend ALL the way
to deep water! It will not be used as
a migration route unless it extends
the fotal distance. This particular
feature is true of any structure that is
productive. Structure MUST have im-
mediate access to deep water! It is
this feature that enables us to begin
to interpret a structure and deter-
mine whether or not it will be good.
A fish must be able to see, im-
mediately, the route he will take as
he begins his movement toward
shallower water. He doesn’t have the
capacity to figure out that if he
moved in a southwest direction for a
distarice of 150 feet he might find the
most beautiful structure in the entire
lake. Fish will not cross a flat area,
with no visible “sign posts,” to reach
a structure. Likewise, he will not use
a structure that does not have im-
mediate access to deep water — his
only escape route.

This type of structure comes in all
sizes and shapes. Some are short
and steep, while others run for dis-
tances; some are straight, while oth-
ers wind and bend; some are clean,
while others are dirty; some have
soft bottoms, while others are firm
and hard; some have weeds to
certain depths, while others haven’t
so much as a blade of grass; some
have brush, K while others have
stumps, rock piles, dips, humps,
sunken items, and breaklines; some
are uniform in-shape (as shown),
while others are wide with many “fin-
gers” extruding; some are easily
fished, while others are difficult;
sdme will require trolling, while oth-
ers will require casting; some will
produce fish, while others will not.

Whatever the size or shape, or
whatever conditions exist — inter-
pretation of the structures must be
made to determine whether or not
they will be productive, where on
structure the fish will be found under
certain weather and water condi-
tions, and the proper procedures for
testing all sections.

Figure Il shown is a top view of a
common-type bar which extends out

from shore. It has a clean bottom
and a ‘‘breakline” at the 12 foot
depth. The breakline in this case
does not run around the structure in
a smooth, straight line. It has several
“fingers”, or extrusions, located all
around the greater structure. These
fingers are found, to some degree,
on most good structures. When
movement occurs, fish will usually
come up on only one of these fin-
gers. it could be the finger at the tip
end of the bar, or it could be on one
of the others, and it could occur on
either side of the finger. The actual
bottom coenditions, and the small
breaks that exist, will determine
which finger will be used and on
which side contact is first made. The
situation presented to the fisherman
is to find the fish. Therefore, he must
cover the whole area completely,
and his lures must be in position to
do so.

As a fisherman improves in his in-
terpretation, he should be able to
look at the structure — either by
working lures or with a depth sound-
er — and immediately know which
finger will be used, and the exact
spot fish will first make ‘‘contact”.
Determining this is important, for
there will be days when conditions
put fish on structure for only a few
minutes and in a very non-chasing
mood.

To cast the area, it would Be best
to placé the boat in the shallower
water, such as position “A’. The
caster could then fan-cast the area,

taking enough time with different.

lures to thoroughly check all depths
and sections of the structure.

To effectively troll this area and be
sure that all areas are worked, sever-
al trolling passes would have to be
made. The average fisherman, wheén
trolling, will make one half-hearted
pass at a structure, then go his mer-
ry way, leaving most of the area un-
touched. It is foolish to find good
structure, give it a pass and ieave it
unfished. If fish are not moving in
this area, very likely they are not
moving in another!

To check out a structure such as

this, at least four trolling passes
would have to be made, as indicated.
To fully check out the structure, two
additional passes would have to be
made; trolling passes 2 and 3 would
be made over, but IN THE OPPO-
SITE DIRECTION!

Let us assume that fish actually
come up on the short finger at posi-

(

THE LURES
WITH ALLURE!

Fish just can't resist 'em,
whether you are castmg,
trolling or spinning. Ask for
RED EYES by name. Available
in a variety of sizes, weights
and finishes.

catalog

HOFSCHNEIDER CORP.

P.0. BOX 4166, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 14611

Wordens ROOSTER TAIL

TRADE MARK

“SPINNING LURE
e Catch Large and
S$mall Game Fish from
Rivers, Lakes & Streams
Rooster Tails are litHe lures with pulsanng hackle tail that get

all size bass and pdnfish. Cast, troll or jig. At your dealer.
FREE Cafolog. Write Yakima Bait Co,, Granger, Wn. 98932

"LAKE TANEYCOMO

GREAT TROUT FISHING
IN THE MISSOURI OZARKS

60 lakeside units with color
TV. Marina, guides, boat, mo-
tor, rod and reel rentals. Boat
ramp. Facilities for smoking
trout.

“No Closed Season”

Roark
MOTOR LODGE

DIAL 417-334-3196
or write for color brochure:
Box 72-F,
BRANSON, MISSOURI 65616

BRING OR SEND YOUR FISHING
TACKLE & CAMPING EQUIPMENT
IN FOR REPAIRS NOW!

Factory Authorized Parts & Service

NOW—Complete Parts & Service
for Coleman, Thermos & BenzO-
matic Camping Equipment.
®Reels & Rods Repaired
®Rods Custom Built
®Rod .Building Kits
eBulk Line machine wound on spools

Dealer & Mail Inquiries Invited
Shakespear—Garcia—Zebco—Gargem
Ocean City—Alcedo—Quick—South Bend
Penn—Airez—Johnson—Bronson-—Record
Pflueger—Cycloid—Heddon

EASTERLING
ROD & REEL REPAIR
Special! Any spinning reel in for repairs
will be filled with mono line for only
$1!
1926 S. 59th St—West Allis, Wis.
53214—Phone: (414) 541-7530
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tion "X, Let us also assume that
weather and waler conditions are
such that they do not come all the
way to the lop of this particular fin-
ger at the time we are trolling. Pass
Mumber 2 comes up on the finger on
the cpposite side from the fish, the
lure hits the top of the bar, but when
it comes afl it dees not reach down
on the ather side; consequently, the
lure passes over he schoal of fish at
the inside hase of this finger, miss-
ing them complately!

Maw et us revaerse this trolling
pass and come from the other direc-
tion. It doesn'l take much imagina-
tion to see where the lure would
come in gonlact with the finger on
this pass.

When trolling the shallows with
the smaller series of lures, the con-
tours of the bottem are followed, and
the path of the boat may vary in sev-
eral directions. BUT, when warking
deaper on structure, all trolling pass-
25 are made fin a slraigh! ling; only in
this way can a structure be fished,
mapped, or inlerpreted.

The question is often asked, "How
much time should be spent working
a bar belore leaving 1%

This question cannol be answered
with a flat statement of so many min-
utes ar hours. The situations that ex-
ist would delerming just how much
lime should be spent on a particular
structure. The nearast thing 1o a flat
statement should be, “As long as
necessary to be sure it has been
thoraughly worked at all depths and
all speeds, Then pericdically return
to the structure and work again to
see il migration has occurred.”

As we approach this queslion, we

Often af tha end of tha day, whan the
Nght is almos! gone. you will find the

figh coming in to the and of a shallow hor
suweh as this. Usually, they will go no
further than that free or (he wooed-

e, They ac! as barriers, “breaks’
aclfeally. {o keep them from awgrating
further, If trofling. iroff close enough

fo afmos! "knock” your lure agains! the
edges of thal imber and those waeds.
Thig is a typical structure of an old-

ar, ialure impoundmand

Buck Perry has the abilily to hald an

must bear in mind a very important
fact — fish do not move constantly
nar consistently.

There are several factors that de-
ferming just how much time is spent
on a particular structure. The time
alement could differ if the structure
Was héing cast only or trolled only.

In checking a struclure by tralling.
enough lime mbst be spent to make
enough passes sg all sections have
been worked. The size of Ihe bar
would determine the lime needed to
do the job. A short, Straight bar
would certainly require less tlime
than a leng bar thal miaht veser in
agnather direction at the end, or can-
lain a numbear ol fingers.

In  gasting, the bar would bhe
warked with the boat in such a posi-
tion so thal all shallows in the near

audience spellbound with hishing
1alk for hours. They just don’! wam! 1o go
frome, they want o hear mare!

Thes was a standing-room onfy

crowd for 8 recenl Buck Perry semi-
nar in Milwavkee., The roam was fol.
stuffy, uncomforialile, smake-faden
and Jammead . .. bt nabady laft before it
was arar! You are looking at the faces
of figherman hunqry for Nsh-catoh-

g knowledga, Thay came from as
far away as llinaig, Indiana, Ohio, lowa
and Minnagota, Vidually all of them
arg owr readers.
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area could be worked with as few
casts as possible. A hali-dozen ar 5o
casts should cover the shallow wa-
ter. When working the deep water
sections, five ar six casts with a
walking lure, then the same amount
with a jump-type lure, should cover
the area for that particular boat
position.

Anather factor that would
dalarming how long a particular
structure 15 worked is the size of the
bady of water, and just how many
sfructures are available, Some bod-
ies of water have many patentially
productive structuras. while others
may have anly ane. If a number of
structures exist, then each is
checkad to determine which has the
frest  potential. A mare  thorough
check of the better one, or ones,
should then be mads. Il only ang is
available, then afl efforts would hbe
here.

If oocd produgtive structure 15 bea-
ing worked fram a boat without a
molor, than the fisherman mast likely
should spend his time hare. Without
& motar, it could be difficult to move
argund fast enough to find another
structure.

When weather conditions indicate
there will be no mass movement of
fizh, it would be wise to concentrate
on a strecture known 1o be produsc-
tive. Under thesse conditions, move-
ments are short and you had better
he in position when it occurs.
could be over while yvou are betwesan
structures. If movemsent ocours on
ong structure, it should accur on any
of the other good ones.

The amounl of traffic that is res-
ant al the time would, also. have a
bearing on the tima spent on a struc-
ture. If it's too greal 1o allow warking
effectively, move on and work the
slructure another time when skiers
and jov riders are |8ss NUMErous.

If tishing pressurs is heayy, many
siructures  would  already bs oc-
cupied, If you have a geood one it
might be best to stay with i1, or alse
somebody could lake over while you
arg gone, and a lot of time lost in try-
ing to get another.

Each situation and each structure
will determing the amount of time to
be spent on a particular one. The
main thing is that enaugh time be
spent so that you are confident that
you know it thoroughly and that no
movament has occurrad without yvou
knawing it

3
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