Buck Talks Fishing ...

¥ Fish Where You Have
The Best Chance 1o
(Caikale il

In any fishing situation the interpretation of structure
should get the grealest attention.

by Buck Perry, Education Editor

t has been said, if you or | desire to

become better fishermen, we

should have "guidelines” to fal-
low in finding our way, Hules, or
“guides,” would provide the "base” in
oursearch for better solutions. Without
guidelines it would be almost impossi-
ble ta start finding answers, much less
find a more satisfying way to go, We
have accepted the fact that a fish can
be caught at some time or other by
most anyone most any place, an most
anything, and by most any method.
However, with all the wvariables in
weather and water conditions, and with
the reactions of the fish to these condi-
tions, it would be wise for us to spend
the greater part of our time {fishing)
where we have the best chance to
catch a fish.

In past talks, we established some
guidelines as to where we might catch
fish cansistently in a body of water. Qur
basic guideline went something like
this: "If you and | expect to catch fish
consistently, we must use the features
(structure, breaks, breaklines, deep
water, ete.) found in a body of water as
cur ‘guide’ towherea the fish might be.”

In previcous talks (articles), we have
discussed basic guidelines as to wa-
ter color, weather, movement of fish,
speed of lures, season, lake types, etc.,
tor the interpretation of a fishing situa-
tion. However, the interpretation of
structure [breaks, breaklines) in any
fishing situation should probably get
the most attention. There is little doubt
it is in the area of interpretation {of
“structure”) where we can get better,

We have covered what structure to
lecak for in different type lakes and
reservoirs (man-made lakes). It was
pointed out that of all the features
found. the “hump” or underwater is-
land could be one of the most produc-
tive, and that all of them shouwld be
checked out, We stated humps are im-
portant due to the fact they are features
that are well-defined, different from the
surrounding area. and guite obvious to
hoth fish and fishermen. They are im-
portant due to the fact, when fish move
up on them thay (the fish) are reluctant
te move down the backside, thus pro-
ducing a concentratian of fish.

When looking at humps, or trying to

find answers, it is no different than
aother aspects of fishing. You and |
should have some basic “rules of
thumb” or "guidelines” akout this par-
ticular feature.

One of the basic rules concerning
hurmps would be to spend little time on
one that's out on some big "flat.” Let's
lcok at a drawing te show more clearly
what is meant.

Figure 1 is a top view of a situation
faund in a flatland type reserveir. There
arethree humps shown in the figure: A,
B, C.

Hump “A" is located on a big "flat”
that exists between the deep water
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{main river channel) and the shoreline
shallows. There is no indication of any
ridge, breaks, or breakline between the
hump and the deep water (main river
channel) and the shoreline shallows.
There is no indication of any ridge,
breaks, or breakline betwean the hump
and the deep water (where the fish
spend the greater part of theirtime —a
“guideling”). In other words there is no
visibla linkage, or feature the fish could
use in their migration toward the hump
and shallows.

We would spend little time on this
hump. This observation comes from
one of our basic guidelines as to the
movements of the fish, We must not
forget the structure (breaks, break-
lings) the fish use in their movements
has not only immediate access to deep
water, but those features MUST GO
ALL THE WAY to the shallows. Another
way we could say this is: the fish do not
migrate across a flat void of signposts
[structure, breaks, breaklines).

We would check this hump out

briefly, as we do not know all, or tha
exact conditions of the bottom. But,
our "guidelines” would help in not
spending too much time on a non-
productive hump.

Hump “B" (Figure 1) is situated on/or
connected to a feeder stream channel
or "wash” that has cut through the flat.
This “cut" has produced structure,
breaks and breaklines that "go all the
way.” Mote the structure (bars) at the
channel, then the breaklines that go all
the way to the shoreline features (shal-
lows). Hump “B" should be potentially
productive.

Hump "C" islocated on a bar near the
shareline. This bar is tied directly to the
features (structure, breaks, and break-
lines) of the feeder stream cut, Hump
“C" could be highly productive during
a shallow movement of the fish.

Te help in our interpretation of
humps, let's look at another figure.

Figure 2 is a side view of a situation
where again three humps are present.
{Mote: These are NOT the same humps
that were shown in Figure 1). Humps
“A" and "B" are located on a long bar.
Hump “C" is located in the deepest wa-
ter, or | should say, it is located in the

sanctuary depths (below 20 feet, aver-
age 30-35 feet if available).

The top of hump "A" comes within 3
feet of the surface — we say the hump
is 3 feet deep. The second hump “B" is
16 feet deep, and the third “C" is 28
feet. Let's look at these three humps
and see if we can establish additional
rules or "guidelines.” Let's view them
in the light of our basic fish species for
study, the largemaouth bass, then make
comments on other species,

Hump "A” comes within 3 feet of the
surface, and it IS the shallows (less
than B-10ft.). If it's related to structure,
breaks, and deep water such as “"C", in
Figure 1, it should produce.

The top of the second hump “B” does
not “go all the way” to the shallows. it
does not lead anywhere. It's a "dead-
end” at 15 feet, We could not consider
this as a potentially good structure, It
could be located in a position such as
“B" in Figure 1 and still not be produc-
tive, as the fish when moving shallow
would pass on by on the breaks and
breaklines of the feeder cut. We must
never forget the fish may not “go all the
way" to the shallows due to weather
and water conditions, but the path they
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FIGURE 2 — This is a sicle of three bumps locaved on a long underwater bar, One of the humps is not
likely to be very prodoctive for largemouth bass, Would you know which?

FIGURES 3-A AND 5-B — The top of |]1(!ﬁ:l.!.i:.]Ll1Il'|.:l!i should be checked only briefly for si
scattered fish, especially if species urIIw:r than bass are present. However, the sides and hase ©

hump should get the most attention.
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FIGURE 4 — A top view of a section of a Hatland veservoir, Before the dam was built a raised roadlbed
existed on the flats alongside the stream, In auempting 1o fish this section, Education Editor Buck
Perry tells you how to eliminate as much unproductive avea as possible by simply applying some bazsic

fishing guidelines.

take (structure, breaks, breaklines)
does.

The third hump “C" is located in the
sanctuary depths, and it is a well-
defined feature and.could be used by
the fish to "locate” themselves in deep
water. ;

With the above in mind, we can now
set up ancther basic "guideline” for
humps. If the hump goes to the shal-
lows (8-10 feet or less, the shallower
the better) etc., we should look upon it
as having potential. If the top of the
hump occurs at a depth between the
shallows and the sanctuary depths, we
should look upon it as a “dead-end” in
most instances. If the hump ocours in
the sanctuary depths, we should check
it out thoroughly. To this basic
guideling we should add: “fora hump
to be considered productive, it should
have connecting features (structure,
breaks, breaklines) to the shallow
water as well as to the deepest water in
the area.”

Anocther thought to keep in mind [but
do not let it interfere with our basic
guideline], is we might have scattered
fish like the walleye, northern pike,
white bass, trout, etc. in certain sea-
sons and under certain weather and
water conditions ON such humps as
“B" or "C" [Figure 2), but we are not
likely to find the largemouth bass.

The bass may be “rel$ted” to a hump
such as "B" and "C" (Figure 2) in deep
water, as it is an outstanding feature.

However, in his positions, movements,
migrations, we must figure the large-
mouth bass will position himself, oruse
the features refated to the shoreline.
That is why in some deep clear lakes,
some species may be found on deep
sanctuary humps, but seldom, or naver,
the largemouth bass.

Let's look at a couple more figures to
clarify this, and to further help in our
interpretation of humps.

Figures 3-A and 3-B are side views
of a section in a body of water. Both
cross-sections have a good ridgelike
bar extending out from the shareline,
and each breaks into the sanctuary
depths. Slightly out from the end of the
bar a hump exists. In Figure 3-A the top
of the hump comes within 15 feet of the
surface, The top of the hump in Figure
3-B is at a sanctuary depth. | have
placed a group of bass in the deep wa-
ter. They have “located” themselves at
the base of the humpin both instances.

The questions might be: "How would
we fish the area?” “Would we limit our
presentation of lures (or bait) to the
top of the humps?” "“Where are we like-
Iy to find the fish after they become ac-
tive?" “After movement toward the
shallows?"

. We would use the humps as a guide
as to where to test the despest water.
But, at the same time look upon them
as "dead-ends.” We would check the
top of the humps briefly for scattered
fish, especially if species other than

bass were present, but the sides and
“hase” of the hump would get our at-
tention and effort for the bass (and
ather species). We would expect the
migration to the shallows to move to-
ward the "bar” which "goes all the
way." {See figures.)

We have seen bass fishermen work-
ing a hump such as the one shown in
Figure 3-A. Possibly they caught a fish
from it at sometime ar other. They now
spend a lot of time warking the top of
the hurmp, never realizing the fish they
caught came from the "base,” and the
rest of the active fish went toward the
shoreline.

Qur basic guidelines concerning
humps can often speed up our in-
terpretation of a fishing situation, Let
us look at a figure {with a hump) where
the use of arule orguideline can helpin
nat spending too much time where the
fish “ain’t.”

Figure 4 is a top view of a section of a
flatland type reservoir. Before the dam
was built there existed a raised road-
bed on the flats alongside the stream.
This raised roadbed paralleled the rivar
channel for most of the reservoir The
depth of the roadbed varies, but for the
greater part it is 15-1¥ feet on top as
shown in Figure 4. Along the shoreline
there exist some good short bars, with
“breaks” such as weeds, stumps,
bushes, etc. in the extreme shallows.

The roadbed may run'for a mile or
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Catch Up Now
On The FACTS
You’ve Missed!

Back issues of Fishing Facts con-
tain a wealth of fishing know-how
that isn't available anywhere else.
| Much of the information can never be
| repeated — if you miss these issues
| wou lose out for good. Here are two
great offers that make it easier for
you to own these priceless copies.

1979 Complete Package — All nwelve
1979 izsues plus 2 binder and complete
index for the year Would cost 318 3000 pur-
chased individually bul now soldl as a pack-
age for only 21398, a saving of $4.32.

Order as Item Mo, FF-1979 . 13,98

1978 Combination Deal — Contains
eight 1978 issues (Januany, and June
through Decemberl, plus o binder, and
complete index for the year These items
would cost $ 1430 purchased individually
but are now available as a package for only
F10.98, & saving of $3.32.

Order as Item No, FF-1978 | 510.98

Above items are available separately as
listed below:

1979 fesues only Cdanuary through Decem

ber) Itemn Mo, FE.79 ..., .,....59.98
1975 issues only Glanuary; June theouch
[ec.) Item Mo. FF-78 ... .. ... . $6.98

[above issues available soparatelu at $1.00

EACH]

Binder [tem No. K-9 ... ... ... .§5.95
[3 for 314 94)

Indexes

1974 [tem No. K979, ...........35¢
1978 Itemn No. K-978. ... ........ 35¢
1977 [tem No. K977 .............35¢
1976 Itemn No. K-976. ... ... ...... 35¢
1975 [tem No. K-975.............35%¢
1974 [tem No. K-974 ... . .35¢

(Please use order form on !]IE‘ Iast page of
this issue when ordering all the above items
from Morthwoods. )

F';hln

hahnq Facts Mogazine
& Highways 4145
PU Box 64
Menomanee Folls,
Wizconsin 53051
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more without a break or change. At a
few places in the reservoir, side feader
streams, channels, or "washes,™ cut
through the flat to enter the main
channel. At these points a culvert ar
bridge exists (note Figure 4).

In fishing this section, it would be a
good thing to eliminate as much area
as possible by simply applving some of
our basic rules or guidelines.

First we would eliminate mast all the
roadbed; it is too deep, it does not
come to the shallows,
end.” (If it was B-10 feet or less, we

would have a different ball game.) Next |

we can eliminate most all the bars and
good-loocking shoreline  behind this
roadbed. The roadbed cuts them off
(fish do not move down "the backside,”
nar can we expect them to cross a
“flat"},

In the tatal interpretation of this situ-
ation we again use our basic guideline.
If we desire to be successful consis-
tently, we must use structure as our
guide astowherethe fish might be, and
then use the breaks and breaklines
onfor connected to these structures to
pinpoint the fish. In Figure 4 there
exists two "bars” [(structure) on each
side of the feeder stream cut where it
enters the main channel. These bars
have breaks and breaklines that “go all
the way.™

In fishing this area we could spend a
lot of time on top of the roadbed and
not be able to understand why it does
not produce, After a long stable
weather and water condition, we could
“luck up” an fish at the shoreline bar
marked “X" (Figure 4). We might then
fish it for years after, and be puzzled
why it does not produce again, We fail
to realize the weather and water candi-
tions have not been stable long enough
to allow a migration to come this far
from the feeder stream cut. We seem to
farget how far fish go and how long
they stay is dependent upon the
weather and water conditions at the
time {guidelines). It should be obvious
as to the area where we should spend
the greater part of our time.

If you and | expect to consistently
catch fish, it is wise to have some basic
rules or guidelines if we desire to do it

in a reasonable length of time — re- |

gardless where we might fish, Just
same rules concerning humps willgoa
leng way toward concentrating our ef-
forts where we have the best chance for
SUCCESS.

Fishin’ Stuff

itis a “dead- |

DESIGNED FOR FAMILY LWING Thu'; new
Steury tri-hull 25 foot houseboal has evary-
thing. Luxurious interior. Full dinatte and
galley with a 3-foot burner, range, re-
frigerator, see-through oven and a shower
bath. Sleeps 5 and is trailerable, Handles
beautifully. Many options, At your Staury
dealer or, for further info, write Larry Wit-
tenbrink, Steury Boats, PO, Box B85, Dapt
FF-9, Goshen, Indiana 46524,
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X MARKS THE SPOT. Ever had trouble get-
ting back to the spot where a whopper got
away? Of course you have. Take care of this
by marking the spot with Lindy-Little Joe
marker bucy. Features foam construction
forextra buoyancy and is colored bright yel-
low for high wvisibility, Extra heavy lead
weight keaps it in placa. At yvour dealers or,
for furthar info, write Lindy-Little Joe, Inc.,
PO, Box G, Dept, FF-5, 1110 Wright St
Brainerd, Minnesota 56401,
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LIKE HAVING A FRIEND ALONG cn adark
and stormy night. This 200,000 candlepower
light can be deck mounted or hand-held.
Cuts through smoke, fog or rain to reveal
objects up to 2 miles away. Models with
300,000 candlepower available. At your
dealers or, for further info, write Bruce
Deerming, Optronics, Inc., Dept. FF-9, 360 M.
Wheeler 5t,, Forl Gibson, Oklahoma Td434.




