by BUCK PERRY, Educaticn Editor

Catching Fish Under Tough Conditions

Editors Foreword:

Werds cannot be found to state
how privilfeged we are that Buck Fer-
ry has agreed (o accept the fitle of
Fishing Facls Education Editar.

E. L. (Buck) Perry is the father of
structure fishing. This modest, soft-
spoken former Physics Professor
from Morth Carolina State has be-
caome a legend in his own lima. His
discoveries about the basic move-
ments of fish have revalutionized alf
fishing, and are the basis of modearn
fishing as we know it today. In addi-
tlon, he has given us the vocabulary

of modern fishing by coining such
words as “structure”, breakiine’,
“sanctuary’”’, "migration route”, ete.
To put it mildly, all of today's fresh-
water fishermen owe him a great
debl.

in June of 1972, Fishing Facts be-
gan publishing a series of articles
written by Buck and titled, "Know/-
edge Is The Key To Fishing Suc-
cass’'. The articles covered many of
the BASIC concepts which lead to
successful fishing. How fish live, his
habits, his instincts, his reaction to
stimuli, how weather and water con-

ditfons affect him, and what it fakes
fo put him on the siringer, are all
subjects which can only be an-
swered through knowledga. With
the publication of our Sepltember
1973 jssue the 13th and last article
by this great feacher brought this se-
rigs to a close. We do not consider
the conclusion of this series as an
ending. Rather, it {s a beginning.

Each manth Fishing Facts is intro-
duced to new readers and
subscribers. Far many of them the
subject of structure fishing will be
lotally new and unheard of For
these new readers we will, from time
to fime, continue to emphasize the
very basic concepts of structure, fish
hablts, instincts, ete.

However, for those of you who
have already read, studied and ob-
served much of the basic matarial
presented in past issues, it is ime o
progress. In a sense it is fime to
leave elementary school and pro-
gress to further study. With this oh-
jective in mind, no one is befter suit-
ed nor more qualified to lead us
taward that goal than the “Dean’
and "Daddy" of structure fishing,
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Buck Perry himself.

It is with great pride that we pre-
sent this new series of articles by
Buck litled “Buck Talks Fishing”. In
this new program he will continue to
share with us his vast warehouse of
fishing knowledge, as he presenis
morg advanced material,

In order fo progress however, the
series will begin at 3 point where the
sftudent should have a clear under-
standing of basic knowledge and be
able to comprehend the meaning of
the nomenclature used.

If you are a new reader, may we
sugges! soveral steps which will al-
low you to “catch up’ or achieve a
batter and more meaningful under-
standing . of this new Series.

May we suggest that you!

1. Study & copy of Buck's greal
new book, “Spoonplugging, Your
Guide To Lunker Catches". This
book contains all the basic facts of
fish movements, basic sltruclures,
hasic weather and water conditions,
basic presentation of Ilures, and

much much more. This book was 25
years fn the making, a quarter cen-
lury of fishing knowledge pul down
iy

on paper for the firsl time so that
fishermen everywhere could share in
better fishing. This book has just
gone on sale for £9.90 in soft cover
and $19.80 in deluxe cover, fimited
edition. Available on an Uncondition=-
al money back guaranfee from us,
Morthwoods Publishing Co.. Inc.,
F.0. Box 4168, Milwaukese, Wis,
53210. (The books are the same in
content.)

2. Famillarize yourself with our
glossary of terms litled “Fishing Talk
— Qur Language of Structure Fish-
ing'’, which can be found near the
beginning of each issue of Fishing
Fagts.

3. Reprints of Buck Perry's serios
on “Knowledge Is The Key To Fish-
ing Success” are available from us
at 25¢ each. Order anly those of the
thirteen you missed, of course.

No ather publication is privileged
to have Buck on its siaff. We hope
this series of articles and all future
issues of Flshing Facts will allow
each fisherman to expand his fishing
horizons to a point where he be-
comes as great a fisherman as he
wishas to ba.
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The |ast time you and | were talk-
ing fishing, we decided to fish four
lakes. Two of thase lakes were natu-
ral lakes, and two were manmade
(reservoirs). The lakes were widaly
scattered, in fact, each being in a
different state. Neither of us had ever
tished the lakes before. As would be
our luck, in sach case we arrived at
the lake during a bad weather condi-
tion, and found the fish movemants
practically non-existent. And, In
each case, we knew we could not
wait around for conditions to im-
prove. It was to be a quick poke at
each.

Both of us started oul equipped
with a depth scunder, but | dropped
mine in the lake the first day — be-
fore we got the boat loaded. Shortly
after getting oan the first lake, your
sounder went on the blink.

We could not find any contour
maps of the lakes, and our efforts to
find out anything about the lakes
(hot spots, depths, structure, etc.)
from the local people proved worth-
less. All we had to go by was the
general condition of sach body of
water. To say the least, we weara ill-
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When waather and watar condilions become unfavorable, a fisherman shouwid be
familiar with “straggler” fishing tactics. la thiz article, Edveation Editor Buck
Perry describes a few such factics.

equipped to tackle these lakes. Oh
sure, we had planty of “tools” [with
the exception of depth sounders),
but we ware starting our fishing as
blind as bats.

Since we were unable'to get bet-
ter crganized, and since the weathar
and lake conditions ware so unfavor-
able for good movements of fish and
since you had to catch a fish, we did
the anly thing advisable under the
circumstances. We would spend
most of our time “straggler’” fishing.
That is, fishing in such a way as lo
make as good a catch as possible by
picking up a fish here, and another
one there, and hope the time and
distance between each fish wasn't
oo greal.

Before we get to the actual fishing
in these lakes, let me pause a spell,
and make some “What It's Worth™
comments.
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My observations over the years
has shown me that MOST fishermen
are ALWAYS STRAGGLER FISHING.
They are always fishing in a hit-or-
miss fashion. They are always fish-
ing BLIND and just hoping they will
catch a fish, | would further state,
that most fishermen are fishing the
shallows, casting to visible objects
such as weeds, bushes, rocks,
stumps, logs, ete. and switching lure
sizes, colors, and actions — hoping
to present something the fish might
lika. THEY ARE STRAGGLER FISH-
ING BLINDLY, Few realize — most
of the fime most of these “'breaks”
will never hold a fish, even under the
best weather and water conditions!
As far as their changing lures —
they're putting their faith in AIDS.
Sarve up to them a bad weather con-
dition, and their goose is cooked in
most instances.

I am not saying that blind straggler
fishing will not catch fish, If it didn't,
most fisharmen would never catch
one. Even & blind hog will come
upon a snake occasionally. What |
am saying is, the blind straggler fish-
arman will seldom make a good
catch and will seldom have many big
tish. Most successful fishermen will
wind up with yearlings, and if he
does this, he has been fishing for
yearlings, and not for lunker fish,
Take a gander at your past fishing
successes. Just how often did you
make a limit catch and ALL of them
wereg lunkar size? How many good
catches did you make and ALL of
them were yearlings? How many
times did you go, and did not catch
ANY? Can you explain “why™ in
each casa?

| am alse not necessarily saying
that blind straggler fishing is com-
pletely out of order. What | am say-
ing is, why fish for stragglers biindly
all the tima? There exists certain
weathar and water conditions where
the movements of the lish are so bad
that we have to “straggler’” fish — if
we want some "meat’” for the table,
or have to catch a fish.

The greatest difference between a
good fisherman's “straggler” fish-
ing, and most "'straggler” lishermen,
is one is planned, and the othar s
not. Weather and water conditions,
plus presentation of lures and bait,
will spell the difference whether the
planner makes a great catch, a fair
catch, or a sgrawny catch, The non-
planner MAY make a little catch, but
more likely, NO caich at all. When
conditions are bad, and | have to
make a "“straggler’’ catch, | feel just
as satisfied with a scrawny catch, as
| would with a great catch under bet-
tar conditions.

The greatest, and most important
difference between the “planner”
and the “non-planner”, is the plan-
nar will learn somathing on the trip,
whereas the non-plannar will not, If
you and | come off of a lake after
fishing, and we do not come off
knowing more than when we started,
the trip was wasted effort in my
book.

On these trips, you and | are going
to do a lot of *'straggler” fishing, but
wa areg going to do il in such a way
to have the best chance to make a
great catch, but above all we will go
about it in such a way as to add to
our knowledgea. This will hold true as
far as each lake is concerned. Who
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knows, you and | might fish these
lakes again under better conditions
and then we would “knock thair tails
off” in short order.

If you will bear with me, let me
spoul ofl a little more belfore we start
on the actual fishing trips.

These rips are going to be a real
chore lor ma. | do not cater 100
much to straggler lishing — prob-
ably the "chase” or the "learning’
means more (o me than the “meat™.
It takes littke effort, skill, or thought
to be back in the shallows, some
slough, or some “lishy-looking™
place, casting to visible objects hop-
ing some yearling might like what is
thrown al him. Besides, you and |
could lish for a hundred years in this
manner, and we would be no belter
fishermen the day we quit, than the
day we started. Probably some ol
you recall fishing with me, and when
we moved inle such a place casting
(straggler ftishing). you noticed |
spant a great deal of the time fid-
dling with my gear, changing luras,
or probably letting you de the cast-
ing while | handled the boat.

When | am by mysell. | will work
and hunt for big numbers in lunker
size, al the expense of no catch ar
all. | will often be doing some “strag-
gler” fishing during this process, as
this will give me some “'keys”. When
allowed, | will do it trolling rather
than casling. In most cases | can
learn vary little by casting, but | am
learning all the time when trolling.
The trolling will aiso tell me when,
whare and how to cast. This gives
ma & chance to be at the right place
at the right time, and presenting my
lures in a correct manner.

My reluctance to be olf in some
shallow area casling for "sirag-
glers”, may in some way explain why
in the past | "shook™ up a lot of peo-
ple on “their" lake. By my stating the
above, do nol think | never cast the
shallows. | do, but only when | am
surg the area contains a lot of fish
worthy of pursuit. Many times during
the spawning season or when | find
a good movement toward the shal-
lows, | will work the shallow watér
casting, but the fish have gotta be
there belore | will do it

Mow | think it is about time 1o gét
back 1o the question at hand. Let us
racall the fishing trips just as they
happened. Since you are along on
the trips, wo will go for “meat”™, but
wo won't spend all of our time fish-
ing blind for “stragglers”. When we

fish a lake in a particular manner,
there are three reasons lor doing it
1. To get you some meal, 2. It gives
us & chance to make a lunker cateh
regardless of the weather and waler
conditions, 3. To learn all we can
aboul the lake."

Since we are making these lour
fishing trips over an extended period
ol lime. and since the lakes are
widely scatterad, (they may be in the
north or south) we had beller con-
sider our straggler fishing for a cold
water condition (prespawn and
spawn) and for a warm water period
{post spawn).

Figure 1 shows a lop view of the
first natural lake we are going lo
fish. As stated previously, it is a big
shallow “saucer™” type lake. The wa-
tar naar the shoreline is covered sol-
id with weeds, grass and pads. This
axtends oul to a depth of 3.4 feet,
Farther out to about 6-7 feet in
depth, are scallered patches of
weads, pads, grass or reeds. The

balance of the lake has a gantle
sloping bottom free of weeds, pads.
elc., but is covered with a thick layer
ol muck, As far as we know, thore
are no deep holes, slots or channels.
And, there exisls no pronounced
structure such as bars, humps,
breaks or breaklines. The deepest
waler in the lake is around 20 feet,
supposed to axist some place near
the centar of the lake. As the weads
suggest. tha water color is a darker
yellow-green.

First sl us approach our straggler
fishing as if it were a cold water con-
dition. Since it is cold, our speed
control will be slow. We know the
waather is bad and that most of the
fish should be in or near the 20 foot
depth. Bul, since we have no struc-
lure to guide us, and since the fish
are in their “sanctuary’” and in a
“non-chasing’’ mood, we really have
our work cut out for us trying to
catch a fish in this deep water.

Since | am running the boal and

[ Tall Grass Above Water
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Buck Talks Fishing cont.

calling the shots, we will do both
casting and trolling — as called for.
Our purpose is lo get you some
“meat”, and for me to find out what
makes this lake tick

We will start out by trolling. We
will use lure sizes with running
depths that will allow us to get right
back to the solid weaedline, We will
froll these small shallow running
lures just! as close to the weeds,
pads, grass, etc. as possible. We will
run our boat into every little slot be-
tween the weed patches. If the open-
ing is large enocugh to run the boat
through — in we go. We will be rais-
ing and lowering our rod tips con-
stantly to maneuver tha Ilures
through and around the weads.

We'll continue to do this until we
"“get the lay of the land"”, We will find
out if any fish are around the weeds
and grass, and we will keep our ayes
pealed for the most potential spots.
It is possible we may do this trolling
completely around the lake

After we have made our trolling
passes with shallow running lures
next to the weeds, we will then move
toward the deeper water. | do not in-
tend to spend a greal deal of time
warking the deeper water {open wa-
ter away from weeds), for | know the
conditions with which we are faced,
But, we have to check the major por-
tion of this section for two reasons.
1. Who knows, we might just “stum-
ble” upon tha fish, 2., We have to get
a picture of conditions present; we
have to know the type of bottom,
depths, locations, alc.

It is veary important that when troll-
ing this open water that we keep our
lures in position. The corréct posi-
fion is when the lures are barely
“tipping"” the high spois in the
muck. We must pay very close atten-
tion to lure sizes, running depths,
and line length to maintain lure posi-
tion. The line length would be con-
stantly changing in order to maintain
the correct depth as we worked pro-
gressively deeper. From your basic
study, you would know a lot of rod
actlon would be necessary to keep
lures clean. We would not strike out

directly toward the center of the,

lake, but would make our trolling
runs rather parallel to the shoraline,
or we would crisscross or troll in
several directions, progressively get-
ting deeper. At this time | would not
be too concerned with covering av-

ary little section and | would prob-
ably do a sloppy job of depth con-
trol. But, | would cover enough area,
and control my depth well enough to
show me if any lish movemen! was
prasent, and to show me just what
and where and how to fish this deep
saction,

The way to go straggler fishing
during this colder season (pre-
spawn), would be to work the shal-
lows, both casting and trolling. |
would probably put emphasis on
casting. In casting | would concen-
trate my efforts In four particular
areas (shown to me by my trolling
runs). 1. Any indicated slough, such
as area "'S" (figure 1). 2. All areas
that indicate a cleaner botlom, such
as area “"H". This is indicated by
standing grass and reeds, rather
than submerged weads and pads, 3
All long extrusions, or “fingers” in
the weeds, such as “B'. This would
indicate some sori of "bar” or some
change in the bottom. 4. Any par-
flcular area along the shoraline
where the weeds, grass, pads, etc.
do not extend very far into the lake
such as area "D". This should Indi-
cale deeper water close 1o the
shoreline,

In each aresa chosen for casting,
wa will work from the outer weeds
all the way back to the extreme shal-
lows. We'll use weedless lures with a
slow ratrieve — primarily latting the
lure slither slowly through the
weeds, We'd let it sink into any "'pot
hole” that might axist. Of course, we
would be checking the speed, and at
times having the lures crawling or
skittering across the top of the
weeds and grass, But, in the averall
picture during this colder period,
and the bad weather condition our
ratrieve would be slow, and we
would work our fures as deep as
possible,

If we found ourselves in this lake
during a warmer water period (post
spawn), then | would spend little
time casting. Any casting that |
would do, would be limited to the
edges of the outer weeds, but only if
we had picked up a couple of fish in
a particular area on the troll.

In order to siraggler fish this lake
successfully under warmer water
conditions, and bad weather — troll-
ing is the way to go. Here again, |
would spand more time in the deep-
er watar than | did under the colder

feontinued on page 57)
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canditions, but due to the conditions
(no structure, mucky, bad weather
for fish activity), I'd spend most all
my tima trolling as close to the
weeds as possible. | could. and
would, cover a lot of water for |
would be “balling the jack', due to
the warmer water.

Mow, after seeing how | would
straggler fish this particular lake, un-
der both cold and warm conditions.
you might come back at me and say,
“"Why did you fish the lake in this
mannar?'’

I have already stated the reason
several times — o get you some
meat, and for me 1o learn something
about the lake. If | didn’t learn some-
thing about the lake as | went along,
probably | would be unable to get
you your meal. In fact, the importan!
thing for me to do was to learn
where and how | could get you some
fish, So this was the route | took,

You come back at me again with,
“But WHY did you fish this lake in
this manner to get ma some fish and
for you to learn something?"”

Mow, | gotcha. It was simple, | just
took the basic fishing tacts (truths)
expanded them slhightly and tled
them together to fit the conditions
that we faced. | didn’t invent this
procadure, the facts told me what to
do. Review whal we did. and | be-
liewe you will see this to be frue,

Since you asked this question, let
me axpand this thought by saying
we will tish this same lake again in a
warm pericd under a GOOD weather
condition. Now, | do not plan nor will
| do much “straggler”’ fishing. My
plan now is to let you make that
lunker catch, just about as fast as
you can wind them in.

Undar such good conditions, |
would start by ftrolling fast around
the outer edges of the weeds. |
would not spend too much time do-
ing this [(unless confact was made
with a fair number of fish about 2,
2%z |bs). | would move to the desper
waler and spend most all my lime
trolling with my lures skipping the
muck, I'd find the despest water, and
| would concentrate my efforts in
this area. | would be looking for a
clean spot. It could be sand or shell,
sofl or hard.

After we had strung our fish, I'd
get good shoreline sightings for fu-
ture trips — at which time | would
spand most of my time here. hat or

cold, good weather or bad

(For heaven’'s sake, don'l ask me
why | was looking for that clean
spot, or how we weare able o quickly
string a lunkear catch. If you can’t fig-
ura this one out, you batter go back
and study your Basics.)

Figure 2 is a top view of the sec-
ond natural lake we arge going fo
fish. It is a great, big, deep, clear
rascal (probably considerad better
for drinking purposes rather than
fishing), Tall weeds go complelely
around the shoreline. They extend
down to a depth of 17 feet, The out-
ermost weeds come almost to the
top of the waler. Hare again we can-
not tind a contour map and the local
people didn't give us anything of val-
ua about the lake (hot spots, depths,
structure, etc.) This was one of those
times whare a “working” depth
sounder would have been of use. We
did get some infarmation from the
locals that did “‘gladden’ our hearts.
They informed us thal we could nol
matar trall in this lake. This present-
ed quite a few added problems, the
least of which wasn't trying to keep
the large spead boats and water ski-
ers from swamping our boat. At least
we could have dodged some of them
it we could have done our fishing
with the motor running. At least we
could have used the boal to ward off
some of them from running directiy
over our lures.

Here again, | must get you some
tigh under a weather condition that
does nol promise any degree of fish
movements, and | must find out
someathing about the lake (structure,
bettom conditions, depths, migration
routes, atec.).

About the only clue or key, to be
had are tha extrusions {“lingers"”) in
the weedling. It is at these areas we
will do our straggler fishing, map-
ping. interpretations, etc. These pro-
jections indicate some change has
ogcurred In the bottom. MNarmally
thay show a slight bar ridge or
hump. They should also give the
best access to deep water for the
area. | have marked the areas in Fig-
ure 2 (A.B,C.D.EFGH.J)

We will position our boat ai the
end of lhese weed projections, then

*lan-cast’ the whole area, such as

shown at position "A", We will use
sinking lures, and on each casl we
will count the time lor the lures to
reach the bottom (line goes slack
when the lure reaches bottom). In
this way, we can get a complete pic-
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lure — depths, degree of slope.
ridge or bar, breaklines, breaks, type
ol bottom (clean or dirty, soft or
fiard}), etc. While we are doing this,
we ara fishing to see il any fish ara
using the area, and if a straggler has
moved up.

Due to the depths under the boat.
it will require good conlrol lo keep a
walking lure on the bollom. Probably
our best bal is lo stick mostly lo a
“jump type" lure, such as a jig. spin-
ner, nightcrawler, spoon, e1c, If the
water was cold, we would waork slow,
If the water was warm we would
work aur lures fast. About the ONLY
time | would permit you to cast be-
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hind me, loward the shoreline, would
ba if we happened lo ba Lhere during
the peak of the spawning season,

Figure 2-A and Figure 2-B are side
views of twa of the paoints in the
weeds that wa have mapped with our
lures. In both cases, we will assume
the fish are using the area lor migra-
fion. In figure 2-A, the bottom drops
ofl rapidly. A breakline occurs just
oulside the weedline. Four fish have
moved up. Two have remained al a
slight break, approximately 30 feet
down. Two have moved up to the
weedling, bul nol at the tip of the
prejection, butl have maved up on
the side of the weed finger.

In Figure 2-B the botiom does not
drop off very fast. There is a slight
break just out from the weedline, Bul
mastly the bottom has a gentle slope
toward deeper water, until il reaches
the “drop-oft”, a rather long dis-
tance cul from the weedline.

Here again, four lish have moved
loward the area. Two have remained
at the drop-ofi, but lwo have moved
up ta Ihe area at the tip of the weed-
line. One is at a small break, and the
other at the base of the weadling.

Mow, refer back to Figure 2 (the
top view) and carefully note the cast-
ing patterns shown on finger “B"
and finger “D". In the light of condi-
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tions present. such as shown in Fig-
ure 2-A and Figure 2-B. you should
readily see thal in order to fully test
each weadline projection. we must

BT JULY, VTS

position the boal in dilferent posi-
lions.

If wa lind & struclure with a gentle
slope, such as found in Figure 2.8,
we will have to move the boat posi-
tien oul from the weedline toward

deeper waler, and "fan-cast” the
area. We could find we have 1o move
the boat toward deeper water several
times before we can reach the drop-
off or the deepes! waler in the area. |
hope it is thoroughly understood we



would fish the bottom, nol the water,

Thase long sloping structures
{bars, ridges), etc. are ideal areas to
check our slowesl speeds with live
or dead bait. We can cast, or “'drift"
it. If you wanted to use the oars, you
could troll me across the area.

About the only change that |
wolld make in presentation al lures,
good weather or bad, would be 1o
usa more free swimming lures dur-
ing the warmer good weather condi-
lions. I'd be sure 1o run them at all
depths jammed up against the tall
weedline from all boat pasitions.
And, I'd not fool around with slow
reel or rod action. I'd really wind
them up. Whan waorking the boltoms
in the area, I'd use large and heavier
lures so | could increase my speed
as much as pessible and still main-
tain my depth control.

When studying Figure 2. you prob-
ably noticed | had a weed patch out
from the sheoreline, and | labeled it
“I". ¥You probably wondered why |
did nat call attention to it during the
discussions on the other areas. This
was left aut aon purpose, at that time,
because a condition such as this is
not likely to occur in a lake ol this
nature. Further, | wanted to call spe-
cial attention to such a condition if it
did exist.

& weed patch such as this would
indicate a structure — in the form of
a hump, or underwater island. These
can be of major importance in a lake
of this nature, and you should al-
ways be looking for one. In most
cases, this structure will praduce,

In fishing this. | would go com-
pletely around it, “fan-casting”™ o
establish shape, depths, breaks,
breaklines, and the "“contact point.”
| would pay very close attention 1o
sea il it connects in some manner to
the shoreline. In Figure 2, it would
appear that it connects 10 the pro-
jection *J7', most likely in the form of
a ridge, or "saddle'. If this is so,
then the likelihood of this being a
major migration route is increased
araatly,

After my casts have definitely es-
tablished the “contact point,” then |
would concenirate my fishing in this
dareg.

I am not going to wait until you
ask me a "why'. | am going to ask
you to answer the “why " in the light
of our having "“straggler” fished
these two lakes. It's the same old
question we have considered for
quite some time now. That is, how a

siranger can come inta “'vour” lake
and make a good catch, while you
arg drawing a blank at the same
time. The question is — why?

| hape before we are through with
our study, you will be telling yvour
fishing buddies "“Regardless of how
many fish | catch on any given day, if
| do not know more at the end of the

day than | did when | started, | can-
sider the day wastled™.

All you have to do is to remamber
10 ask yoursell the "why" at all times
during your fishing and while you
are at it, remember that in the near
future we will go back and discuss
those two reservoirs we fished, And,
| Hope this too, is a Fishing Fact.
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Straggler fshing can also result in an pcoasional lunker bass along with
savaral smaller bass and chaln pickeral, But wouldn't you be satisfieod with such a
cafch on & “bad” day?
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