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Lures Gan Be Our Eyes

n many natural lakes, the [ea-
tures of the bottom (structure,
breaks and breaklines) are not
always well defined. There
may e weeds in the shallow
water, but when the boltom is
examined bhevond the weed
ling, it appears smooth, clean
and rather flat, just tapering off
gently into deeper water, At places along
the shoreline there may be big, wide bars of
sand, mud or elay, but there is no pronounced
ridge or anything of that nature. The water
Jjust rermaing shallower for a greater distance
from the shoreline. In other words, at some
places a depth of 10 feet is farther from
shore than at other places,

Figure 1 is a top view of a such a lake. Only
acouple of contour lines are shown to indicate
that at certain places (areas A and B) there arc
hig, widle bars, As far a5 we can see, there are
nio humps or ridge-like Teatures (structures)
anywhere in the lake. There are no sudden in-
creases indepth, no sharper drop-offs or
breaks, ete. We can't see any small details
that could be migration routes for fish. The onky
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distinetive leatures we can see are at Aand B,
where the water is shallower farther from
shore, The situation is such that we have no
clear indication what route the fish will take
when they move toward the shallows,

We know the fish can see details of the
bottom not visible to us, regardless of the
depth sounders or other electronde aids we
might have. Il we expect to understand
this lake, the only alternative we have is to
get lures down there and find out where
the fish might be. There is little doubl thal
Lo oblain this knowledge, we must troll
frec-running, bottom-bumping lures,

Fish the Bottom

It would be almost impossible to find out
what makes this lake tick by casting alone,
A depth sounder or graph recorder would
not abways show or indicate where the catch-
able fish might be, Sure, we could spend time
looking for suspended fish, but catchable
fish rnight, not appear on the recorder, Besides,
the whaole picture could change dramatically
with ashift in the weather. The bottom is our
best guide il we expect to work out this lake.

To “check it out” we
would first check the
shallows (1 foot to
around 8 Lo 10 feet). I
the lake iz small or there
is Lirne enough, the whole
shallows should he
i wiorked and observed.
f {The same would hold
: true for the deeper
sections.]) If the lake is
large and only specific ar
eas can be worked, spols
that run shallower far-
ther into the lake would
he good cholces (areas A
and B), However, the
section being checked
would include some
arcas where the deeper
water is closer Lo shore,

ThHewhole area chosen and all depths should
be trolled with a variety of lure sizes. Each
[ure, with different line lengths, would Yeontour”
a portion of the bottom, These hottom-bamp-
ing hures would tell us whal is down there,

To be completely sure we haven't missed
anything, we would use every lure size,
and wire line if necessary, (o cover the
greater depths in the lake,

We would return to the shallows peri-
odically tosee if fish had “slipped by" as we
contoured the deeper sections. After we
had worked as far as we could, we would
return Lo the shallows and check again all
the reachable depths. We would do this
for the simple reason that we know fish
are not consistently active, nor constantly
moving toward the shallows.

If and when we [ind the fish, we should
pinpoint the area as well as we can by
shoreling sightings, Some fishermen place
floating markers for future reference, but
most understand that the markers may be
gone the next time they get on the water,
Depth readings are of little value in relo-
cating a productive area unless used with
reference to shoreline sightings.

I inany lakes of this nature there will be
dirty or trashy bottoms as well as clean
bottoms, It is possible that large hars such
as A and B will be the only clean areas in
the whole lake, However, lakes may have
clean bottoms (o a particular depth, with
muck, moss, ete. covering the rest of the
bottom. The breakline between the two
will indicate where fish can be found. Cnly
lures are reliable in locating and pinpoint-
ing breaks or breaklines of this nature
rwhere the dirty and clean botloms meet),

It i likely that the migration route of the
fish will remain constant for most of the sea-
son, But the ronte may be different if the
hottom features change or become vague
or little different from the surrounding
area, II Lhis happens, we must “contour” the
hottom again with lures on the troll to re-
locate the fish, <=2



