BUCK TALKS FISHING .

by Buck Perry,
Fducation Editor

Ride The “Roads”
10 More Bass

To become a betler fisherman, a

hit-or-miss approach s not the way to go.

hen we talked the last
time, it was said the
“interpretation” of a
fishing situation is
where we can always improve, and in
turn be more successful. It was also
pointed out a fisherman will “skip-
over”, or not listen to talk about some
fishing situations, because he thinks
they have no bearing on his style of
fishing; or the discussion presents

conditions not found in his fishing
waters, | hope we were in agreement
that AMY situation talked about is im-
portant and none should be passed
up—Iif we desire to become better
fishermen.

Last time we stated that most
fishermen do not have the oppartuni-
ty to fish a variety of situations, and
oftentimes find it difficult to visualize
canditions different from their own.

We discussed how all situations
could be worked ocut by applying a
few fishing facts and some basic
guidelines of the structure fisherman
(Spoanplugger). We said with these
facts and quidelines in mind we
would have little trouble with dif-
ferent types of lakes; different
weather and water conditions; dif-
ferent species; or different structure,
breaks, breaklines, depths, etc. As an

Education Editor, Buck Perry, dlspid}S a tmp]w Ichgemmﬂh that pouncr:vd on a hig th 'ipEEd |
bottom bumping lure at the 18 ft. depth level. Oftentimes man-made structures offer some
of the fastest fishing action.
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example of how the guidelines work,
we applied them to a reel found in a
large glacier lake.

Since improvement in “interpreta.
tion™ is so important for cur growth
as fishermen, let's talk about it some
more. This time, let's consider how
we would interpret a particular
feature (structure, break, breaklines,
deep water, etc) in a man-made lake
{reservoir). We will try to figure out the
situation by applying some
guldelines of the Spoonplugger.

As we have said before, a true
structure fisherman s well aware a
fish can be caught at some time or
other, almost any place, by almosl
anyone, on almost anything, and by
almost any method. BUT to become a
batter fisherman and consistently pul
rmore and bigger fish on the stringer, a
hit-ar-miss type interpretation, lure
presentation, etc., is not the way to
go. The way an experienced angler
goes about it is to do his [lishing
where he has the best chance o
catch a fish. This means he will use
“structure™ (a fealure of the bottom)
as his guide to where the fish may be
found; and then use the “breaks” and
“breaklines” onlor connectad to it to
pinpoint the fish. Ha then controls the
depth and speed of his lures {or baits)
on, andfor around these features to
find, and catch, the fish,

Figure 1is a top view of a section in
a reservoir where a roadbed was
covered when the man-made |lake-
filled. The water is fairly deep where
the roadbed crosses the channel of a

former stream. In many sections of
the couniry reservoirs have sub-
merged roads. In some of the more re-
cent lakes formed, especially in the
egastern part of the nation , the whole
lake may be interlaced with old
roadbeds. Some are paved, while
others are gravel and dirt.

Al tlimes these old roads can be the
best features (structure) in the lake
for the movements and migrations of
the fish, Some of them may not cross
a channel such as shown in Figure 1,
but when the readbed crosses a chan-
nel, be it the main river channel or
feeder stream, we are looking at a
potentially productive area.

Locating submerged roads in a lake
isn’t too difficult. Frequently we can
ohserve the shoreling to see where a
roadbed enters the water, A little
observation of the direction it enters,
and the adjacent or opposite
shoreline will show where il runs
under the water, It is guite easy to
determine if il crosses some sort of
channel. Many of the roadbeds still
on dry land serve as launching ramps.
Most all maps of reservairs will show
where the roads existed before the
lake was created, Depth sounders and
lures will find them, but these are
primarily “tools" to “stay on” and test
the roadbed once il has been located.

Oftentimes the old bridgework at
the channel is removed, but in most
cases the piers and abutments are
still standing. The roadbed and the
embankment may be clean; that is,
free of debris, but in some instances

the roadbed is lined on both sides
with brush, etc. [Figure 1] shows some
clean areas and some with bushes,

When an experienced structure
fisherman looks at a situation such as
this, he dees not sit arcund not know-
ing what to do about it. He doesn’t
wonder if this feature in the lake has
potential as a good fishing spol. He
doesn’'t speculate where he might
find the fish, He doesn’t warry about
what lure the fish might hit, nor how
he Is going to presant it. He doesn't
give a second thought as to what ha's
going to do if he finds fish. He's going
to apply the knowledge (guidelines)
he has, and if the fish are active and in
this section of the lake, he has little
doubf about who is going to pul some
af them in the boat.

The structure fisherman doesn't
wonder if this roadbed is a good place
to fish, because his “guidelines’ tell
him the features of the lake bottom
the fish use in their movements and
migrations are different from the sur-
rounding area and must extend from
the deepest water in the area to the
shallows and vice versa. His guideline
has already told him the home of the
fish, where the fish spends the
greater part of its time, is some place
in the deepest water in the area being
fished—in this case the channel. He
has lo fish the area because lhere is
no question about the submerged
roadbed being a man-made structure
with its “'breaks" and “breaklines’
{piers, abutments, bushes, em-
bankments, etc.) providing a visible

conlinued

Frequently the
roadbeds can be
spotted easily by
observing the
shoreline where
an old roadbed
enters the
water. Further
observation as to
the direction it
enters, and the
adjacent or op-
posite shoreline
will show where
it runs under
water. Many
roacdbeds still on
dry land serve
as launching
ramps.
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route all the way from the deepest
walter in the area to the shallows. If he
finds no fish, he'll go look for
something else. However, he will
return at a later time to work it again,
for his guideline says fish do not
move constantly nor consistently.

He ithe Spoonplugger) doesn't
speculate where he might find the
fish, because his guideline tells him
they could be either in the shallows
iclose to shore), in the deep (channel),
or someplace in between (roadbed).
His guideline tells him how far the
fish go (from the channel in this case)
and how leng they stay, is colntrolled
by the weather and water conditions
at the time of the movement. He
knows this is changing all the time,
50 he can't predict where the fish
might be, He has to find them.

The Spoonplugger doesn't worry
about what the fish might hit (type
lure or bait), nor how he presents it
{casting or trolling). His knowledge
tells him the lure types and style of
presentation must allow him to do
what he is trying to do at any par-
ticular time. His guideline says if he is
to be successful, he must control the
depth and speed of his lure (or bait)
an, andlor around the features (struc-
ture, breaks, breaklines, etc.) the fish
use in their movements and migra-
tions. In fact, it tells him he must
answer all successes and failures in

terms of depth and speed control. His |

depth control means WHERE he con-
trols his depth, WHEN he controls his
depth, WHAT depth he controls, WHY
he controls this depth, and HOW he
cantrols this depth. His speed control
means just how fast he moves the
lure. It could be from zero to as fast as
he can moave it. His guideline also
says his depth and speed contral
must be together, he can't sacrifice
one to obtain the other.

If he finds the fish he will position
himself and contral his lures in such a
fashion, to catch as many fish as
possible in the shortest period of
time. His guidelines tell him he has
minutes instead of hours to make a
fine catch, when he does find the fish.

The knowledgeable fisherman
knows he should encounter no prob-
lems in presenting lures correctly on
the clean parts of the roadbed no mat-

ter what style he might use in present- |

ing them. He knows the “dirty” or
frashy section will require more exact
control of depth and speed.

The situation suggests that you
should employ both casting and troll-
ing, if you are to cover the area effec-

continuad
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CAPITAL
OF THE
WORLD"
Famous For L~
Biass, Striped Becs
Brearn and Speckled Parch,
g Closo fo Florida's best attractions
T Qv ddivy raund trips 1o Disnoyworid,
“ Silvar Springs, 51 Augustine,
; Dienrlona Beach.
WHITE FOA FREE RECREATION & FISHING MAP:
BASS CAPITAL SPORTEMAN'S ASIOCIATION
BOX 550-AC, PALATHA, FL 32077

SAVE 80%

MAKE YOUR
OWN PLASTIC
WORMS, JIGS,

SPIN BAITS,

EASY! PROFITABLE!
£1.00 SUPPLY CATALOG

lure-croft,

P.Q, BOX 1418 [
ELODMINGTON, INDIANA 47402

BASS WORLD LODGE
BASS'N SCHOOL

| Mow taking reservations for this year's
summer session, Learn the techniques
needed to catch more bass from any
waters. Classes taught by skilled pro-
fessional guides on the world famous
5t. Johns River, Learn their techniques,
Far further information contact:
Bass World Lodge
P.O. Box 430
Georgelown, Florida, 32039
Phone (904) 467-2267

FISHING FUN for '81
BILL ZUP'S LAC LA CROIX CAMPS
ONTARIO
American plan — Fisherman plan
Housekeaping

Special & day pkyg. plan $225.00 each.
Cabin, boat, motor, gas, food (vou cook).
Prapay trips — free boat transportation.

We outfit cance trips with tow service
to the ranger station & all portages.
Cluetico or BW C A,

Dawson portages bus trips. Boat hauls
any size. PO, Ely, MN 55731 — Dial 218-
AG5-4018-5200,

GEORGIAN BAY FISHING
PACKAGE ONLY 4% HOURS
HORTH OF NIAGARA FALLS

included - all

S, motors,  fuel,

SOLUTELY

R4 CHARGES. Ideal for husbands
5, dads and sens and fishin'

379 wh, ea. — 3 in boat $339 wk ea,
Write for fish photo sheat
SILVERWDOD FISHING LODGE
Box FF-11
Pointe Au Baril, Ont. FOG 1K0
Phone (705) 366-2359

FISHING'S GREAT

B ON
LY TABLE ROCK LAKE

Enjoy beautiful weather and good fish-
ing for largemouth and Kentucky bass
and crappie. You will appreciate our
modemn, air conditioned, housekeap-
ing cabins, new marina facility, TV,
poal and many area tourist attractions.
Fred & Mariann Bruckner

BAVARIAN VILLAGE RESORT

SR1 Box 416FF, Branson, MO 65616

(417) 338-2517

SERERGLE™

| The Cuality Altemative
Y 1o High-Cost Inflatables

Wy Lay 560, or more
I 2 rllmtakin bcal

Wl for FREE Ercchure
Sna Epgn, Dept, F15
Si. dames, BYCTTAD

| Trout Fishing or just enjoying The greal outdoors.

| only Lodge or residence on the Lakes. Yery re-

’ Akehurst Lake Lodge

5 beauliful Lakes in all. Excellenl Rainbow
Small new ruslic Log Lodge and cabins, wilh

mote. Besl accommodations with homebaking.
American Plan 565, Housekeeping cabing 525
per day, both with 10% reduction on parties of
| 4 or more. For information and brochure: write

Ho. 15 - 16B0 Westsyde Aoad, Kamloops,
B.C. Canada Y28 786.

4 > RATING

— Carpeted

ON THE FAMOUS FRENCH RIVER

Walleye-Bass-Pike-Muskie
COhne of the finest Fishing Resorls in Narthem Ontario, Medern Bungalow Accommadation
Full Baths — Electric Heating. Boats, Motors and Experienced Guides for
French River fishing at its finest. Opan May 15th for Spring Walleye and in 1987 we are
fishing Walleye and Muskie to Oct. 12th. Canosing — Tennis Courl — Two Nearty Golf
Courses — Children's Supervision — Rec Room — Choice Dining, with seconds, Bro-
chure, Rates, References. Spring and Fall fishing packages available, from $167 ea.
persan, Al rates include all meals — American Plan.

Box 4, R.R. No. 1, Alban, Ontario. POM 1A0. Phone {705) 857-2088
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tively and in the shortest period of
time. You may find some sections of
the roadbed can be worked more
thoroughly by casting, while in
others, trolling would be much better.
Your observations of depths,
seasons, weather and water condi-
tions will have a part to play in your
choice of methods at any given time.

However, the conditions in a situa-
tion such as this, can often be such
that your presentation of lures could
be limited to casting or limited to
trolling. It could be there is a “no troll-
ing" regulation on the body of water.
The traffic and boats on and arcund
the roadbed could foul up your effort

Figure 1 (at right)

An important area
where concentrated
fishing effort should be
made is where the old

roadbed crosses a
submerged river chan-
~nel. In all liklihood, the
fish spend the greater
part of their time-here.

to keep lures in position on the troll.
Weather and water conditions could
be so cold, trolling would result in
lures being worked too fast to be ef-
fective. It could be, you may have to
eliminate irelling because the lures
are continually hanging up on the
debris. Al the same time, boat traffic
could be so heavy, the wind condi-
tions so bad, or water so warm and
deep, it would also be foolish to try to
work the reoadbed effectively by
casting. MNewvertheless, the
Spoonplugger would apply his
guidelines for either style to see if
there are any fish to be caught at this
particular time.

Casting a submerged roadbed
shouldn't create much of a problem. It
would be worked much like a long
underwater bar. That is, the boat
should be positioned first {on top of
the road) close to the shoreline with a
series of casts made in the shallows,
and then toward deep water (fan
casts). The boat is then positioned
farther out and the casts repeated
toward deeper water, This would can-
tinue until the channel Is reached.

At least two type lures should be
used at each boat position to check
out the depths and speeds. A free-
running, bottom-bumping lure
{Spoonplug) would be used on a

TERAY, 1981

straight retrieve for the faster speed
and a “jump type" lure (jig, plastic
worm, etc) for the slower. Being
primarily concerned with working on
andfor close to the bottom and the
debris as possible, means that when
working the deeper water (more than
8-10 feet) the lures must be allowed to
sink before the retrieve is started,

At times a slower or faster bottom-
walking lure up the middle of the road
is the thing. Then a lure just “tipping"
the upper twigs and branches or cne
“ripping” through the brush on the
sides of the embankment may be the
answer. At other times a slow jump
type lure on the roadbed or one
sliding and slithering through the
bushes on the side may do the trick.

The imporiant area, and where con-
centrated effort must be made, is
where the roadbed crosses the chan-

nel. Our guideline tells us the fish
spend the greater part of their time
here. It tells us most activity periods
are short rather than long, and that
the majority of the fish movements
will be in the immediate area of the
channel.

All of the bridge area must be-
waorked. The deep diving free-running,
bottom-bumping lures are not passed
up, but often this area is so deep or
weather conditions 50 bad (cold front,
etc.) a jump type lure (jig, soft plastic,
elc.) “jigged" more directly under the
boat and around the “breaks” (piers,
abutments, etc) will give the best
control. You should not overlook the
fact that during bad weather and
especially during the colder season
(late fall, winter, etc.) live or dead bait
jigged deep, no maltter what the

continued

Figure 2 (at right)
Casting a submerged
roadbed shouldn’t

create much of a pro-
blem. It should be
worked much like a
long underwater bar.
First the boat should be
positioned (on top of the
road) close to the
shoreline, with a series
of casts made in the
shallows, and then
toward deeper water.
The boat is then reposi-
tioned farther out and
the casts repeated.




DEPTH FINDER & ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTOR REPAIR

We now give a FULL 1 YEAR WARRANTY on all Lowrance &
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MARATHON “WHERE MUSKIES MEET THEIR MATCH”
DID YOU KNOW THE BIG SLIM COMES IN
THREE SIZES & TWO WEIGHTS?

- H\THIS MUSKY HUNTER DOES AND HIS SUCCESS PROVES IT.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
1 Ea. - Little Slim
1 Ea. - Big Slim
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species, is the way to go.

The Spoonplugger has no qualms
about motor trolling and he knows it
is a must at times and is an excellent
way to check oul a submerged road-

| bed. He has learned, the hard way, it

takes more skill to become a good
traller than it does to become a good
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“A fisherman can’t
predict in advance how
active the fish might be.
At times they may be
grouped and active far
up the center of the
roadbed. At other times
they are found scattered
along the brush on the
sides,”—Buck Perry
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caster. [The place to learn casting is
in a person’s back yard.] Different size
lures on the troll will test the area ina
fraction of the time required by any
ather method.

The trelling passes should be made
parallel to the roadbed, and in BOTH
directions; that is, from the shoreline
to the channel and vice versa. Enough
passes should be made so all sec-
lions of the roadbed are tested, This

continuad



Exact

Spot Finder

Any professional fisherman will

tell vou that a good fishing s
may be no larger than a batht
in

month, or next vear. It's tn
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Never Lose That Hot Spot Again
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See 3 Ways Al Once

See vour lecal depler or send

OMNLY $4.95 10

R. G. PRODUCTIONS
P. 0. Box 212
Morth Prairie, Wi 53153
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size. By using this device, vou
can relocate that same spot in the
middle of a lake, next week, next
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You Can Find |

Us On News-
stands, Too..

For your convenience, Fishing
Facts is awvailable on many news-
stands all over the United States and
Canada.

Il your favorite newsstand doesn'l
presently camy Fishing Facls. or is
sold out for the month, ask the
MAMNAGER to order it for you
SR

Ask the manager for the name of
thelr MAGAZINE WHOLESALER
and call them yoursell {or drop themn
aline). Selling magazines that people
want is their business, so they will be
happy to learn that you want to pur-
chase Fishing Facts [rom their dealer.
and will see to it thal he is able to
serve you each month.

ES. Do your fishing friends a laveor
by lelling them about the newsstands
where Fishing Facts can be found.

fishing

facls

F '.sh g Facts Mogazine
5 H'gf'lu,a R B
R, Box ﬁ
Menomonee ;"c"l."i
Wisconsin 53041

NATIONAL
FISHING
WEEK
MAY 11-17
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FRENCH RIVER COUNTRY

200 miles North of Toronto to Ontario’s Accessible Wilderness.
Great Fishing and Vacationing on the Famous French River
— Camping and Trailer Parks —
Housekeeping Cottages — American Plan Lodges.
For coloured brochure and directory write
French River Resorts Assn.,

Box 600, R.R. #1, Alban, Ont. POM 1A0

New 81 Mepps
Fishing Guide

Learn how lo caleh more fish, Get Mepps com-
plete fishing guide. Packed wilth valuable fishin
information, tips, photos, great new ideas and
proven methods that work! Clip coupon and
send S0¢ if you enjoy fishing or want to leam

more aboul it
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means both sides (embankments,
etc.) and the middle. Several trolling
passes on each section are called for,
as different speeds must be checked
as well as the different depths. Dif-
ferent size swimming, diving lures
will allow you 1o do this swiftly and ef-
fectively.

On trolling passes TOWARD the
shoreline, the boat often has to be
stopped in the shallows and the
"pass” completed by retrieving the
lure, At times a sharp turn, with the
rod tip held low may test enough of
the roadbed. However, to be on the
safe side, stop the boat in the
shallows (on the roadbed) and retrieve
the lure,

When working the area at the chan-
nal, the trolling passes should be
made in all directions, but primarily
parallel to the submerged river chan-
nel, as this is the best way to check
the depths around the “breaks”
(piers, abutments, etc.) and the chan-
nel itself. The passes in the channel
area need not be long, but thay
should be long enough to be sure the
total width of the roadbed (embank-
ment, bars, etc.) has been covered,

A wire tralling rig may have to be
used in the channel area as well as on
the deeper sections of the roadbed, in
order to reach the deepest fish-
halding areas.

&g stated earlier, a fisherman can't
predict in advance {before he checks
it out) how active the fish are, or
where they might be. At one time thay
may be grouped and active far up the
center of the roadbed. At another time
they are found scattered along the
brush on the sides. The next time,
they may be deep and dormant at a
pier, and it takes a lure in front of their
nose at zero speed to get them to
take.

A great many of us are exposed to
fishing waters containing a sub-
merged roadbed. And until checked
out, we must consider il a prime
feature the fish use In their
movements and migrations. While we
recognize this fact, we know there are
unproductive sumberged roadbeds
also. At this time we would say lo
limit your testing to only those that
cross some major river or stream
channel. However, this may not be an
interpretation good enough for those
of us who fish reservoirs chock-full of
old roadbeds. Mext time maybe we
shouild talk about such a reservoir so
that you and *I do not spend too
much time on a roadbed, or part of
one, where we have little chance to
catch a fish.
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