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Il could see as | loocked out

over the water was a mass of
standing dead trees. In the distance
| could hear the powerful hum of an
outboard motor. “Surely”, | thought
te myself, “that cat’s not running his
boat at high speed through this
jungle.” Ker-Wham!!l Then silencea.
“Well, | guess he was running it at a
high speed,"” | said to myself,

My wife looked out the camper
door and said, "What was that loud
noise?” “Some wild man tearing
thraugh that jungle just hit a log,
stump, or something.” 'l hope it
didn’t sink him.”

The aarly marning silence was
then broken only by faint distant
voices, "You O.K.7" “Yeah, I'm QO.K.,
what about you?" *'l guess I'm O.K."
“Looks like it tore the lower unit off
the motor.” The comments that fol-
lowad cannot be put into print, but |
can assure you thase twe were most
unhappy.

This was my intreduction to huges,
sprawling Toledo Bend, a 181,600
acre man-made reservoir consisting
of approximately 1,200 milas of
shoraline, located on the
Texas/Louisiana border. This lake
has gained quite a reputation for
good kass fishing, Stories of large
stringers of “hawg'' bass coming out
of this lake are not uncommen. How-
evar, some fishermen seem o have
thair proklems thare, One fisherman
told me he was so disgusted with
fishing there he didn't think he
wiould go back. He said that he and
a buddy had fished there for 3 days
with a guide and only caught a total
of 12 fish, all small,

| had ignored repeated warnings
o leave my bottom-bumping lures at
home due to the amount of brush
and trees in the lake. My wife and |
made this trip to Toledo in early Ap-
ril of T4 with thoughts of lowering
the bass population somewhat, My
game plan had bean to arrive befara
dark, have a “look-see’ to determine
watar calor, and to look at the lay of
the land to get an idea of what type
of structure to expact, Weall, all good
game plans don't always turn out as
gxpected. |t was black dark when wea
arrived. Fortunately | had a pretty
goocd map of the lake with most of
the marinas and camp areas shown.
We chose a campaground in the up-
per end of the lake located adjacent
lo a large cove that had a creek run-
ning through it.

The time of year [spawn and pra-

spawn) called for checking the
shorter underwater bars near the en-
frances to coves, as well as check-
ing the coves themselvas, During the
spawn and pre-spawn periods, | do
not ardinarily spend a great deal of
time on long structures out in the
main channel of the lake but rather
spend more time probing cove and
creek arm areas for movements of
fish. Alsz, my thinking was that the
water color would probably be better
in the upper end of the cove and the
submerged creek channel would
provide the necessary structure for
bass.

| was right as far as water color
was concerned. It could be classi-
fied as almost muddy (just right to
s5uit me}. As for the fish population, |
can't really say. After 2 days ol trving
te fish {| was limited to casting only
with weedless lures) my score was 3
bass; none in the "“hawg' size
bracket,

This area contained miles and
miles of almost flat bottom. The
large level expanse of standing ireas
indicated this. The points and bars
wers Iocgted long distances from the
cld creek channel and, even thaugh
it was during the spawning seascn, |
figured it would take an exception-
ally good weather condition to bring
the fish to the shallows, The sky was
clear blue, A cald front had gone
through two days prior. More than
likely the fish would be in their homea
area, the creek channel, deep and
inactive, We decided toc give the
shallow water (out to a depth of 10
teet]) a check anyway, There was a
change the near-muddy water waould
partially offset the bright light condi-
tions and coupled with the spawning
urge would put the bass in the shal-
lows. For about two and ane-halt
raurs my wife and | pounded the
banks with spinner baits, swimming
lures, fopwater plugs and plastic
worms. As menticned before, the
brush and trees were so thick, troll-
ing was impossible, The net result of
all this casting was a big fat zero,
Mathing, not even a 6 incher to show
for our efforts, :

What should we do next? Contin-
Ue casting the shoreline because it
was spawning time and the fish have
“just gatta’ be there? Mat on your
life! Tha two-and-a-half hours of un-
productive casting in the shallow
water plus my interpretation of
weaathar and water conditions had
me convinced the fish, at this time,

FISHING FACTS ! 95



definitely were not in the snallow
water, You can fish “till your arms fall
off, use evary lure in your tackle box
and some that you borrow frdm your
buddy, but if the fish “&in't" there,
you “'ain’t” gonna catch them.

| felt it was time 1o head for the
creak channgl, their home, We spent
the next six hours Knocking on
doors by casting the breaks and
breaklines (see “Fishing Talk — our
language of structure fishing™ in this
issue) along the creek channel and
down in the channel itself, Again,
too much brush and trees prevented
trelling. Conseguently eonly & small
saction of the creek channel was
covared as compared to the distance
we could have covered by trolling.
We didn't have to use floating mark-
ars too much because the lack of
trees indicated where the channel
was, When in coubt, | used my depth
finder. We concentrated our efforls
on the autside wurn of all bends. The
day ended with only two fish being
caught, between 12 and 2 pounds.

| can hear it now. Somecone is say-
ing "You messed up Jim due to the
fact that it was spawning time you
should have staved with the shora-
ling and in & hours you would have
caught more than 2 fish, And | think
the fact that yvou wasted so much
time such a long way from the shal-
low water, way out in the lake on the
submerged cresk  channels and
caught only 2 ‘bananas’ (small fish)
praves me right"”

Well, | will agree in part with what
you say. We probably would have
caugnt 6 or & small bass nad we
ccontinued to fish the bank. But when
you say it was a mistake to go direct-
Iy from the shallow water to the
creek channel o continue our fish-
ing, | am going to have to disagree
with you,

It is a fact that we only caught 2
fish and this is certainly not evan a
fair catch even if weathar conditians
were marginal. But, | stll maintain
my mistake was nat in fishing the
craek channels and banks which
contained tha breaks and breaklines.
But you are right about making a
mistake, | did make one and that
mistake was not taking the time to
DRIVE AROUND THE LAKE AND
LOCATE THE GOOD AREAS OF
STREUCTURE PRIOAR TO PUTTING
THE BOAT IMN THE WATER. If | had
dane this. | would have located an
area clear of the brush and trees (|
later found this type of water in To-

number 1 of a series

Don’t let a sorry rod
make you a sorry fisherman!

Casting distance, accuracy, and
hook-setting power can be
bought. Fishing experience and
skill help, tocl But a sorry rod
can cancel out the perfarmance
of a good reel . . . and a good
fisherman.
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kind of tip that throws the weight
of lures you throw.

Don't forget the handle.

As you shake hands _;p

R

with a rod,
ook far a real friendly

feel. After all, you are
expecting to be friends a long time!

Maturally, we have put all these good
things in Cordall Lightnin' Reds in
fiberglass and carbon graphite. So
when you are loaking for a rod that
will make you as good a fisherman
as you can be, shake hands with ane
of ours, We think you will find a
friend!

The new
aluminum oxide
guides are the
greatest fordistance.
This space-age ceramic material
is slicker than a whistle. And it
works better and longer than
anything alse for line guides.

The new graphite blades are
worth the money . . . if you have
it to spend. But fiberglass, built
right, 1s only second best to it
And better than anything but
graphite. Just be sure you have a
stout butt section backing up the

aluminum,

stout butt section
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v Special Two Buck Offer!
| Sand me a field test sample of Cottan's PigTail B
I ‘ Worm, a new full color cataleg, and dandy decal. B
I've enclosad cash, check or monay ordar for
| RO Box 2020 « Hat Springs, ark 71501 DOStpaid shipment. (Ark. residents add .08 tax) [
i Marma i
: Addrass i
City State Zip l
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Los Davis ORIGINAL

THERE IS ONLY ONE
HERRING
DODGER
AND IT'S
MADE

,_,_,_-pﬁ -
BY = THE DODGER WITH BUILT-IN
LES DAVIS  FISH-CATCHING ACTION!
Tacoma, Washington 98409 1565 Center Street
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ledo Bend) and started my fishing
thare. i the fish weren't found in the
shallow water, | ¢ould have starlaed
trolling the breaks and breaklines
glong the creek channel thereby
covering many times the amount of
creek bank we coverad in 6 hours of
casting, and censeguently increased
our chances of logating and catch-
ing fish.

This error probably cost us aboul
20 fish our first day oul, Now | am
not saving there weare no fish in the
tree-infested area we fished thal day,
In fact 1 know there wera, and a
structure fisherman with the time
could have evenlually located them
EVENMTUALLY, | said! But | wanted
to get into fish quickly, make good
catches and when my week's vaca-
ticn was up. leave with the satisfac-
tion of a suceessful fishing trip.

| could see that success would
come quickly only after locating
some clean and workable structure.
Six more fishing days and we would
have toc leave., Weather condilions
were nol stable, as a cold front was
coming through every 3 or 4 days,
This is to ba expected during this
time of the year (April) so | had to
plan accordingly. Wind can usually
be expected after the front, and on
Tolede Bend. high wind means no
fishing on the main body of the lake
at all. So my job was to find opan
water with goad coler in an area that
offered some protection from the
wind.

My second day on the lake found
me searching for a desirable area, |
did a lol of traveling thail day and
found what | was loaking for with the
gxception of protecticn from the
wind. | was tempted o stay at this lo-
cation for one more day and hope
the wind would slop, as the area had
great potential. | had found three
paints that led all the way to the
creek channel, had located the place
where the creak entered the: river
channel, and some excellent crooks
and twms in the old river channel,
The water was 40 lest deep in (he
cnannel of the river 3o | could reach
the breaks and breaklines zlong the
bank with no trouble; howevar, it
would require going to wire line and
trelling.

Rough water pravanted me from
fishing these spots my second day.
s0 | found a cove protecied from the
wind and gol in some more casting
praclice. | use the word “practice’””
bacause that's jus! about all | ac-

complished. Just at dark | did man-
age to take a three pounder on a
topwater “"Chugger".

Although | wasn't enlhusiastic
over the day's cateh, | was pleased
with the structure I'd found. Maybe
there would be less wind by tomaor-
row and we could “hang some
hawgs"”. | thought about it some
more after supper that night and de-
cided I'd better come up with an al-
fernate plan. Chances were that the
wind would not stop blowing and the
possibility of anather front passing
through teld me |'d best come up
with a very good alternate plan or |
might be going back to San Antonio
singing a “‘'sad song".

| got my topo map out and staried
looking it over carefully. Past experi-
ence told me if | could find a long
“finger cove' with a creek running
through i, | could score with the
spawning bass. Sure enough | found
it about two-thirds of the way down
toward the dam, The thing that con-
carned me now was the color of the
warer down there, Maost of the time,
tha water near the dam area will be a
aood bit clearar than the headwaters
and the long linger cove indicated
steep banks with a stream coming
from hilly country. This would mean
even clearar water in the cove, Now
the las! thing | negded was clear wa-
ter 1o go with the existing clear light
conditions, But | could ses this cove
was protected from the prevailing
narthwest winds, | finally made up
my mind

| would get up at daylight and il
the wind wasn't blowing | would fish
the good structuras | had located, i
there was wind, | intended to create
somea strong breezes myself getting
my camper packed, boat loaded andg
“heading out™, | got busier than a
“Cat on a hot tin rcol” when the
wind hit me in the face as | stepped
out of the camper Tuasday marning.
hy wife wasn'l oo pleased with all
the hustle going an. That strong
narthwest wind early in the morning
just didn’l impress her the same way
as it did me, Today would mark the
third day since the last front and |
figured | could ¢atch some fish il |
could just gat down the lake 1o ihe
cove | had located, Moving always
fakes time. | wauld be happy indead
to settie for a 2 P.M, launch time,

Luck was with us, as we found a
marina with a good campground lo-
caled at the mouth of the cove and |
was able 1o gel my beat into the wa-

5 great hooks -
for live bait and
plastic worms

Greal favorites with bass fisher-
men. Used for worms, crickets,
crayfish and minnows. Shafts
and points can be buried in plas-
tic worms to make them weed-
less, Available with plain shanks,
or with single and double sliced
shanks for baitholding.

Plastic Worms, Live Bait: =38928
Sproat — Hollow pt., ringed, blued
fine wira, #3366, Superiar pl.
ringed, bronzed, #3777 Central
Draught — Hollow pt., bent shank,
ringed, bronzad,

Baitholders: #38928 Sproat—
Hollow pl., ringed. blued, fine wire,
1 slice in shank. 233637, Superior
pl., ringed, blugd, 2 slices in shank.

Z33637 2 slices
hald bait firmly
on hook

Depand on Mustad quality hooks
— lisharman in 130 counlties dal

“ MUSTAD

O MUSETAD B SOMN [ULS.A0 NG
HCX B5F & AB2 CLARG ST & aUBUEN K F S3IF
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FIGURE #1

« = LOCATIONS WHERE BASS WERE CAUGHT

ter and getl started fishing by 2:30
P.M. My wife had decided to stay al
the campear and straighten things out
a little, She would fish with me Wed-
nesday. Mow | could have told her
that another front might come
through and the next day's fishing
would be tough but it wouldn't have
changad her mind and there’s no
time to argue when there’s fish to be
caught.

Believe me, | had the “'fever” as |
pushed off the bank and fired up my
ocutboard matar, | quickly noted the
watar color was pratty good (not too
clear), but not as good as it had
been in the upper end of the lake. In
less than 5 minutes | was across the
cove and fishing. | looked up the
cove and figured it to be about a
mile and a quarter long. At the
mouth il was a quarter mile wide but
it quickly narrowed down to 300
yards, At the upper end where the
creek antierad, it was no more than
100 vards wide. My topa map
showad the underwater creek to be
vary close to the right side of the
cove going upstrgam, If this were
true, then the fishing would be better
on tha right side also. | could see the

bank was steeper on that side indi-
cating the map was right. Bass areas
that always produce best for me dur-
ing the spawn are the steeper banks
and especially any side pockeis or
coves thal lie adjacent to this steep-
ar side.

Look al ligure #1, areas A and B.
These are the type of side pockets |
am referring to. Note how the creek
channel swings in close to the pock-
el, forming a “'U" right in the mouth
ol the pocket. Friends, when you
find a place like this during tha
spawning season, you are in for
some fun. The larger bass will usu-
ally be located at this structure. But
wail a minute. | didn't know these
structures existed whan | first started
lishing thal afternoon. Let's take
ourselves back up to the mouth of
the cove and see what happened.

“Fired up' and ready to go, |
snapped & small 500 series Spoon-
pleg en, This is a very small lure
abdut an inch leng and will put a
Go-Go girl to shame when it comes
to wiggling, if trolled at a fast clip. |
et aut about 20 vards of line and
hadn't gone 50 feet when "sock-0" a
bass of about a pound and three

guarters had it. New at this time |
was trolling up the west side of the
cove bacause | steer the mator with
my left hand and hold the rod with
my right. | wanted the small lure
right up against the bank 3o things
were working out line. Trelling
would put me down the steeper east
bank in just a few minutes so |
wasn’l concerned thal | wasn't fish-
ing the east bank first,

One bass in the boat and how
many to go? | never Kill the motor
when | catch a fish, so |ust as scon
as | dropped the bass in my live well,
| was off and at it again, | reunded &
little side cove and "Blip™, | had an-
other one. As | went oul the other
side, just around the point another
bass “‘scuffed up” my lure. Three
bass in the live well and ten minutes
hadn't passed singe | firsl put my
lure in the water. | don't catch them
up in the shallow water much, but it
was evident that if things continued
as they started, | weould be deing a
lat of culling before nightfall, The
legal limit of bass was 14 on the
Lauisiana side,

Those “pearly whites" were show-
ing as | started alter my fourth fish.

BSHING FATTS 1
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speed just hadn't made much diffar-
ence.

I continuad to troll this cove until
about 30 minutes before dark. | had
caught a tolal of 45 bass, all of
which had been released except my
limit of 14. Later. as | was fileting my
fish, the wind kegan to pick up and
dark cleuds started moving in from
the northwest, Looked like another
front was maoving in,

Wednesday morning found the sky
clear. My wile was anxious to get
started lishing as | had told her of all
the fun I'd had Tuesday afternoan, |
warned her not to expect the same
exciting fishing because of the fronl.

| really didn’l expect to find Lhe
fish in the shallow water but it would
only take a little while to check i
out, Spawning periad or not, the had
weather condition would effect the
first jusl as any olher time — put
them down into the despest waler
available,

We didn't catch any fish in the
shallow water ewven though wa
worked |lures all the way from the
shallow water to a depth of 10 leet.
Having done this, it was very plain 1o
me that the “spawning” bass were
not in the shallows — no need to
spend any more lime looking for
them there. | knew exactly what |
was going 1o do and where | was go-
ing o do it, Please look again at Fig-
ure &1, Motice how the creek swings
in and makes a nice bend right in
the mouth of the side feeder cove
(“A"), Here was good structure,
maybe the best in the area, a side
leeder siream entering a main
siream.

The water depth in the channel
was 20 faet, the deepesl water in the
area, The bass jus! almost had to be
there. Because of the spawning pea-
ricd, | fell thay wouldn't be too far
away. Later on, after the spawn, dur-
ing the warm watar period, | would
have loaked for them further down
the channel in much deeper water,
probably about 35 leet.

We dropped a cougle of floating
markers as reference points for our
trofting passes. On our second pass
we found them. They were bunched
up right at “X"" in Figure #1. We
caught 11 bass before it ended.
Again | knew exactly whal | was go-
ing 1o do, We wenl to the next side
feader cove (VB and followed the
same procedure, The bass were
thera also, Position "Y', Figure #1,
Wea took 10 fish here. Although we

( MOON UP-MOON DOWN

Most fishermen kmow thal there is usually
a "normal” fish achivity period at dawn and
al dusk. Many men will fish al no other imes.

However, fishermen have always encoun-
ered “odd howr” fecding peripds and while
fhey were quick to lake advantape of them,
they were slow to understand why they
aceurred,

Qld time market fishermen - men who
fished for a living to produce food - faund
that {hese odd-hour activity perigds seemed
to bz in ehwthm with the moon's daily south-
ings. They calculated that their best lime to
go fishing was when the moon was either
overhead or underfool, {on the opposile
side of Ihe earth).

This fascinating and valuable book is
the story of the Solunar Theory, how aved
sportsman  John Alden  Knighlt applied
modern science to the market fishermen's
“moon up — moon down” ideas of he best
times fo go fishing, Qut of years of study
and experimentation, Knight was to develop
his now-famous Solunar Tabies, which pre-
diet with amazing zccurzey the  activity
perieds of all animals... for 25 much as a
year ahead,

Wa think that good fisheemen will find
this book hard to put down.

nemno k2 . . . Price $4.95

{plus SOC for postage and packsging)

N

(Mate: Wiz, residents please add 206 1ar sales taa),

Use the hardy arder larm aned posiage-pad
eneglope in the center af this isswe by
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fell far shart of the 45 bass | caught
the day belore, we were satisiied
with our catch under existing weath-
ar canditions. All the bass caughl
that day were released.

Thursday the sky looked pretty
mugh the same, mostly ¢lear with a
few high clouds appearing in the af-
ternoon, We worked the creek bank
all day, fished hard, and managed 1o
get two limits,

Friday the bass moved back up in-
1o 1he shallows and we went 1o work
on them “‘hot and heavy''. We first
lecated them by trolling. The speed
was fast. just the same as it was
Tuesday afternoon when | made
such a good catch, We dacided
since there were good numbers of
bass spawning in the shallows we
would casl for them. After casting a
while and catching nothing, we
slarted trolling again and immediate-
ly caught a fish. We would stop and
start casling again. As before, it pro-
duced almost nothing. We cast every
Iurla and celor in the tackle box in-
cluding crank baits, spinner bails,
plastic warms and swimming baits,
Tatal fish caught that day was 30 —
25 caught trolling and 5 caught by
casting. | believe the only reasoen we
could not catch many on the cas!

was the lact that we could not reel
the lure fast enough o getl the ra-
quired spaed.

Certainly not all spawning periods
require high lure wvelecity to make
the fish take. Wea have made good
catches at other times during the
spawning pericd by doing nothing
bul casting. However, it wouldn’l
work on this particular trip. In fact,
I'm airaid the trip would have been a
failure had we nol baen set up to do
some trolling. Friday night another
front went through, this tima a pretty
severa one. We really had to fish
hard Sawrday to catch 18 fish,
Those we did catch were along the
breaks and breaklines where the
channel was 27 feal deep, The lure
speed was slow,. Quite a contrast as
to whal was required the day before.

Den’t get stuck on one lure spead.
¥ou could be daing everything righl,
right structure, right lure, right depth
bul wrong speed and not caich a
fish, Don’t gt this lurn you inte a
“grumblar”, Use different speeds
until you find the corract one and
you will become a whistler — or a
hummer; and in good weathar and
warar conditions — mayba aven a

singer. Try it!
>
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jority of the time | will rip the lure
through. 've also learned that troll-
ing in thick stuff absolutely requires
retying the lure frequently. | had to
lose a tackie box half full of lures to
gat this in my thick head, You know
what they say about experience be-
ing the best teacher — it can glso be
the most expensive!

My boat is 14 feet long, | il out
fhe same length of line which put the
lure 1o running right in the boil of the
mator. My first impression was that
the lure was too close behind the
boat but | decided 1o try it there for a
short distance and if | didn’t catch
‘anything | would let out a little more
ling, | never got around to letting out
any mare line, for not more than 25
vards atter | dropped my lure in the
water, it had a bass by the snout. Hot
dog! | was back in business again,
The anly praklem | had now was de-

ciding if | weould hum ar sing. The
fishing was far oo good for whist-
ling.

| was almost to the mouth al the
cove again and had caught a tatal of
20 bass. The short line and deespar
running lure was catching more fish
than the smaller lure used with a
lenger line length. Bass number 21
had just inhaled my lure and | was
rezling him in when | heard the roar
af another outboard. | logked up and
a large bass boat, about an 18 fool-
er, was heading into the mouth of
the cove, In about 2 seconds a guy
was letting his electric molor down

W6 ¢ WARCH, 1975

Jim Vaughn iz an
agcomplizhed angler
wha can wsually find

few lunkar bass on

article he poinls
ouf zame of the
difficullias ha
gncountered while
fishing an an
wnfamiliar lake and
what ha aid o
trigger same garly
spring action.

inte the water. The boat carried 2
men and a woman, Guicker’'n you
can say "howdy" they wera shoating
casts toward the bank. | wanted to
give them plenty of room so | turmned
my boat around and started trelling
in the oppesite direction. One of he
little side feeder coves was just in
front of me. | had caught a bass on
every trolling pass across the point
af this cove and this pass was no dif-
ferent. | had a limit of bass in the hive
well and had baen culling for some
time now. The ane | just caught was
no bigger than the cnes in the live
well 50 | eased hum back into the wa-
ter.

Abaut that time one of the guys In
the large boat yelled something to
me but | was too far away to under-
stand what he was saying. | cut the
throttle when | ot within wvoice
range. "'Having any luck?”, asked
the fellew running the electric mator.
“Just boated number 22.7 1 sad.
"TWENTY TWO!", said the guy in
the back of the boat. “"How long
hawve you been fishing?"” “About an

mhour and 45 minutes.” | rephed.
“What about you all? Are you daing
any good?"”

"We have only eight bass,” the
alder fellow said, “and we've been
Tishing hard, Did you catch your fish
trzlling? "

“Yas," | said, ' haven't lried cast-
ing yet.” The younger guy up in front
said “Maybe we'll catch some in this
cove. By the way, whal are you
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the whergaboufs of a

most any fake, ln this

catching them on?” | held up my
trolling rod and my lure, “'Ugligst
thing | ever saw.,” he said

| just grinned, “'Ugly or not, it's
putting a 'whipping' on these bass.'”

“You're right about that,” said the
older fellow, “'IT 8 guy’s got the right
lure, he can put it on them can’t
he?™

| thought to myself, “3urg, if ha
will use the correct speed and depth
with the correctl lure.” As | pulled
away | mentioned that it was taking a
It of lure speed to make the bass
strike. but as | walched them casting
latar | realized what | had said about
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How would yau ke to catch over 40 bass
a day. keep only your bmil. and release the
rasi? Jien Vawghn raveals how he dia it and
how' you can do the sama.



