How and Where to F 1sh

Many anglers ask, “How do I know I am fishing in the right place?”

n our last talk (October '83 Fish-

ing Facts) the majarity of our com-

ments were directed toward a
Flatland reservoir {man-made lake)
practically covered with brush, bush-
es and standing trees. The purpose of
the discussion was to help us “inter-
pret" a body of water from the things
we could see above the water. It was
pointed out that our above water ob-
servations are a major factor in deter-
mining whether we spend our time
where we have the best chance to
catch a fish. And, this does not mean
all the “fishy looking™ places along
the shoreling! It means our observa-
tions must lead us to the features of
the lake that fish use in their move-
ments and migrations (structure,
breaks, breaklines, deep water), Cur
observations should also tell us if we
cannot contral the depth and speed of
our lures correctly in an area [dus to
debris, etc.) we should spend little
time trying.

The response to our last article was
as great as any we have had in the
past. It was obvious the majority wera
very familiar with bush and tree-in-
fested reservoirs and the trouble they
cause, since the reaction from read-
ars came in the form of gquestions.
Many thoughts ware involved, and the
variety was about as great as the
number received. (Some sent a draw-
ing.) Thare were some who said, “' My
lake has weeds, not brush.” {They had
apparently missed our earlier talk {Au-
gust "83 Fishing Facts).

At this time let’'s talk about the
guestions, thoughts and concerns of

FIGURE 1

fishermen over bush or tree-infested
reservoirs. (Those with a weed prob-
lem can substitute the word “weed™
where the words “brush,” “bush™ or
“trea'" are used) In this discussion |
will use a composite approach and try
to cover as many questions as possi-
ble, using as few figures as possible.
Some of the questions and things
talked about may seem to be repeti-
tious. My observations show all fish-
ermen do not ook at a situation in the
same way. Meither will the compre-
hension of what | say be the same. If [
get one guestion from a fisherman
about what | have said, | may receive a
dozen questions from  fishermen
ahout what they “think’" | said. To be
sure a particular message gets
across, it must be appraached fram
many different directions.

With these thoughts in mind, let us
lock at a few figures we can use to
discuss some of the guestions raised.
These gquestions are rather a summa-
tion of many about the same subject.
Basically, there are two things fisher-
men are concerned with; 4. “How do [
figh 17" 2. “How do | know | am fish-
ing the best place?” Give some
thought to each question before jJump-
ing to a conclusion—aor to what | have
to say about it. | will label the ques-
tions A, B, C, stc.

Figure 1 i3 a side view of a situation
that can be used to cover quite a few
points. It is a Flatland reservoir con-
taining bushes and standing trees. In
this case, no timber was taken out.
The lake was formed in a dry, desert-
like area. The vegetation was more

like brush (mesquite) rather than tall
timber, But some visible rows of large
standing trees do exist at different
places in the lake. Some depth-of-
water figures were put in to better
show the situation.

QUESTION A—"How would you
controd your depth while trolling in
ALL areas In this situation?"

In exposed trees in the shallows,
depths can be worked with different
lure sizes (that run at different depths)
to check in and around the bushes.

When trolling the submerged bush-
es {or trees), the trolling is conducted
with lure size and line length to barely
skip the lure through the tallest twigs
and branches, If the lure hangs or
snags too much, either too large a
lure is being used or too much line is
being run.

Better depth control is maintained
if the tralling pass is made parallel 1o
the shoreline. The object is to stay in
approximately the same depth of wa-
ter. If 2 depth sounder is available, the
boat can be kept on a certain depth
level, In a situation such as this, once
the correct lure depth is obtfained, the
lure should not hang too often and
should be close enough when running
free. A good practice (to thoroughly
check the depths) is to make enough
trolling passes so little space exists
between them. When working deeper
water, lure size and line length may
have to be increased,

When trolling the big exposed trees
out near the deeper channel, various
lure sizes and line lengths should be
used to check all depths in and
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FIGURE 1— ' Flatland"' reservoir containing bushes and frees,

Fow would vou fish it?
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FIGURE 2—Side feeder stream channel joins the main channed,
One of the major situations (o fook for in all reservoirs.
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Here are some answers to get you started. by Buck Perry, Education Editor

arpund the trees. If the tall trees are
found to be along the channel, the
final tralling passes should he made
parallel to the treeline and as deep as
possible at the trees and the break-
lines {drop-off] of the channel.

QUESTION B— “'How would vou
find the areas to cast?”

If | were unfamiliar with the lake, |
would troll until | cbserved a definite
structure situation of some type OR |
would troll until | caught a fish (See
Question € below).

QUESTION Cc—''What shaliow
shoreline observations can vou make
to show shallower areas to be checked
both casting and irofling? In other
wards, if vou were to pick out an area
to fish, say 200 yards of shoreline
shallows, what area would you pick?”

I'will point out only a few shoreline
features | might choose to work the
shallows. These should be enough to
remind all that the spots picked
MUST indicate clearly a potentially
good “Struciure Situation™ exists and
the fish may use it in their movements
and migrations, However, | must use
enough to cover all the questions and
concerns about the fishing situation
we are talking about. To do this, | may
sdy more about one than another.

Figure 2 rapresents one of the ma-
for situaticns to look for in all reser-
voirs. It shows where a side feedar
stream channel joins the main chan-
nel. & lot has been said in the past
about this “Structure Situation.”
There's no guesswork about the struc-
ture, breaks, breaklines going all the
way from deep water 1o the shallows.

Fasgar atream

Maln Lake

FIGURE 3—Top view of another version af side feeder stream

enlering the main part of reservair,

"Coves,"” or bays, are indicators and
the channels are usually free of
Brush. All the parts of this situation
can be seen excepl the breaklines,
which you know are there.

Flgure 3 is a top view of another
varsion of a side feeder stream enter-
ing the main part of a resarvoir. These
may often be seen better than the one
in Figure 2. This is especially true if
the lake is miles across.

If | were fishing this lake my policy
would be to check out both sides of
the feeder "cut.” But the situation in-
dicates the left side (facing figure) is
the better of the two (better bar,
sharper break, greater depths, etc.).

| would first troll with lure sizes
tand line length) to check the depths.
Since it is a Flatland reservoir, I'd
probably find just a couple small,
shallow running lures would be suffi-
cient to check all the exposed brush.
There would be no hesitation about
getting the lures back into any apen-
ing or passage big encough for the
boat, [Most likely I'd chop off a few
small limbs and twigs with my prop to
gel the boat through some places.)
Froper line length and rod movement
should keep “hangs™ to a minimurm.

My final trolling passes would be
over the submerged timber, However,
if the lake is large and the main river
or creek channel is quite a distance
away, | would not go very far out over
the submerged brush. I'd limit it to
100 feet or so. (We are talking about
the shallow area—see question.)

My total coverage on the trolling
passes (or casting) would be just

about like that shown in the figure. |
would not go too far up the feeder
stream (couple hundred feet). The
sarme would hold true of the shoreline
on each side of the “out.”

If | saw fit o casi the situation, |
would cover about the same area, If
thae season and other observations in-
dicated the area should be checked
with surface lures, then I'd get with it.
However, the minimum coverage
would require two style lures, A free-
running lure on a steady retrieve, for
checking faster speeds, would be
used first. Then a “jump-type" lure
{jig, soft plastic, etc.) would be used
for the slower.,

| would fancast the open water
{submerged brush) with appropriate
lure and depth control (see below).
But, in all areas, | would limit the boat
to a position close to the exposed
bushes. | would not move the boat
and cast farther out unless | made
contact with a fish.

To be sure we cover all the angles
questions, etc,) let’s look at another
situation that can be observed. It is
still another version of a side feeder
stream or “wash™ such as a large
cove ar large bay (Figure 4-A).

The first observation would show
the big bay. The second thing ob-
served is the "point' at the entrance
and the brushline around it. This point
and the exposed brushline indicates a
channel or wash of some type has
swung in close to the point in the
past, The visible evidence suggests
that here may axist the most produc-

continued

FIGEURE $4—A wash’ or side feeder siream culting throwgh

farpe cove or bay, Note the Cpoine™ ai the enirance of the hay

and the brusiiine around i,
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place to work tharaughly.

These examples (Figures 3-7)
should be encugh to again point out
that our observations and efforts
must be related to the Structure Situ-
ations available in the lake, if we de-
sfre to catch fish consistently wher-
ever and whenever we fizh. Our talk in
the July '83 issue aof Fishing Facts
painted out those available and where
and how they develop in a body of
water, We must not let exposed trees
or bushes (or weeds) wipe this fact
from our minds.

QUESTION E—"'If you were catch-
ing a lol of small fish while trolling
around the shallow ‘exposed’ brush
located on & well-defined poinl and
bar, what should you do to help locate
bigger fish? For most of the season
where do vou think the largest fish
would be found?”

The answer should be obvious: we
have to fnterpret the structure and
present our lures desper, We keep in
mind (after we leave the shallows)
that we must try by any means to nar-
row our efforts down to the route
{"path" if you will) the fish use in
movements toward the shallows, and
vice versa. In a situation such as this
rbush-infested bar) a perfect inter-

FIGURE 48— The same area shown in Figare #4, bt here il
hrush has been removed o show g “hreakline' {drer-aff) into

deep waier,

FIGURE 5-
productive water, After reading the article, con you fell wip?

Top view of shoreline that indicates potentially

pretation of the route may be difficult.
[Cne of the reasons the submerged
roadbed is such a good bet) This
means, when tralling, we have ta pre-
sant each lure size with longer or
wider trolling passes. This would also
mean wider coverage on the cast.

When working deepear an the troll,
cur effart is 1o get as deep as possi-
ble, but yet keep our "hangs™ to a
minimum, Thus {again} the lure size
irunning depth) and line length must
be nearly exact.

When casting with a sinking, free-
running lure, the lure size and its run-
ning depth must be given some
thought, and any “‘countdown' (how
long we let it sink) must be controlled
fairly well. The steady retrieve lure
MUST be used, but this is one of
those times where a weedless, jump-
type lure (jig, soft plastic, ete,) also
comeas in handy.

If we have interpreted where the
deepast water in the area exists (a
hole - a channel), then our efforts
must "GO ALL THE WAY" — from
shallow to deep — because for most
of the season the fargest fish would
be in or near the deepast water,

QUESTION F—"Why would vou
look for the tallest or biggest wisible

trees in the lake?"

One reason would be they indicate
samething different in the area, and
most likely some feature of the bot-
tom that is different from the sur-
raunding area. Another reason, and
prabably the most important, is that
tall trees normally indicate a channal
{deepest water). The tallest and big-
gesl trees are usually along the main
channel. Figure 1 is a typical situa-
tion. Maote the tallest exposed trees
are along the edge of the channel.
These tall trees may also indicate a
hump or ridge [“'delta’) exists along
the channel [If a weedline is visible
aut there, yvou can be fairly certain a
hump ar ridge is presant.)

Meed | talk more about the impor-
tance of a channel—especially the
main channal?

QUESTION G—"lVhat trees along
the channels do yvou think would be
best to cast if vou oid not troll?

We should MEVER do a lot of kiind
casting away from the "Structure Sit-
uations.” Sa the obvious thing to do
is try to find the spots where the fish
move oul of the channel {(or hole)
There are three easily spotted areas
te concentrate our efforts on the cast;

continued

FIGURE a—OQbservaiions of the shoreline shalfows may show
that a roaed onee crossed this avea of he lake.

FIGURE 7—Fyposed Dushes or frees arowrd o visiide isfared wilf

Sregquentlv indicale underwaler features fharvs, deep water, oic.)
Hiar showdd he fished thoronpiy.
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Fisherman’s Choice

Lew’s Speed Spin Spinning Reel

Over the year's, fishermen have accéﬁféd the fact that
most spinning reels have a limited lifetime and then you simply
must replace them. This is no longer true since the introduc-
tion of Lew's Speed Spin spinning reels. -

 Speed Spins
have all the features
adiscriminating fisher-

man demands plus an extra
large main shaft that will not flex
and bind the gear train or drag

system, We also use double size stainless

steel springs to ensure guick internal bail release.

Maturally we have a super sensitive rear drag system, re-
versible handles, silent anti-reverse switch and quick release
spools. Naturally . . its THE FISHERMAN'S CHOICE!

Wisat your favonte tackle deater saon and comparne. Or send 51,00 for your copy
ol Lew Childres “Warld OF Fishing” color catalog featuring hundreds of rods, reels, rod
building components and fishing accessaries.

Lew Childre & Sons

110 E. Azalea Ave.. Foley, AL 36535 (205) 943-1467

-~ FISHERMAN

CATCH

BIG BASS
...and more
of'em!

CAPITAL OF
THE WORLD

R
FAMOLIS FOR:
Largemeuth Bass, Striped
Bass, Bream and Speckled Perch.
Close ta Florlda’s best attractions, One
day round trips Lo Disney wWorld, Slver
Springs, 5t Avgustine, Daytona Beach.
'WRITE FOR FREE RECREATION OR FISHING
INFORMATION.

PLEASE SEND FREE [ TIRECREATION INFO
CIFISHING INFO

BASS CAPITAL SPORTSMAN'S ASSOCIATION
BOX 550-A, PALATKA, FL 32077

IF 1 RENEW EARLY?

I [ renew early will [ get bwo copies of
the same issue? No, when we recelve
dour renewal we add it onto the end of
your current subscription. 5o that we
can be completely sure we're adding it

tx the right subscriptfion we ask that you |

use the renewal forms that we send you
before your subscription expires, or that
vou send us the address label from the
cover ol vour magazing

How & Where to Fish
A Brush-Infested Lake

a) Where the two channels come
together. If the tall trees are on the
main channel, we look for the area
where a side feeder stream [or wash)
cut enters the main channel.

b}y Where a submerged roadbed
crosses the channel.

¢} A well-defined “hump' along the
edge of the channel.

QUESTION H—"If yvou were going
to cast the tallest trees, how would
you go about it?

Cur guidelines say we must controf
our depth and speed. This normally
means we use twa style lures to do it
thoroughly: a) a free-swimming lure
on a steady retrieve for the faster
speeds; b) a "jump-type" [jigs, soft
plastics, etc) for the slower. We
should know we have to check all
depths (to the bottom).

The boat will be moved about to
cover the areas {and trees). The
steady-retrieve, fast-speed lures
should sink. This allows them to reach
the depths. At times the lure may be
coming straight up from the bottom
toward the boat. We try to place them
s0 as not to be continually hung.

This is one of those times when the
jump-type lure comes into its own. If
made (or hooked) weadless, it can be
worked to flutter down, slide owver,
move through, ete. all the branches
and twigs. It's easy to check alf the
depths all the way down.

QUESTION |—"After checking the
shallows with no luck, let’s assume
you picked aut a particular group of
tall trees to fish. You choose a partic-
tar tree and give it the warks (good
depth and speed confrol). You decide
to move when no fish are caught.
Where do you ga?”

Some may not grasp fully what was
said in the question and a quick an-
swar may be, “fo find another Struc-
ture Situation.”

The guestion clearly stated “'a par-
ticular tree,” it did not say "“trees.” If
the area was left after fishing one of
the trees in the group, then the area
was left “unfished.”

The answer [as Contributing Editor
Jim Vaughn says), “MOVE TO AN-
OTHER TREE, THEN AMOTHER, AND
AMOTHER, UNTIL ¥YOU GET THEM
ALLIM {meaning the "group” of trees
at the Structure Situation).

The next time we talk, we'll discuss
further some of the questions raised
when we talk about “above™ water
nbservations for the interpretation of
reservoirs where the water covers or
surrounds brush, bushes and stand-

ing trees,ﬁ




