How and Where to Fish
A Brush-Infested Lake

“Oftentimes I see so-called ‘structure fishermen’ fishing
trees and brush with no thought as to their location.”
by Buck Perry, Education Editor

ver the years | have heard a

great number of guestions

fram fishermen. During the
same period of time, | have asked
quite a few myself. | have never con-
sidered any guestion unimportant and,
when asked, | make an effort to an-
swer it the best | know how. However,
| have heard guestions and listened to
answers where the person (fisher-
man) did little thinking before open-
ing his mouth. You might say it was a
question or an answer off the top of
his head.

| have never thought it wise to an-
swer every question that | might ask.
At the same time, | am not free to ask
Fishing Facts readers a question that
can't be figured cut, or one that has
not been discussed In one form or
ather in the past. If | give ALL the an-
swers, It Is not likely the student will
learn. But, if he has to think and figure
it out for himself {from experience or
past study), he is not likely to ever
forget. | refer to this as “knowledge;”
and knowledge is the key to fishing
success. | feel questions should feach
—not measure what is known.

In most instances we do not have
time to do much reasoning over eveary
fishing situation we may face. How-
ever, there are times when we should
think carefully before we act. Our
knowledge may not be locked inon a
particular situation, and if we act too
fast and do not consider the alterna-
tives (or consequences) we may fall
where we should succeed.

The last time we talked (Feb. 'B4
Fishing Facts), we were considering
thoughts raised by our “above’ water
observations and the part they play in
the interpretation of a lake containing
bushes or trees. My hope is that all of
us came to the conclusion that the
trees and brush did not change a thing.
The “Structure Situations” were still
in force. The “debris” was just anoth-
er item we could see that would |lead
us ta lake features the fish would use
in their movements. | hoped our dis-
cussion would eliminate time spent
looking {or thinking) about all those
“fishy-loocking” bushes and trees,

At times | may sound like a broken
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Education Editor Buck Perry with several
funker sige fuss.

record. But some subjects need a lot
of repetition. It is very difficult to get
across the fact that structure, breaks
and breaklines tled to deep water are
the key to CONSISTENT fishing suc-
cess—not some visible tree or bush
in the shallows. Too often | see so-
called “'structure fisherman®™ fishing
trees and brush with no thought as to
their location. I've also sean them out
from the shoreline wandering around
on some big flat completely void of
fish-attracting “'signposts™ (structure,
breaks, breaklines, deep water).

In cur last talk we did not cover all
the questions from fishermen read-
ers, Meither did we talk about other
things | feel are important. Here
again, | will use various figures to cov-
er a variety of thoughts and gues-
tions. As stated previously, fishermen

Part Two of Two

will loak at similar fishing situations
differently. The conclusions drawn
from what | say will seldom be the
same by all listeners. Thus, | may ap-
proach a discussion about a subject
from several directions and hope the
point becomes clear in ALL minds. If
this causes some to feel | am repeat-
ing myself . . . so be it.

As suggested last time, you should
give some thought to each question
before giving an answer—especially
before “digesting” my remarks,

Flgure 1 is atop view of a brush and
standing tree situation in a section of
a reservoir. There are bushes or stand-
ing trees along the shoreline. There |5
a large expanse of open water, but
about a quarter mile off shore, we see
a clump of treetops sticking out.

QUESTION 1—"What does this
situation mean to you?"

What it means to me is that the bot-
tom in this area is likely to be very dif-
fleult to work effectively, due o
“hangs' or snags. The shoreline fea-
tures and the visible brush indicate
there is MO “Structure Situation"
connected to the shoreline. It says to
me this shoreling section is purely
trolling water. If | didn't troll, I'd pass
up this shoreline completely.

The exposed tree clump tells me a
bottom feature different from the sur
rounding area may be present. It
could indicate a "' Structure Situation”
exists, and the fish might use it in
thelr movements and migrations.

QUESTION 2—"“Would you check
the clump of trees that are visible and
situated out from the shoreline?"
(Flgure 1).

We have to have a reason for check-
ing out the clump of trees, other than
the fact it is a visible “'stick-up.” If we
do not know what will make this
clump of trees “good" or “bad," a lot
of time could be wasted trying to ma-
terialize 'a fish with things such as
size, color and lure action. | would
consider quite a few things before
passing it up, OR going out for a clos
er inspection,

QUESTION 3—'What type ‘struc
ture' do you guess as being present

continued
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How to Fish a Brush
Infested Lake

out in this lake?"”

Is the reservoir (lake) a Flatland
lake? Lowland lake? Highland lake?
(The guestion didn't state what type
reservoir) If it's a Flatlander, what
“Structure Situations” are likely to
exist out in the fake?

The reason we classify our reser-
voirs into “Highland," “Lowland,” and
“Flatland" is so we know what type
“Structure Situations’ can be ex-
pected in each. Very little guessing
should be invalved at any time.

QUESTION 4—"How fong would
you fish the exposed treelops out in
the lake if the major game fish were
bage?"

The questions | would consider

FIGURE I—A tap view of @ brush and
standing free situartion tn a sectfon of o
lake. Note the large expanse of apen waler,
and the tops of a clump af frees sticking
aut of the water about o guarter mile aff-
shore. What, if anvthing, does this situa-
fion telf vou?

FIGURE 2—Top view of a fishing situa-
fior in a lake where the bottom is covered
with bushes and standing frees. Do you
think this particular area would be a good
place to concentraie your fishing efforis?
Study the fipure carefully, Then find the
arswer in the accompanying article.

quickly would be: (A) Is the clump of
trees potentially productive? (B) What
type structure is likely to be present?
(c) Are they out on a big flat? (D) If
they are located in the vicinity of a
channel or deep hole, jusl how close
are they? () Are they "tied” in some
way to the channel or deep hole? (F)
Would the fish know they are there?"
{@) | wonder if the question meant! |
should just check the “tops" of tha
trees and not spend time checking all
the way to the bottom (all depths). (H)
Shouldn't | say, regardless what s
meant by the question, I'm going to
check all the depths—if my observa-
tions show the tree clump is on or
closely related to a potentially pro-
ductive “Structure Situation"? (1) If a
quick observation shows the tree
clump is NOT on or closely related o
a potentially productive structure,

continued
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How to Fish a Brush
Infested Lake

should | spend any time at all fishing
the treetops?

QUESTION 5—"If this bunch of
trees were exposed due to a polential-
Iy good ‘hump,' does this (Structure
Situation) say the clump of trees will
hold fish? Are there reasons why a
person could waste a lol of lime
fishing t?"

If | were thinking about this ques-
tion, things such as the foliowing
would flash through my mind. “If the
tree clump has the potential of baing
productive (on a good “Structure
Situation') does it mean it will pro:
duce NOW?™ “If it's a ‘hump,’ is the
top shallow or deep encugh to be pro-
ductive this part of the season?”
“This time of day?" “Will it produce
with the water color present?” “Will il
be productive with the presenl
weather conditions?"'

If | had answers to questions like
these firmly planted in my mind
(knowledge) | would probably be able
to decide whether to fish it {or not)
without going out for a closer look. If |
decided I'd better logk it over, no time
waould be wasted fishing it whether it
was a good situation or a bad one, I'd
“get with it" if it's good and I'd quick-
Iy pass it up if it wasn't.

Flgure 2 is a top view of a fishing
situation in a lake where the bottom s
covered with bushes and standing
trees. (Study the figure.)

QUESTION 1—"Do you think this
particular area would be a good place
to concentrate your fishing efforis?"

The obvious answer would be
“yes!™ If you recall, the “Structure
Situations” we have talked about, you
know this situation is one of the main
keys for fishing success in reservoirs.
If you remember, you should be able
to fill in Figure 2 with the features that
were left out.

FIGURE 3—QUESTION 1—"!/ you
were fishing the area shown in Figure
3 in the ‘cold’ part of the year for bass,
where would you concentrate your
fishing efforts?"

Our guidelines say we should ex-
pect unpredictable and maostly short
migrations from the deepest water in
the area during this time period of the
year. The quidelines tell us to concen-
trate our efforts on the steeper, fast-
breaking shorelines. They point out
that the fish {during this period)
would not take a long route to move
shallow. If they did move shallow,
they would have quick access (o deep
waler. In viewing the situation [Flgure
a) we would have to consider the main
channel as being the deepest water in

cantinued
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How to Fish a Brush
Infested Lake

the area. This would indicate the fish
are not likely to move very far along
the breaklines of the feeder cul to get
to shallow water.

Can you see any structure or fea-
tures fied to this deep water that
would serve as “guideposts” for the
fish to move shallow by a short migra-
tion? Do you see a short marked path
back to the sanctuary of the despest
water in the area?

Qur guidelines Indicatle we
shouldn't get too far from the deepest
water during this period of the year,
These guidelines (and past study)
should say quite plainly we have to
consider the tall trees located where
the two channels meet (Figure 3). In
other words, the tress are the
“hreaks' tied to the deepest water in
the area and they “go all the way" to
shallow water,

| hope none will ask: "What trees
alang the channel do | fish?" Just in
case, let me give {again) the guideline
—"Productive'” bushes or standing
trees are related in some manner to
the structure, breaks, breakiines and
deepn water the fish use in their move-
ments and migrations (“Structure
Situations”). In other words, if you are

{ checking out the trees or treetops

during the winter weather, you do not
fish just any tree clumps you see out
aleng the channel. You check ouf
those ON STRUCTURE such as those
on the two bars at the entrance to the
side feader stream channel,

Any (trees) at a well-defined “wash"
into the channel should be checked. If
there exists a well-defined hump
somewhere along the channel, then

-standing trees on the hump should be

worked from top to bottom during the
winter period. Each of these are
“Structure Situations™ near the deep-
est water, If | had a choice, | would
prefer the situation as shown in
Flgure 3. These trees are related to a
“Structure Situation” used by the fish
most of the year, and | prefer the sea-
sonal “Structure Situations' to be as
cloge together as possible,

This brings up another question on
the minds of some fishermen: ' Should
I spend much time working the tree-
tops during the warm season?"

My guideling is to not spend time
fishing treetops during the warmer
season. Sure, I'd check them out in
the normal control of depth and speead
around the “Structure Situation.”
However, | would expect the migra-
tion to be related to structure, breaks
and breaklines fied to the shoreline
shallows. The bars and breaklines of
the feeder cut (Flgure 3) would get



most ALL of my attention during the
warmer season. (Why do | do this? Do
| have a guideline?)

Figure 4-A i a side view of a “Flal-
land” fishing situation. The edge of
the channel is lined with bushes or
small trees that grew before the lake

was filled,

Figure 4-B is a top view showing
the condition on both sides of the
channel.

QUESTION 1—""Would if be wise to

troil the ‘brushline’ with lures barely |
continued |
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How to Fish a Brush
Infested Lake

skipping through the outer twigs and
branches?"

There are several things to think
aboul here before making a decision.
Is trolling a good way to locate fish in
a situation such as this? Am | likely ta
find the fish in this lake if | do not
trall? 1f | troll, should | keep my lures
running “free" all the time so | won't
get hung up? Will | spook the fish if |
gel 1oo close? Will the fish dart to

deeper water if my lure hits the
brush? If | don't hit the outer twigs
and branches, will my lure be in posi-
tion enough to locate the fish?

(Did you consider these things?)

QUESTION 2—"I/f you located &
group of fish around a particufar
paich of bushes, would it be wise o
anchor and cover the spot by casting?"'

Before | would answer this question,
I would give some thought as to
whether | should anchor the boat, and
what the consequences may be if | do
anchor (or If | don’t)! The things |
would consider very quickly would be:
“Can | be thorough if | do not keep the

L Roustaboul — 149"
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boal from moving around? Why do |
have to anchor and cast, why not con-
tinue tralling? Can | catch more fish
casting than | can trolling? Am | maore
likely to “hang up" while trolling or an
the cast? Will | be able to get a hung
fish away from the brush better on the
cast or on the troll? How do | make
the trolling passes o be sure | get all
the fish that may be around the bush-
es? What do | do if the fish takes the
lure and then gets tangled up in the
brush? How far from the bushes da |
position my boat if | decide to casi?
Should | expect some fish to be
around the bushes on the opposite
bank (of the channel)? Should | an-
chor so | can check both sides at the
same position? Can | check both
sides better on the ¢ast than | can on
the troll? Do | have enough lures or
enough styles to work the brush thor-
oughly on the cast? Should | go and
spend time trying to get the lure loose
if | hang up? Should | “break it off”
and not take a chance of spocking the
fish? Am | a good enough caster to
take a chance? |s my casting gear
strong encugh 1o rip the lure through
the ouler twigs and branches?

(How long would it take you to de-
cide whether to anchor and cast?
Why would | make up my mind FAST?)

QUESTION 3—"'Where would you
position the boat if you decided fo
cast?”

The purpose of giving some thought
to the position of the boat is to be
sure we cannot only cover the area
thoroughly, bul be able to control the
depth and speed of the lures at the
right places. In this situation, quite a
few things should be considered.
Most of the thoughts and questions
should come to mind when thinking
about whether to anchor and go to the
cast (above). You should further be
thinking — what position would be
better? Should | position my boat in
several locations? Which one would
be better to control my depth and
speed? How do | work my lure if | po-
sition my boat over the channel? Over
the brushline? Over the flat behind
the brushling?

iWhat do your guidelines, study
and experience tell you to do?)

QUESTION 4—"How would you
control your depth and speed on the
caslt fo keep from getting hung on the
brush?"

If you asked me this question
(which you did), | would consider very
carefully where | positioned the boat,
Any position picked would probably
present adifferent picture. In any case,
| would consider the fact | should use
at least two style lures (a free-running
and a “jump" type) to check the spot
thoroughly. | would ask myself:
“Would a surface fure be effective?’ |
know exact depth control will be



FIGURE 5—Are you one of those who fish only visibde “stick-ups" and other forims of

visible cover?

necessary on the cast with a free-
swimming lure, | would have to give
thought to each lure used. To secure
all the depths required {(without hang-
ing up} may call for a “countdown"
with a sinking type lure. I'll have lo
give the same thoughts te a “jump”
type (jig, sofl plastic, etc.) but in this
case they are not as likely to hang up
as much as the free-running lures
with gang hooks (treble hooks, etc).
This style lure (jump type, for the
slower speeds) would allow me to
work the bushes more thoroughly. If |

rigged them weedless, | could put
them right into and through the bush-
es. But as a structure fisherman, I'm
not about to forget if the speed is too
slow, | am likely to miss a lot of fish |
could have caught if | had kept my
speed control fasl,

When working a situation such as
this on the cast, my fishing gear (rod,
line, etc.) should be strong encugh to
put some fish in the boat. This is no
place for {(me) being “sporty™ with
light gear.

QUESTION 5—"Name fwo spols or

two conditions where you would ex-
pect to find the lish IF THE WHOLE
LAKE WAS LIKE THIS.”

Here again, we must go back to the
"Structure Situations™ the fish will
use in their movements and migra-
tions. We can NEVER get away from
these—if we desire to catch fish con-
sistently, wheraver or whenever we
might find ourselves.

To name lwo would require very lit-
lle thought. (A) Where a side feeder
stream cut or wash enters the brush-
lined channel, (B) Where the brush-
lined channel makes a bend or more
rapid turn {deeper water, sharper
breaks, etc.). Can you think of another
one? How about a “hump™7)

The purpose of Figure 5 is to see if
you are one of those who only worls
the visible stick-ups. AND—are vou
one of those fishermen who does not
know such a situation exists? How
lang would you “check out'” this visi-
ble bush (tree)? How many lure styles
(or types) would you use to try lo
catch {or create) a fish around this
bush? After working the “stick-up™
would you check the deeper water?
Where would you position the boat to
work the bush In deep water? What
type lurg would you use?

(Do you expect a situation such as
this to exist very often?)

Good fishing. #23
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