Learn The Importance
of Speed Control

Good Questions Lead to Answers,
But Right Lure Speed Must Be Found

n a past discussion of the most

common “structure siluations”

found in reservoirs, it seems a

responsive chord was siruck

among Fishing Faecis readers;
that is, if the questions thal have
come in are any indication. They
were all worlhy questions, and
requive some sorl of response. Since
there are (00 many questions Lo
answoer  individually, perhaps the
most appropriate thing (o do would
be 1o select a couple, with com-
ments, which are representative of
the grealer portion.

The first one chosen asked:
“Would you cover more fully how o
cast a bar, a long bar, and especially
one that has weeds on it2°

To fully cover a longer struchure
{(bar) by casting, the boat should be
moved Lo several positions as shown
in Figure 1. Position one (1) has the
Lroat positioned close to the shore, or
just outside the weeding. This posi-
tion would allow the fAsherman, by
fan-casting, to cover all of the shal-
low section within reach. From this
position, he can check any weeding
that may be present. As the casts
swing around toward deeper waler,
the lure would be allowed to sink to
the bottom before starting  the
retrieve, Different speeds of the
relrieve should be checked in the
depths being worked, After this sec-
tion has been worked, the boat
wionld be moved to position two (2)
which would be about where the cast
reached from the previous position.

Continue to move the boat ancd
follow the same casting procedure
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until the last position is reached. The
last position would put the fisher-
man within a reach of a deep break-
line, and preferably the “drop-ofl™.

It might be well to mention at this
poing, that in most cases a breakline
(drop-off) at the end of the structure
i bar) will occur at a shallower depth
than the deep waler sanctuary, In
other words, the fish will drop off
into 2 hole or channel before it

stops. There are only some isolated
instances where the lake would be of
the type that the deep waler sanctu-
ary of the fish would be found on the
“structure” itself,

It is not likely that the sanctuary
depth will ever be found directly off
the end of the bar. [t could be Lo the
right or Lo the left, or so far oul that
it would he impossible to reach from
any position on the bar. This is one
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To fudly cover a longer struciure (bar) by casling, the boaf should

be moved to several positions as shown.



ol the reasons the fsherman is
direclted to exercise paticnce at
times for the fsh o move up and
into range. However, when fish are
found ab o breakline or a drop-oll
and the aclion stops after a fow lish,
it iz wise to immediately go deeper
ol the breakline, In some instances,
an additional fish can be had.

The lure iypes used for the pre-
sentation on a sbructure situation
such as this should allow depth and
speed to be controlled (at the same
time} in all areas. Two types of lures
should be used, a fast steady swim-
ming or boltom-bumping lure such
as a Spoonplug, and a “jump-type”
lure such as a jig should be used to
check the depths al slower lare
specds, More will be said abouat the
presentation of these lures.

Weedy Structure

Figure 2 shows a top-view of a bar
that contains 2 weeding. Figwre 3isa
cross-section of the same area. Each
figure shows two locations for posi-
tioning the boal for casting. Position
“A" represents the boal fairly Far out
from the weeding, while “B" repre-
sents the boat anchored near (he
weeding (shallows),

IT' the boat is anchored at position
“A" Lo cheels out the shallows along
the edge of the weeding, it would
mean that a cast could cover only a
small portion of the weeding, as the
retrieve would immediately pull the
lure away, and the balance of the
retrieve would most likely be wasted
effort. Position “"A" would create
quite a problem working different
depths correctly along a tall weed-
ing, and il would be practically
impossible to work the deeper
water 11 may be possible to dangle a
Jjump-type lure over the side of the
boat and get some resulls; but over-
all, position "A" would not be the
choice location.

If the boat is placed in position
“B", casts can be made adjacent to
the weeding and as the retrieve is
made, the lure is in position the total
length of the retrieve. From this
position, different size lures can be
used to thoroughly check the differ-
ent depihs all along the weeding; and
when casts are made toward the
decper sections of the structure
(Bar), this position will allow all sec-
tions and depths, all “breaks™ and
“breaklines” 1o be worked.

When the location of a productive

FIGURE 2
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Top view of a bar that containg a weedling.

structure is known and the casl fails
to produce, it is most likely due to
the incorrect placement of the boat,
This is especially true when the fish
are caughl on a trolling pass bul not
on a cast.

Figure 4 shows a similar situation.
The structure is quite large with a
weeding thal is long and crooled.
The weeding bends in and out with
“fingers”,

Mosl hshermen would place their
boat in position “A", oul from the
weeding, and malke casls in toward
shore. The “expert” casters would
have you believe that the lure musi
check every lititle crook, hole, and
tum along the entive weeding. But
unless the weeding was completely
visible, very few casts would cover
the water correctly from this position.

Position “B" would be the pre-

ferred location, for the simple rea-
son that the area could be checked
more easily and effectively. The
exacl weeding could be established
(with floating markers if need be),
and casting would require no special
skill, since only the tips ol the “fin-
gers” would be worked to establish if
any fish are along the weeding. If no
active fish are found on the “tips", it
i nol likely any would be found in
the "pockels."

When casting any portion of a
body of water, the fisherman is often
not aware of the imporlance of
speed contral (how fast the lure
moves through the water) and will
not vary his speed to find the one
most effective,

Often overlooked and not taken
into consideration is just how MANY
lish ean be caught oul of a school,

A crass section of the same bar and weedling shown in Figure 2,

FGURE 3
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FIGURE 14

Most fisharmen would place their boat in position "A7 out from the weadline,
and make casts in toward shora, Buf pasition 8" would allow the

area to be checked more efficiantly.

once it is found. So when consider-
ing speed control, we are talking
aboul the thing that makes a fish
talee, and also what will determine
Just how many fish in the school can
be taken,

Let us work a structure thal we
kmow is potentially productive, We
first check the shallow water with a
frecswimming,  boltom-bumping
lure. We start with a normal retrieve
speed. By the third cast we have
increased our speed slightly and
bang!l—a good fsh takes. The next
cast produces another fish..

This indicates that a movement
has oceurved, and il is at this time
that speed control comes inbo iUs
owtl [t is at this point that lure speed
is increased still further, and contin-
ues toinerease until relrieve speead is
about as fast as the reel can be
worked. Without an increase in
relrieve speed, it is not likely many
fish of the school would be caught,

Let's suppose that we did not
begin our casts with a free-swim-
ming, bottom-bumping lure, bul
instead started fishing with a jump-
type lure such as a jig or worm. The
lirst cast produces a fish; the second
cast produces a fish, bul subsequent
casts draw a blank.

An experienced fisherman would
inerease his speed as much as possi-
ble. Knowing that this type of lure
(jump-type) will not allow much
speed contral without losing depth
control, the fisherman would immedi-
ately switch to a free-mnning hottom-
bumping lure and really wind her up.

Speed Control

At this point it may be in order to
explain why we call these jigs,
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spoons, weighted worms, ete., jump-
Lype lures. It is done for the simple
reason these  lures  should  be
“iumped” a short distance, then
allowed to return baclk to the bottom,
Yo will note that we did nol say
‘dragged” a short distance and
allowed to come to a stop. Neither
did we say thal the refrieve should be
slow and steady with the lure sliding
along the bottom. If you desire the
best [or these lures, they should be
jumped. Better speed control can be
obtained with a free-swimming, bot-
tom-bumping lure than with a “jump-
{ype”. This is especially rue alter the
water warms up. However, al cerlain
water temperatures and  certain
weather conditions, when fish are
rather deep and inactive and non-
chasing, the jump-type lure may, al
tirnes, have effective speed control,
Lt s assure that on our fivst cast
to the decp secltion of a “stracthare sit-
uation”, we connect with a good fish
on a steady, free swirnming, bottorm-
bumping lure such as a Spoonplug.
The next cast produces another lish
from the same spot. This is an indica-
tion that a school of fish has moved
up on the structure silualion. [ is at
this time that we increasse our froo
swimming or bottom-bumping speed.
The increased speed will be the
controelling factor in how many fsh
are taken before the school is lost
This includes not only the speed
before the fish toolk, bul also AFTER
the fish took. A hooked fish should-
n't be messed around with—get him
oul of the school fast, and keep him
coming, These fish must be kepl in a
frenzy or competitive spirit, and
speed control during the total time
of the action muost nol be lost. There

is usually only a very shorl Lime o
make  “hay” and the speed control
will determine just how much hay
we can make (This is the lime It is
good to have a *fshing buddy” along
to help the cause),

In a casting situation such as this,
sorne anglers Tail to allow the lare to
sink all the way to the bottom before
starting the retrieve. Watch the line,
it. will Lell you when the lure is on the
bottom.

After the action stops, the deep
siructure should be checked with a
Jump-type lure before leaving the
area. The fish may have become
“spooked”, or the majority dropped
into deeper water. The fish may not
chase a Fast working Ture, bul may
strike a jump-type if its put right in
his face.

Mow, lel us assume that in work-
ing the deep part of the structure, we
did not start with a fast free-swim-
ming or botlom-bumping lure, but
instead started with a jump-type. We
make our cast and let the lure sink Lo
the bottor; take up the slack line,
and then give a short twitch of the
rod tip to malke the lure jump a short
distance., We let the lure settle back,
and continue o twitch and jump it
until the full retrieve is made. In
order to increase speed with this
lure, we would move the rod faster
and give a longer twitch or jump
before allowing il Lo seltle bacle [t
might be necessary to increase Lhe
lure weight to speed up this action.

Maximum speed control on a
jump-type lure would have o be
when the water warms or fish have
mowved up and contact is made. This
can be partly accomplished by plac-
ing the rod tip next to the water and
finishing up the movement with the
rod Lip over the head. This long, fast
pull will mowve Lhe lure rapidly for
four or five feet. But, here again, we
should switch to a free-swimming,
bottom-bumping lure 1o oblain and
keep the necessary speed, when fish
contact is made.

OUme ol the greal fanlts of the aver-
age worm fisherman is that he does
not strike the fish soon enough, This
will hold frue with most any type
Jump lure, I would be greal il we
could become aware of the exac
moment a fish takes the lure, but
with slack line and the amount in the
water, this is rather diflicolt. But, if
the fisherman keeps his slaclk line to
a minimum and keeps his eyes on
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the line to see any unusual move-
ment, he may hook the fish belore
the lure is spit out.

Some have the idea they must let
the fish run with the lute before sirik-
ing, Nothing could be farther from the
vruth. Fish “inhale” a lure so fast the
movement can hardly be followed
with the eye. e can exhale it just
about as fast. Il a fish moves ofl with
the lure, then in some way he is
unable to get rid of it, and unless he is
solidly hooled, the fisherman is tak-
ing a chance of long a fish, In other
words, the strike is made the instant
there is an indication a fish has taken
the lure, By wailing, the odds ol gel-
ting him on the stringer is slim.

Whether casting inlo (he shallows
or towards deep water, regardless of
what type lure is being used, speed
control must be kept in mind. Not
only from the standpoint of making
fish take the lure, but after contact is
made, so the fisherman will be able
to eateh MORE fish. Alter all, cateh-
ing fish is the name of the game, s0
why reduce chances by refusing lo
observe the advantages of speed
conlrol while casting?

The second question selected had
this to say: “Some of the big, wide
irregular shaped bars | fish have dif-
ferent size ‘points” sticking oul at
different places. I've read where you
veler to these points or exirusions as

“fingers”, My question is how can a
fisherman know which [linger the
fish will come up on? He might not
have ever fished the stroeture before
or has never found fish on a particu-
lar point (finger).”

In trying to clear up the second
question to determing which finger
might be best on a parlicular struc-
ture siluation, we must venlure into
the ability to interpret structure.
Since many may nol be prepared at
this stage to grasp or make a full
interpretation, perhaps the best
answer at this time would be (o
interprel a sample.

When fish move or migrale, they
come from the deepest waler in the
areq; and the boitom [eatures (stric-
ture situation) they use MUST extend
all the way from the deep waler to the
shallows and vice versa. The fish
must be able to see their intendec
route immediately upon moving [rom
deep water. In the context of these
stalements, let's look al a sample
structure silmation the fish will use
during movements and migeations.

Figure 5 is a top view of a wide
sweeping bar (*structure situation)”
with a “breakline” (an area on the
bottom where there is a sudden or
more rapid increase or decrease in
depth). The breakline is rather
crooked and has several extrusions
or “fingers”. The “fingers™ have been

labeled “A”", “B", "C", and "[}". Depth
figures are shown at the breakline
and around the bar. The depths in
the deeper water off each fnger are
al=o shown,

The brealdine represents the area
on the structure situation (wide
sweeping bar) where the fish are
lilkely to be found when they first
make contact with the bar We call
this the “Contacl Point". Just
WHERE, on this breakline, the fish
will be found, is the problem for the
Nisherman. It is important the fisher-
man be able to determine where the
“contact point” will be, for it is likely
this is as far from the deep waler as
the Gsh will venture,

In ligure 5, finger “A" has a three
(3} foot breal (8 to 11 11.), The depth
Migores show the boltom is rather
shallow and flat off this finger (depth
incenses slowly).

Finger “B" is closer to deep water,
and it “breaks”™ deeper (10 to 13 fi.).
But here again the increase in depth
off this finger is not fast, bul slightly
more than Finger “A".

Finger "C" has a [our {4} foot
breal (16 to 20 1), It breaks off at a
deeper depth (16 1) And into a more
rapid inerease in depth, we label this
a “sharper break” {see depth figures),

Finger "I on the left side of this
big bar is not well defined, and the
depth Ggures shown on the left side
would indicate a rather large flat
area with a smaller increase in depth
running out from the breakline.

With the information available,
Finger “C" would be the logical
chotce for the fish o make contact
with this big, wide sweeping bar. The
reason for this choice is due to the
fact a Spoonplugger Guideline about
such a strocture silualion says this:
“The “Contact Point™ to 2 structure
situation is al the “break” that breaks
the deepest into the deepest water.”
Finger “C" breaks at 16 leet into the
deepest water in the area (50 ).

Good Fishing!

Editors Note: There are Fishing
Facts readers who would like to
direct questions to Buck Perry or to
an accomplished Spoonplugger. —
Buck’s personal Email address is
buck@iwave net. The Spoonpluggers
can be reached with questions on the
bulletin board at htpedwww.ameri-
caoutdoors. comdspoonplugger.
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