Take The Lake As A Whole And Separate It Into Two Types Of Water

Part 2 of a series

Nnttcnlang ago, Tammy Ferencek
and Don Dicksan, two fine
Speoonplugging instructors, were
sent 1o the Midwest to “check out’” a
couple artificial reservoirs (man-
made lakes). The major assignment
was to map and inlerpret the lakes
(structures, depths, bottom condi-
tions, water colors, etc.). But, they
were to also find out if the reports of
the fish species found in the waters
were correct. One reservoir was re-
ported to contain quite a few muskie.
It was said the other lake conlained a
variety of species.

During our discussion after their
return, Tommy and Don made a
sketch showing a portion of the res-
ervoir which contained the muskie,
The drawing showed a long point lo-
cated at the junclion of a large feeder
stream and the main river channel
(Figure 1 on page 76}

When they finished drawing the
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skatch (showing only a few contour
lines] they asked the guestion:
"“Where, around this point, do you
think we caught the big muskie?"" My
reply was: "That's easy. You caught
the tish on the ‘inside’ — at position
X." (I made the mark as shown.)

"How did you know?"

“For the simple reason the inside
is the only place yvou show any
structure!”

“We should have known better
than to ask!™

For quite awhile now, we have
been discussing how you and |
should use the features found in a
body of water as our guide to whare
the fish will be. Al the same time we
have been saying in order to con-
sistently catch fish, we must control
the depth and speed of our lures on
or around these features. We have

walter.”" To simplify aur talks wa have
reduced these down to the term
STRUCTURE.

It was pointed oul very emphati-
cally the term “structure’’ meant fea-
lures of the BOTTOM. not things
such as legs, stumps, stick-ups,
weed patches, bushes, sunken
boats, etc. It was said things of this
nature were calied "breaks,” and ara
secondary to the "“structure” (bot-
tom). The “breaks” (and breaklines)
ON. OR CONMECTED TO, structure
is where we pinpoint the fish. All of
which said: if you and | use anly
“breaks” as our guide to where tha
fish will be, then we better develop a
strong casting arm, for we're gonna
need it.

We have stressed the fact that ap-
proaching our fishing in this mannar
is the only reliable way to take care of
the many variables, and constant
changes, that occur in the enviran-
ment of the fish, And, there just isn't
any way we can predict in advance
just where and how active (or dor-
mant) the critter might be.

In order to clear up this subject
{using structure as our guide, and
controlling depth and speed) in
many fishermen's minds, we have
approached the subject in several
different ways. The last time we
talked, we were discussing it from
the standpoint of interpreting the
WHOLE body of water in order to de-

called these features “'structure,” termine where the fish will be {our
“breaks,” “breaklines,” and .deap best place to catch a fish). Then,
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working an area of excellent looking bottom structure. It !
take Tom long to find mfnpmducuw structure since it mm-
best potential “fishing area” in an entire section of lake.
Education Editor, Buck Perry, expi'ums- why am particular
section was chosen over others.
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rathnar than talk about the presenta-
fion of lures on one parlicular fea-
fure, we would approach lure pres-
entation from the standpoint of ap-
proaching a WHOLE fishing situation
(lake, reservoir, pond, stream, ete.).

Figure 2 is a repeat of the natural
lake drawing we were discussing in
our last talk (Feb. '78 Fishing Facts).
The lake was divided into two sec-
tions of water. One section was refer-
red to as “'fishing water,” the balance
was called “trolling water.” It is
hoped what was said about this divi-
sion is remembarad. The whole pur-
pose of the division was to not only
make more clear our original
thought {structure as the guide, and
contral of depth and speed), but to
help in answering the important
question, “What do we DO when we
gat an the water?”

In Figure 2 all major “structuras”
(bars, humps, elc.) have been
marked as "fishing water” (B & C,
Figure 2). All areas that do not show
structure (BOTTOM features differ-
ent from surrcunding BOTTOM area)
we have labeled as being “trolling
water" until we prove otherwise, In
separating the water in this manner
we have marked off the features
{(structure, breaks, breaklines) in the
lake as to where the fish will be, or
where we have the best chance to
catch a fish. We have also sel up the
things we are geing te DO, The basic
presentation of lures has now been
sel up.

We have already determined it
would be unwise 10 “take off " to the
other end of the lake or to some
“fishing™ spol marked on the map.
When we leave the launching ramp
ior dock) our aim is te finally arrive at
the "fishing'' spots, so we head In
that direction. However, we im-
mediately start (right at the dock}) our
basic presentation of lures. We begin
our “fishing'” by trolling.

You might say: “Rather than traoll,
why not start by casting the shore-
line? This would let us wark all the
little pockets, weeds, stick-ups, etc.”

My reply might be something like
this: “*You can start casting the
shoreline if you choose, bul this
shoreline shows no ‘structure’ and to
me, it is purely "tralling’ water. We'll
fish' it alright, but we'll fish it while
we're heading toward the “fishing
water. | don’t plan on it taking us all
day to get there. And, | expecl 1o
have some answers by the time we
get there. By this afternoon wa
should know what makes this lake
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Tom Ferencek {shown above) and felfow Spoonplugging instructor, Don

Digkson, made this fine calch of bass by conceniraling their efforis in two
specilic areas. The following article describes the strategy that was used lo
locate these "hel-spots™ and also describes how a similgr cateh can be made
by anglers who are willing fa put forth sufficlent effort fo do so.

tick, and alse know exactly where the
true ‘fishing spots’ are.”

We start trolling with our shal-
lowest running lure, In the event we
were using Spoonplugs (tools) this
would be the 500 series. We proceed
to Keep this lure in position: that is,
in the shallowast water possible,
Since it runs at 2-3 feet deep. we try
our best to keep it in these depths at
all times. The lure would be bumping
the bottom or ripping through weeds
part of the lime. During this trolling
run we would change speeds at

timaes, At all times we keep our eyas
open, obsaerving the terrain, the
shoreline, projections in any weed-
line, shallower areas. “washes,”
feeder streams. dredgings, deeper
water closer to shore, ete,, that might
indicate "structure’ (breaks, break-
lines). We would keep all these ob-
servations in mind for future consid-
eration if the situation calls for more
detailed investigation [mapping-
interpretation).

We keep the shallow running lure
on until we have covered quite a dis-
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FIGURE 1

Main Lake

An entire shoreline may
have only onae section
containing potentially
productive structure
(designated by “X"). This
iz the area where muskie
wera found.

tance, or until we feel we have cov-
ered water that should contain a fish
at one lime or another (one half mile
or 50). Let's say we keep il on until
we have covered the water to the
area marked "'d" (Figure 2). If at any
time we had caught a fish making
this run, we might make a return pass
by the spot to check for additional
fish., or to see /f we missed some-
thing (struciure, breaks, breakfines).

Al this point you might say: “Sup-
pose the shallowest water contained
weeds, and we had to troll the lure
along the weedline. If we caught a
fish along here, why wouldn't we go

MOVING?

You can gal every issue whan maov-
ing by notifying, in advance, both
Nerthwoods Publishing Co. and your
Past Office. It's impartant that you
nolify Northwoods ang nol jus! the
Postal Service because they do not
notify us of yeur change of address for
three months. Your issues can be de-
layed whila they ara forwarded,

At least four weaks in advance send
ug your old and new address. Use
postal torm 3578 (Notice to Pub-
lishars) or a sheel of paper. Attach the
address label from your issue; or, copy
all the information from it, B sure 1o
include the menth and year from the
upper right-hand corner of the ad-
dress label Sand the ald and new ad-
dress to:

HNorthwoods Publishing Co., Inc.
U.S. Highways 41-45
P.O. Box #6809
Manomonee Falls, Wisconsin 53051
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back and cast the weeds, instead of
just making another trolling pass?
Couldn’t there be quite a few fish
back in the weeds, and none, or only
an occasional ong, on the outside?"'

First, we know this is “'trolling”
water (as far as the map shows), and
any fish is likely to be a small “strag-
gler” with little chance more fish are
arcund, or a "school” which the
Spoonplugger is ALWAYS hunting.
Second, in most all cases, if there are
a number of fish in the weeds, there
will be more than one on the outside,
The additional trelling pass should
give some answers. There might be
times (seasonal, lake types, eic.)
where a fish may be back in a tall
weedline and our sloppy. or incom-
plate. depth and speed control did
not locate any that might have been
on the outside, You also have to re-
member if the fish in the weeds are
not active and moving. you are not
likely to get any lure, or any presenta-
tion, close or exact enough to make
contact. Further, if you are in a situa-
tion where the fish remain in TALL
weeds a major part of the lime, some
are likely to move to the “oulside”
during the activity period. However,
it the “weed" situations are "'bug-
qing’”’ you, and clouding your think-
ing about the “Basic Movement of
Fiskh" [deep to shallow and vice-

Versatility is
important in
becoming &
well-rounded

.. fisherman. Yet, thare
Y are several basic
guidalines which can
be used under almast
ANY sel of fighing
cirelimstancas,
Qne-the-water
instructor, Don
Dickson, and his
fishing partner, Tom
Ferencek, landed
these baauties by
utilizing the
cambination af
casting and froiling
while presenting thelr
luras.
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ing the subject in Buck Perry s book
titted $poonplugging, Your Guide to
Lunker Catches. For those who do
naf recall what is meant by "com-
plete controf of depth and speed for
the area,’ we suggest a re-study of
Buek's article in Fishing Facts June,
1977 issue.)

During this run (of the shallows) in
the section designated as “trolling
water,” we have found cut quite a
few things. We have noted the
depths, bottom conditions, weeds,
etc. We have also noled the weather
and waler conditions and the move-
ments of the fish at that time. The

lang stretch of water should have
produced a fish of some type, if the
fishh werg active and moving. This
does not say there are no movements
taking place somewhere in deeper
water or in the “fishing"” areas. How-
gver, it dogs say we may not get by
with sloppy depth and speed control
(presentation of lures) when we
reach the "fishing” water. Our troll-
ing run also revealed just how accu-
rate our contour map was, and
whether we were wise in designating
the long stretch as "trolling” water
rather than some of it as "fishing”
water,

IHE (1]
{(“Fishing Water")

FIGURE 2
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We are now at the area we had
marked on the map as “‘fishing
water" [structure shown on map,
position B, Figure 2). 1L is at this time
we “strain’’ the water to gel the final
answers as to where the fish are, and
how they are reacting 1o the present
weather and water conditions. We go
to our COMPLETE control of depth
and speed in the area, both casting
and tralling,

As a brief refresher on the basic
presentation of lures, and for COM-
PLETE depth and speed contral, lel’s
"fish'" the area. Let's start with the
shallowest running lure again on the
troll. We'll make our “shallow” water
(0 to 8-10ft.) trolling passes from “*h"
to “i"' {note Figure 2). This distance
should cover the structure (breaks,
breaklines) and test the area. The ac-
tual distance would be determined
by the width of the structure and the
activity and mavements of the fish.

The first trolling pass is made with
the shallowest lure. The return pass
itrolling pass Mo. 2) is made with the
next size (deepar running) lure. The
next pass (No. 3) is made with line
length and lure size in the B to 10 It
depth range. On all these passes the
lures are kept in position (at times
bumping and tlipping the bottom,
el¢.)., and the speed is varied. After
this is done,we can either stop tralling
and check out the depths and speeds
in the shallows by casting, or, we can
continue the trolling in deeper water.
We will assume we desire to get the
trolling out of the way at this time.

To fully cover the structure
(breaks, breaklines) in deeper water,
saveral size lures (running depths)
will be used, Several trolling passes
will he made with each lure size.
These passes will be made from sev-
eral directions, The object is to keep
each trolling pass and each lure on,
or as close to the bottom as possible.
This means that the lure will be
bumping bottom most of lthe time
when it is on the structure (bar,
humps, braaklines, ete.).

These deeper trolling passes may
not be as long as the ones previously
made in the shallows (from “h" to
"I When the lure comes off the bar
or hump (structure) it is time to turn
around and make another pass. Each
pass should progressively get
deeper. Whean the lure size and line
length will ne longer bump, walk, or
tip the bottom, itis lime to swilch to a
deeper running lure.

It must be remembered that on all
these deeper trolling runs, the path
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af the troll should be STRAIGHT. If
we try to follow contours (crooked
trolling pass), our lures will not be in
position much of the time. AND, we
will not “learn’’ wha! is down lhere.
We will be unable lo interpret the
structure, or position of the fish if we
should find them. It is very impartant
that we know "“wheare we ara."”

The amount of success (number of
fish) is dependent upon the accuracy
of additional trolling passes, or the
position of the boat when casting. To
assist us in "knowing where we are”
and to help us interpret the whole
area, we should throw one or more
floating markers and be sure we gs-
tablish good shoreline sightings on

aach consecutive tralling pass.

On these trolling passes (in deep
water) our depth may be limited due
to the “gear” we have. If we are using
monofilament line on our trolling
reels, we may be limited to working
no deeper than 20-25 feet. However,
it we are equipped with wire trolling
iine, our depth control is extended
tremendously. If at all possible, our
trelling passes should reach (at
least) to the “drop-off.”

If we catch no lish after all these
trolling passes, we might think there
are no fish there. This may be trua,
but just up to a point. If the tish were
up (active) and moving, most likely
some of our trolling passes would

Tom Ferencek with a big northern pike tha! was found lurking way
“downstairs™ (30 11, deep). It took wire trolling line and a deeply lrolfed lure fo
fool this lunker. Many anglers faif to realize how deep a troghy nortfrern may
move (n a deop, clear water lake. Twenly to farty foot depths are nol unusual
far these figh during the summer maonths,
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have ¢onnectad, But suppose the
mass of the fish were deeper than
that reached on the troll? Maybe our
trolling passes were not “exact”
enough (depth control) or “slow™
enough (speed control) for a few
dormant. inactive, non-chasing
stragglers which might be some-
place on the structure?

Since we are going to completely
control our depth and speed in the
“fishing™" areas, wa must go to the
casl. This allows us to cover the
structure more thoroughly. We can
check cut more speeds (especially
the slower cnes), and greater depths,

In casting both the shallows and
the deeper structlure (breaks and
breaklines) we will employ at least
two type lures: (1) Free running and
bottom bumping for steady retrieves,
{2) “Jump” types (jigs. soft plastics,
spaons, ete.) for slower speeds and
greater depths, Both shallows and
deep would be covered by “fan cast-
ing.” with proper positioning of the
boat. After this type presentation (if
we ¢caught no fish), we ¢an honestly
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Dooz il lake a3
complotely different
lighing sirategy for
each and every game
fish species? MNat
raally. The Hick
bodipd walleye Don
Dieksan examings
here was taken in the
same manner as all
the lish showrn in the
| accompanying article,
Educalion Editor
Buck Parry explaing
why i fisherman
toesn't raguire
diffarent tactics an
avery lishing trip

say [and must) there are no fish there
— &t that particular time.

We are again at a point where we
have a choice as to the next thing to
do (assuming we caught no fish). We
know fish do not move constantly
nor consistently, 50 we can remain at
this particular spot, repeating over
and over the control of the depth and
speed we feel will make contact if the
fish move up. Or, we can move on (o
the next “fishing'' area marked on
the map (C, Figure 2). In all likelihood
we would decide to move on to the
next area for it would be the wisest
thing to de at this time. Not only
would we find out more about the
lake (depth, boltoms, etc.), butl we
may find some struclure nol shown
on the map.

Another reason 10 move on is the
second “fishing” spot may be quite
different. It could be the water colar
is better, The features of the second
spot (orthe third, or fourth if present)
may give better inlerpretation,
deeper features, deeper water, efc. It
could be we may find a “"short”™’

movemeant not possible on the first
spot (B, Figure 2). If the fish become
active after we move away (from B,
Figure 2), there should be a move-
menl on the second spot as well, If
we found a movemen! in progress on
the second spot (C, Figure 2) and the
structure did not shape up as well as
the last one, we can always go back
and check the first one again. If we
decided to move on 1o the next "fish-
ing"” spot (C, Figure 2}, we'd do
exactly as we did before in all the
“trolling” water between the two
spots. When we got to area C, we
would fish it completely by casting
and trolling,

Since the fish are not likely to be
up and active when we finish with
“fishing area” C (second spot), we
would move on. We would check,
and recheck, the BEST “trolling”
and “fishing" water throughout tha
day. If a fish moves into range, we
aim to catch him, If he doesn't, we
aim to know where to catch him at a
later date.

You might say at this time, “'Sup-
pose | do not have a contour map of
the lake, nor a deplh sounder, what
will | do?”

You change yvour proceduras little.
As far as you are concerned, it's ALL
“trelling” water until you prove it
otherwise. You run the shallows until
you note any “"structure’” (bars,
humps, elc.) that indicates “fishing’
water. The shallow water trolling (0
to 8-10 ft.) if done right (keeping your
eyes open and your lures in position)
will show areas where a deaper
“look-see” is in order. Your lures on
the troll will become your eyes
downsiairs and provide information
for your interpretations. In fact, the
bestway to learn a lake, {and the fast-
est In many cases) is to use lures to
do the mapping, and show the fea-
lures present, While "mapping’’ you
are also “fishing;”" the final interpre-
tation must be made with lures — 1o
sae if any fish are present. If you do
not have any aids, or do nol know
how to use them, how else would you
go about your lishing?

Mext time we will use a reservolr
(man-made lake} to once again look
al a body of waler, and give a "birds-
eye” view of where the fish might be,
and how we must use struclure as
our guide. We'll talk further why we
should separate “trolling’” water
frem “fishing' water so that we
might know more what to DO when
we get on the lake. Also, we'll Iry to
answer some questions that might
be on your mind. =



