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KNOW LEDGE
Is Stll "The Key
~"lo Fishing Success

Many Fishing Facls readers gathered in Manaki, Ontario |
to attend Buck Perry’s summer fishing classes. The Daddy of
Structure Fishing put his students to the test, |

and most passed with flying colors.
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Numerous veaders have expressed curiosify
cuer the outcome of Education Fditor Buck
Perty’s fishing schools held in Chuario,
Canada during the past swmmer season. Al
though a goad number of Fishing Facts read-
ers attended these highty informative training
sessiony, others were unable o allend due fo
frasy summer schedules, traveling distances,
conflicting commitments, eic.

COMMENT

In the following interview (Part 2 of 2
parts), Managing Editor, Carl Male, ashs
Eduration Editor, Buch Perry, to hightight
somme of the inpariant subjects that were cou-
ered al the schools, and also o describe fow
student fishermen fared while undertaking
varinws on-the-weater fishing assignments.

QUESTION: Let's look at some of the
students’ assignments and discuss
why a particular one was used or in-
cluded. How did it heip the student, and
haw did it apply to the material taught
In your classroom sessions?

BUCK:We do nat have the time or space
to cover all of the structure types we
used, but we may take one or two
examples out of each area, so as to
show what was involved. The mapping
and interpretation of bottom features
in a body of water is where fishermen

iTop phote) Wisconsin anglers Mark Gilles, Frank Pouzar, and John Walker display
some of the fish caught by them and other members of their class,

(Phota at right) Alice Ferencek shows her biggest walleye caught 35 fr down.
Alice learned that proper training in trolling can save the day on many occasions,

(Part two of two parts)

by Carl Malz, Managing Editor&Buck Perry, Education Editor

can ALWAYS become better. [t /s in this
study we really begin to learn and begin
to make all phases of fishing fall into
place. We have had several students
say it took a couple seasons of study
and work in mapping their fishing wat-
ers before things fell into place, and
they began to catch fish consistently.

SJefore we look at same particular
feature, let us look at Figure 1 again
and note the different areas (see Areas
1,2, 3, 4, 5) and the different sections
{structure, breaks, breaklines, deep

continued
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BUCK PERRY'S SCHOOL, cont.

watar, etc.) A, B, C, D, etc. Then let me
axplain the student assignments for
each of several areas. By daoing this |
think you will better understand how
the student must relate the things he is
taught in the classroom to the situa-
tions he actually faces on the water. As
stressed many times. the most impor-
tant thing that a student must get isto
do hisfishing in areas where he has the
best chance to catch a fish. This means
he must think at all times in terms of
structure (break, breaklines, deep wa-
ter, etc.] if he desires to consistently be
at the right place at the right time, fish-
ing in the right manner.

Before we talk about a particular fea-
ture (section) and the assignments on
it, et me discuss Area 1, to show you
mare clearly what | mean by the " AREA"
and the differant sections. We did this
far our students s that they could geta
clearer picture on how to go about
mapping the water they might fish back
home. We covered procedures for mak-
ing maps in the classroam, hut here
again, there’s nothing like going di-
rectly to the water and showing tham
how itis done. Figure 5, is a blow-up of
Area 1. Put yourselfin a boat and imag-
ine what it takes and what is involved
here. ;

MNow let us look at some sections in
the different areas and talk about them,
As you recall, | said the boats assigned
to a particular area had an instructor
with them. Mot anly was he to help and
direct the students on their assign-
ments, he was also to see if each area
was fished in the proper manner. You
can see by this, much more was ac-
complished than merely answering the
guestions an any particular feature. We
felt this “fishing” (presentation of
lures) would greatly assist the student
in relating the classroom material to
the different situations faced on the
water,

Figure & is Section "B" in Area 3. The
student was to find out, or answer, the
following:

1. Find the hump.

2. How deep is this hump at shal-
lowest spot?

There were several things involved
far the student. First, he had to locate
the sectien from the general map (Fig-
ure 1). He then had to use the shoreline
sightings (line up objects onshore) as a
guide to where the hump lay. His class-
room waork stressed very strongly the
need to locate himself by such sight-
ings. It was pointed out that he could
never truly learn his lake without them.
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He was taught that the depth sounder
was a great aid if used properly, but
anly ifused as an aid. Inorderfor him to
find the shallowest spot on the hump, it
meant he had to make quite a few
passes, with a lot of twists and turns
before he would be able to find it. By
the time he had found the shallowest

spot (and thrown a floating marker) he
had a very clear picture of the total
shape of the hump. He should have
noted the shape, fingers, breaks,
breaklines, and depths. Since he had to
“fish" [(present lures) the structure,
both casting and trolling, he would be

continued
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FIGURE 1 — Fach student was supplied with a map of the general area to be fished, The
students also received detailed maps showing existing structures that were to be worked in each

eI

Litkle

Lake
FIGURE 5 — There's a lot of water to be fished here, Rock-strewn islands and shorelines,
underwater bars and points, sunken islands, a railroac I}ridgu, shallow lays and deep, rver
current, ete. Where would you begin fishing such places, and how would you procesd?



BUCK PERRY'S SCHOOL, cont.

able to get some idea of the bottom
conditions — mucky, clean, mud, sand,
rock, etc. If he had “gotten” other
phases of his classroom study, or the
assignments on other features, he
should have had no problem ancharing
his boat for the cast toward deep water
to establish contact points, ete.),
Another assignment not listed, but
very much in the mind of the instructor,
was whether the student would see the
weed bed a shart distance from the

shoreline. Did he realize there was
ancather hump, and that it came shal-
lower than the one in the assignment?
Would he guestion the possibility that
the hump he had worked might possi-
bly be a "dead-end” {and possibly not
used by the fish), and that the other
hump may be getting most of the fish in
the area? Some students did get the
message in the classroom and went to
check it out before leaving, However,
some did not, (Note: The hump for the
assignment was mostly a “dead-end.”
The structure with the weeds showing

Education Editor Buck Perry is shown mapping bottom contours in areas where students were
later asked o ish, Buck selected structures thar were likely oo teach students the most shout
rypical situations they might encounter back home,

did go “all the way” — lzad all the way
toward the shallows — andit did get
most all the migrating fish.)

Figura 7 is a more detailed drawing
of Section "D in Area 3. The assign-
ment was:

1. How would you get a jump type
lure {jig, etc.) into the "pocket” or in-
side turn (position "Z2")7.

2, Throw a marker on the 25 ft. hump.

3. What would be the most effective
way to fish this hump with artificial
lures?

There are several things involved
here; {a) location, (b) shapes, (¢) dis-
tances (perspectives, etc.), (d) depths,
{e) presentation of lures (best position,
type gear, use of markers, etc.).

This particular section produced a
lot of fish, It gave the instructor a
chance to stress the importance of
good deep water features. |t gave a
chance to bring out that for a shoreline
or bar, ete. to be productive, there must
exist good features in the adjacent
(deeper) water. |f the students were
going to pick out a shoreline to cast
surface lures for shallow waorking
smallmouths, for instance, they would
have to pick those with bars, humps,
breaks, and breaklines all through and
into the deepest water. Furthermore,
when the fish are deep (along the
shoreline) and not moving shallow, the
fisherman should have visible features
deeper that may hold active fish.
{("Structure” — all the way)

It was important to stress getting a

continued
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FIGURE 6 — Searching [or underwater
humps 1;Lu1.ih1 the student the imporiance of
using shoreline sightings {lining up objects on
shored to pinpoint the exact location of each
b mp.

TE ! FEBRUARY, 1980

FIGURE 7 — This section gave the instrc-
[OTS An Gpl)ﬁ"[uﬂl[:ﬂ Lo stress the []TLP(J]'LHH(ZL‘
of fishing good, deep water leatures.

FIGURE 8 — "Lt was interesting watching the
atnclents trying 1o figure out where to place
the boat for the best casting position, taking
into account  the shape, fingers, sharper
breaks and deep water,
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lure into a “pocket” between two bars,
such as this. The migrating fish many
times will make contact with the bar,
and move aleng the deeper breaklines
(or base of tall weedline) and became
concenirated at the head of this bend
{or pocket). The student had been
aiven a“'rule of thumb"; “do not expect
the fish to move beyond the bend, they
will not move arcund the bend and on
out onto the other finger or bar.”

We stressed the jump type lure (jig,
atc.) in this case, as it did give good
depth and speed control. Many fish
(smallmouth, walleye, and northem
pike) come from these type pockets,
breaks and breaklines,

Some of the larger fish caught by
students came from the hump or its
breaklines. The practice and use of
markers and wire line on the troll at this
section were important.

Figure 8 is a sketch of Section A in
Area 4. The assignment was:

wag 7 to B feet rather than 12. it had a
differant shape, being much narrower,
but ran out quite a distance as shown.
The deeper breakline varied in depth
with the deeper and “sharper break"”
being on the end farthest from shore. It
was "dirty” on top, and to cast or trall it
required either markers or good
sharaline sightings (the reasans for the
dead trees in drawling).

Many students claimed we were
being unfair with such a fouled up
drawing. SOME of them may have un-
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FIGURE 9 — Hours were spent on this sirue-
ture. Ielearly showed how weather and water
conditions allected the movements of the fish.

Ranely Justice, of Kent, Ohio says, “Look at

some of the fsh our boys in the Ohio
Spoonplugging Club caught. Our training
with wire line and the deep waler interpreg-
tions just aboue cinched i
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FIGURE 10 — Students were asked to deter-
mine the shape ol this deep water hump, then
locate all lingers (projections) and mark the
best “contact point (where the fish firse con-
tact the structure).

1. How deep is the small hump?

2. What is wrong with the drawing of
tha big bar? |

Lots of things were invalved in this
particular section. If you look at the
drawing carefully (Figure B) you can
seg just finding the hump covers a
lot of subject matter — perspactive,
shoreline sightings and in many cases
the students had to throw all the mark-
ers he had before locating it.

The student couldn’t anchor the boat
on the hump for casting, as it just
wouldn't be big enough. It was interest-
ing watching the students trying to fig-
ure out just where to place the boat for
the best casting position, taking into
account the shape, fingers, sharper
breaks, and deep water.

The big bar was a "stinker" as far as
most students were concerned. The
drawing was wrong in several ways.
First, it was not abar tied into the island
with the dead trees. It was a hump, with
a fairly wide deep slot between the
hump and the island. The depth on top

FIGURE 11 — The heavy current in this sec-
tion made proper lure presentation dilficulr.
¥et it was the “ace in the hole™ for catching fish
under exiremely bad weather conditions.

derstood what we meant when we said,
“What do you mean, unfair? This is no
different than any or all water you are
gaing to fish in the future.”

Figure 9 is Section D in Area 4. The
assignment for this huge bar was:

1. Establish the general shape of this
bar by placing floating markers — con-
sult instructor.

2. How would you fish the deep
breakline with artificials?

Carl, I don't think | have to go into a
detailed discussion as to what is in-
volved here. It presented quite a lot of
mapping and interpretation. |t ran the
gauntlet in the presentation of lures.
Hours were spent on this feature. It
clearly showed how weather and water
conditions affected the movements of
the fish. Some students would hit the
fish while “contour” trolling the shal-
lows. Some would find the fish “pat-
tern” trolling, or casting some feature
of it. Others would hit them working the
deepest breaklines with large lures

continued
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BUCK PERRY'S SCHOOL, conl.

structure), All the breaklines and the
saddle, as shown, would be productive
at times (for scattered fish). However,
on extremealy bad movement pericds, it
hecame very important that specific
spots be hit. To point out the mare im-
partant positions, | have marked two
spots X" and “Y". The third spot of
great importance is a spot at the 45 .
breakline directly under the bridge.
Mote this big bar on the left under the
bridge. The bar broke fast at 45 feetinto
60 feet. This barwould produce all ovar

cshallow movements of fish). The in-
structor had no hesitation in telling
them, "Wire line, big lures, in Section F,
Area 1." He knew they were familiar
with the area, and the best trolling
passes,

To make a lang stary short, let me tell
you what they found they had to do in
order to catch a fish. The fish did not
come fast and furicusly. However, these
fishermen stuck it out all day long with
a determination nol found in most an-
glers. Ordinarily, with the larger lures,
all the visible features (breaks, break-
lines, ete.) could be reached on the troll

Buck Pervy couldn’t say enongh about these two anglers Drom the state

released from the reel spoal.] There
was little doubt about the fact that their
lures were in the 50-60 ft. depths. The
boat was guite a distance above the
bridge before the lure came up over the
45 ft. breakling.

After the lure had crossed the bar,
they would stop the boat, and retrieve
those large lures in through that heawvy
current. When the retrieve was finished
they would motor back to the area of
the saddle, and go through the same
procedure again,

They did not get a fish on every pass,
nor could they determine exactly

The vonnger generation got into the ol alsoc JefTery Smith g left), of

Hickery, MNorth Carcling, and Tres' Fveretr, of Detrait, Michigan, of Tineis, Roger Stndey (at lelthand his sidekick, Bob Conway, demon-

canght their e sharve of Hish, and then some, strated than persistence can pay big dividends in Tishing, Congranls-
tioms, lellows!

at times, but when things got bad (lots
ofthe time] the fish would lie below this
45 foot breakline. In many instances
the fish took the lure just before it came
up on the 45 foot break, At times it
appeared they were close to the 60
foot depth.

Earlier (Part 1 of this 2 part article), |
mentionad the work and determination
of ane of our students, Roger Stanley,
an lllinpis state legislator. Roger and
his fishing buddy, Bob Conway, (just as
dedicated in becoming a good fisher-
man), came to an instructor on the so-
called “fishing day” (Friday) and asked
where he thought they had the best
chance to catch a fish (we had a very

bad weather situation for any type of
B4 ! FEERUARY. 1980

with 20 to 26 "layers” of wire line. They
checked all parts of this section with
trolling passes going upstream and
downstream without catching a fish.
They had learned their lesson well in
the classroom, and they knew they had
to get desper.

Here is how they made a catch while
mast students were drawing blanks in
shallower water.

Using large lures (700 & 800 series
Spoonplugs) they would start a trelling
pass in the area of the 30 ft. saddle
inote Figure 11). While going upstream
toward the bridge and the 45 ft. break-
ling, they would lat out 35 to 36 “layers”
of wire, [Editor's Note: One “layer” of
wirg is one complete layer of wire line

where a fish was when they did. How-
ever, it appeared most fish came as the
lure left the 60 ft. level and started maw-
ing toward the 45 ft. breakline (directly
under bridge). You can imagine just
how difficult and tiring it would be to
present lures in this manner. I'm sure
you know it would take a dedicated and
determined individual just to make a
few passes, much less keep at it for a
full day. We saw not only one of the
finest catches for an individual boat for
the season, but we saw an important
“point” of our school driven home to a
lot of fishermen who, otherwise, would
have had some doubts as to why they
weren't catching any fish.

| take my hat off to Roger and Bab,
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