KNOWLEDGE
Is Still The Key

1o Ishing Success

Can successful fishing actually be taught? For the answer lo that
question, you might ask students who attended Buck Perry’s fishing
schools this past summer. Many of them discovered that a combination
of classroom and on-the-water instruction can go a long way in
answering questions that have puzzled many fishermen for generations.
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A lot of new fshing friends were made. They were scattered from all over the United States —
Narth, South, Kast and West, These fishermen shouldn't have much trouble finding a fishing
partner, whatever part of the country they might happen o lish,
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(Part 1 of 2 parts)

COMMENT

Nuemevaus readers have exgrressed eurios-
ity over the owteome of Education Editer
Buck Peeey’s fishing schools eld in Ontaria,
Canada during the past sumomer season. Al-
though a good wwmber of Fishing Facts
readers did aftend these highly inforaative
fraining sessions, obhers were wiadle (o af-
denied dhe fo by suwommer sehedules, traveling
distanees, conflicting commitments, ele.

I the follozimg (fwo part) iwierview,
Managing Editor, Carl Malz, ashs Eduea-
dar Editor Buch Peevy to hughlight some of
the fmportant sidgects that were covered at
the selicaly, and el to deseribe how sindent
fushermen fored swhile wndertaling vavions
an-the-water fishing assigwments,

How' about thar:="

il

Inzurecior lommy Ferenoek says,
stisdents did while learning to use wire line in deep water,

by Carl Malz, Managing Editor&Buck Perry, Education Editor

QUESTION: Buck, I'd like to discuss, fa
some degree, all phases of the schools,
and especially the “on-the-water" as-
signments of the students. We don't
have to discuss this in any parlicular
fashion, but since you have lots of
drawings and pictures, why don't we
relate the greater part of our talk to
these things rather than to the basic
written material that was coverad in the
clagsroom sessions,

It might be of interes! to our readers
to know something about the time and
location of the summer schools held in
Canada.

] S LR T
T, ._Er.;

“Look wha a couple of my

BUCK: Each school period lasted a
week; and they were held during the
months of July and August. OQur loca-
tion was the Holst Point Lodge, Minaki,
Ontario, Canada. This is located in
northwestern Ontario on the Winnipeg
River chain of lakes. It's approximately
35 miles north of Kenora and about 150
miles east of Winnipeg, Manitoba. All of
the water from the Lake Of The Woods
area flows past Minaki. Needless to say
there exists lots of

fishing water. The continued

Buck Perry — "We assirf{nt-{l twin students 1o each
beat, AL first you would see them putt-putting away
slowwly, never getting out of sight r:ﬁ

[ days later they would be scen roaring away at
full throttle and move to the assignment area
without a backward glance.”

the lodge. A
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BUCK PERRY SCHOOL, continued

pradominate large game fish are wall-
eye, northern pike, smallmouth bass,
and musky.

QUESTION: | notice you have used the
wards "Spoonplugging” and “"Spoon-
plugger” at times in your schools, Let's
tall about these words so our readers
may have a clearer understanding of
what these ferms mean,

BUCK: | coined the word “Spoonplug-
ging” many years ago. It is a word that

Dir. Charles Yates (at left), Dallas, Texas Spoonplugeing Club, was a bit shook up when

covered a lot of things. It represented
what | thought was necessary to be-
come a great fisherman. To state the
meaning very briefly, it means that we
must learn what makes a fish tick; how
he lives, how he reacts to his environ-
ment, ete, It also means what you and |
must DO te catch him consistently.
Another way of stating it would be, "If
we expect to catch fish consistently,
wherever we fish, we must be at the
right place, at the right time, fishing in
the right manner”

We refer to a fisherman who believes

Buck Terry put him into a casting position on & strocture, within sighe of the lodge. thar

comtained both walleves and nocthern pike,

52 JANUARY, 1980

the key to fishing success is knowledge
of the sport, as a Spoonplugger. We
also call our major "tools” or equip-
ment Spoanplugging equipment.
QUESTION: Then Spoonpliugging fs not
just a mathod of fishing, such as the
use of a particular {ure, or justa particu-
far presentation of lures, such as motor
trofling ?

BUCK: (Laughter) Far from it. | know
there are many fishermen who think
that Spoonplugging is just some
method of presenting a particular type
of lure in & certain way. This is too bad,
as they may be missing out on some
knowledge that would clear up the
whaole picture of fishing forthem, There
are also those who spread such
theughts for their own personal gain.
Some would even go so far as to say
that Spoonplugging is "out-of-date.” In
my lifetime of fishing, | have not seen
any changein the reaction of the fish to
his environment. In fact, | believe a fish
iz going to be a fish, long after all of us
are dead and gone.

Spoonplugging is not a course in
physics, biology or chemistry, It is con-
cerned ONLY with helping a fisherman
to understand and get better at the
game.

The enviranment of the fish is chang-
ing all the time; temperature, light,
oxygen, pressure, etc., you name it. |
don't suppose | will ever find any two
days the same in my lifetime. The fish, a
cold-blooded creature, has been able
to survive by adapting to a changing
gnvironment. If he had not been able to
adapt, he would have disappeared
along with the dinosaurs and all the
ether creatures not seen today.

If the environment of the fish is bad
ar the fishing pressures become too
great, what are we do do as fishermen?
Should we wait until someone comes
along waving a magic wand to make it
better for us? Should we let our suc-
cess and satisfaction stop or decline?
QOr should we keep adding to our
knowledge and skills to offset the can-
ditions as they are or as they might de-
velop?

As a fisherman, | must do my fishing
regardiess of what the conditions may
be at a particular ime and place. To do
this | must use the features (structures,
breaks, breaklines, deep water, etc.) as
my auide as to where the fish will be,
Then | must control the depth and
speed of my lures (or bait) to take care
of the changing (and often bad) anvi-
renment and the "mood” of the fish at
that particular time. In no way can |
base my efforts for success upon trying
to find one or twe satisfactory or better



enviranmental conditions. Thera is no
way | can put words in a fish’s mouth
and say where he will be or what mood
he will be in at the lime. There are just
too many changing variables in the life
of a fish for me to do this.

Carl, | could talk a leng time about
what the word Spoonplugging means,
such as unselfishness, the desire to
help others, fellowship, etc.

QUESTION: Did you have full classes
during the two month period?

BUCK: Most of the time we had full
clagses, We had 14 boats of our own,
and we assigned two students to each
boal. This number of boats was just
about the maximum the instructors
could handle and still do a good job. A
couple of times we could have handled
a few more students but we werg un-
able to register them due to previous
commitments of the lodge.

QUESTION: Where did your students
come fram? | would think the energy
situation would create problems far
paople trying to reach this area of
Canada.

BUCK: If you recall what we said about
the selection of Minaki and how it had
to have accessibility, you can see we
cartainly took into consideration the
energy situation,

The majority came from the United
States. Most all the slates were repre-
sented. Some states had more than
others, such as Texas, Ohio, Indiana,
Hinois, Wiscansin, Minnesota, but it
appeared distance and the price of
gasoline didn't have much effect, How-
avear, | must admit we could only regis-
ter a limited number due to the number
of instructors, boats, facilities, ete,

QUESTION: You supplied your own
boats and motors for the school, Why
did you do this?

BUCK: Mot only did we supply our own
boats and motors, but we also supplied
the depth sounders, anchors, nets,
cushions, eto,

First, we had to be sure these items
were available at all times. We were
teaching proper handling of these
things, and we had to be sure the stu-
dents had the right "tools.” Also, we
had to be sure each and every student
got the same opportunity for properin-
struction.

QUESTION: I notice your Spoonplugger
boats are wide with plenly of room and
have a seating arrangement quite dif-
ferent from most, funderstand the boat
handies quite well for the "beginner,”
and the speed is very good with lhe
small motor (8.9 HP).

BUCK: We have worked on this boat for
quite a long period of time. We are con-
tinually working on it, as we feel there
has never been anylhing said, or built
that can't be improved upon. However,
gvaryong who now has the boat ap-
pears to be satisfied. | might add we
have a custom-built trailer (also called
a Spoonplugger) that makes launching
and loading of the boat an easy chore
for a single person. This is a fishing
“tool,” and | think you understand what
| mean whan | say your "tools” have to
be right if you expect to present your

lures properly,
QUESTION: | know you may nof like fo
point out any particular student, but |
was wondering if you took any pictures
of students with fish?
BUCK: While on the subject (of fish pic-
tures) let me say something further
Medern day fishing trends seem to be
at odds with my way of thinking. | do
not know who is right or who is wrong,
but | believe fishing should be for fun,
fellowship, enjoyment, etc. And, until a
parson gives up his selfishness he will
continued

Roper Stanbey, of Streamwond, Hlinois (: ll'J_;'iHl:IIi'.'l,' Ic]rlg_'}'q'!'ll.‘lli'u'l:' fisr the state of Wlhinos)
was one of the excellent student-Lishermen who demonstrated exireme eflort wo learn and
overcome the difficult assignments, find the fish, and pun them on the snngen
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BUCK PERRY SCHOOL, continued

nevar become a completely satisfied
fisherman. (For that matter, | consider
selfishness as the root of all evil )

We approached our picture taking as
if each class was one big family off on a
fishing trip. I'm sure some of the stu-
dents didn’t fully grasp why we did this.
We did have a token gift for the indi-
vidual who caught the biggest fish on
cur "fun fishing” day, but that was the
extent of any type competition.

Pictures are a reminder of a fishing
experience by oneself, anather person,
or a group that may not come but once
in a lifetime. Pictures will allow this
event to be relived time and time again.
Fish pictures can stimu/ate a fisherman
to put forth greater effort to become
better at the game, and in turn get more
satisfaction.

What difference does it make how
many fish a particular person in a
group might have caught or didn't
catch? As stated earlier, some of our
pictures show individual effort, deter-

mination, dedication, etc., but most
show enjoyment, fellowship, and "our
fish,” not "my fish.," These are the
things that help us become better
fishermen and get more satisfaction
from our efforts. And this (satisfaction)
makes fishing a greater recreational
spart, It's too bad many fishermen do
not realize this fact.

QUESTION: How did the fishermen fare
on Friday (the last day of each schoo!
session), the so-called “fishing day,” or
cantest day?

BUCK: In the first place be careful how
you use the ward “contest” day. | prob-
ably wouldn't answer you at all if you
had used the word “tournament.” |'d
rather not talk about this at this time. |
have some pictures and you can draw
your own conclusions. However, herg
i5 a picture of a "fishing day” catch. It is
a picture of ane of our finest students
during the scheoal, Roger Stanley, of
Streamwood, lllinois. Roger happens
to be a legislative representative in tha
state of lllinois. We were all gquite im-
pressed to have a pelitician turn out to

be such a fine person and such an ax-
cellent student and fisherman. | under-
stand he is an outstanding representa-
tive of his district. I'd like to say more
about Roger later on when we might
talk about how some students were
outstanding and went to the extreme
effort to learn and overcome the dif-
ficult assignments, find the fish, and
put them on the stringer.

QUESTION: | notice you had classroom
periods scheduwled for four days. Did
yau have any particular subject matter
for these days?
BUCK: Yes, we had definite subject mat-
ter to cover on those days. In addition
to the students’ classroom study mate-
rial, we had many slides for discussion.
We had written questions already pre-
pared to be sure the student under-
stood fully the subject matter. We also
had a quiz on the subject. These were
nat quizzes to "measure,” but quizzes
designed to “teach.”

Here again, let me list the subject
matter and schedule:

MONDAY: (a) Movement of fish: {b)

FIGURE 1 - Each stizdent was supplicd with a general map of the warer to be lshed. The

student also received a map showing the location of each area to be worked (Areas 1, 2, 5, 4, 51
on consecutive davs,
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Structure.

TUESDAY: (&) Structure (continua-
tian): (b] Weather and water.

WEDNESDAY: (a) Lake types; (b)
Tools and controls,

THURSDAY: [a) Presentation of
lures; (b} Mapping and interpretation,

QUESTION: How did you schedule or
handle the students for the “an-the-
water” instruction?

BUCK: As stated earlier, we had 14 of
our awn boats, Each boat was num-
bered, and two people (students) were
assigned to a boat which was theirs for
the total week.

Then, so many boats were assigned
to an instructor. We found it better to
assign the same boats to a particular
instructor for the total week, However,
we did take into account the experi-

AREA- 2
SECTION=-A

FIGURE 2 - As part of their on-the-water
assignments, sindents were asked o
examine the area (ghown on the above
map} carcfully, Then they were asked the
i.l'.l”-:'lwil'lg qLesl ions: (AL IF allowed coly one
tralling pass, what is the best trolling run in
decp water between the two islands? {B)
Establish the anchoving position ofl the
rock dslane ro check deep water, What tvpe
lures should vou uzed i

AREA - &
SELTION- [

FIGURE 3 - The assignment anc guestions
for this section were: 1 Where is the Gaster
bregk (quick increase i deprh) off e ved
mat kt'l'l]:ll.lt}'n':" 2. Should the rocky shoreline
behind this bar be good for spawning
stallmeath bass? g

ence the students had had before as-
signing the boat and instructor.

QUESTION: What kind of fishing experi-
ence did most of your students have?
BUCK: They varied over a wide range.
Many students were fishing for the first
time. Many had years of fishing experi-
ence, but only a few came who consid-
ared themselves “expearts.” There were
guite a number of young fishermen,
and many older couples who were tak-

ing up fishing after retiring from long |

years of hard work. | must say, some of
aur better students were the young-
sters, the older couples and especially
the ladies.

QUESTION: Which type of fisherman
would you rather Rave in your classes;
thoge with lots of experience or those
with limited ar none?

BUCK: | think the students themselves
will decide this. We welcome all stu-
dents, but | am reminded at times of the
wards of an old first or second century
Greek philospher who said — "It is im-
possible for anyone to begin to learn
what he thinks he already knows.”
QUESTION: With all those boats out
there running around, and fndividuals
possessing varving degrees of experi-
ence, I would think things would be-
come rather unmanageable and chao-
tic. How could the limited number of
instructors handle all those boats and
sl get geross the instructions called
for on the water?

BUCK: It wasn't easy, Carl, But as you
know we have been handling these
schoels for quite a few years, and you
can't beat experienca.

First of all, we went to the area a
couple of weeks before the school
started to finalize arrangements and
schedules with the lodge. We alse had
to know tharoughly the area for our
“an-the-water” instruction. We had fo
locate, map, and interpret the different
water for our instructions in the boats.
We had to locate the areas for casting
the shallows, for the different type lures
used, such as surface, weedless, free-
running, jump type, ete. {we had to ex-
plain WHY those particular areas were
chosen). We had to have different areas
for CONTOUR tralling, PATTERN trol-
ling, etc. We had to choose the best
structure for teaching the total presen-
tation of |lures, for placing markers,
shoreling sightings, learning how to
read and interpret depth sounders, an-
charing positions, mapping, interpre-
tation, and how fish moved during dif-
ferent weather and water conditions,
We had to have areas for teaching the
use of wire line an the troll, and inturn

continued
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BUCK PERRY SCHOOL continued

show how deep a fisherman must work
LY FROM modulus glass material .. a at times to make contact with the larger
perfect all-around choice for fish when weather conditions turn

the rod maker, sour. | might add we had weather

FENWIGK Rich chameleon brown, bright periods a.nd fish th'v'Erﬂents that got
white and lighter, stronger these .pumts Ecrpbs in ._Lj{JEJIﬂ arder.
Fenglass: three good There is no doubt in my mind that most

e e A students got the message of the impor-

Fenglass,, Saltwater

Blanks in Brilliant White. ponwick tance of interpretation of structure and
= s : propar presentation of lures in deep
HMG* graphltﬂ Tl T T T T water,
Blanks in Rich For your own copy of After mapping and interpreting the
¥ ; 14
Chameleon Brown. Fenwick’s Rod Builder’s fishing water within reach for the allot-

Handbook and Blank
Catalog, send this order

ted time, and so the students wouldn't
get lost (4-5 miles), we divided the

Fenwick announces two new bl ; 3

: ank and 60¢ to: water to be worked into five zones or
color selections for rod builders iz :
in 1980 ouilders e — five areas. In each area we had different

or particular shorelines for certain on-
the-water procedures. In each area we
tried to have as many different type bot-
tam features as possible (steep shores,
short and long bars, saddles, humps.
breaks, ete). We also had to have
anough areas, so as to handle different
weather conditions, The wind alone
can play havoo with on-the-water train-
ing, if it has not been considered care-
fully. Let me show a couple figures to
more clearly show you and our readers

The beautiful “chameleon™
brown you've admired in

Fenwick/Woodstream

- Dept. FFS-01 what | am talking about.
PO, Box 729 Each student was supplied with a
(/ “ Westminster, CA 92683 general map of the water to be fished.
He alse had a map showing the loca-
Mame tion of each area to be worked (see
Fenwick's regular HMG rod Address Figure 1 — Areas 1, 2, 3, 4, 5). These
geries is now available in all Citw maps also showed the location of each
HMCG graphite blanks. mﬂ-— TR — “structure” or bottom feature to be

worked in each area. Mote in Figure 1,
we have in gach area sections A, B, C,
D, etc, These denote a certain feature
or structure at that location. The an-
swer to certain questions on each of
these points (sections) was in the form
ofassignments for each student during
the week, The student also had a de-
taifed drawing of each section or spot
in all five zones, We'll get back to these
assignments later, but to answer your
question how we managed all the
bhoats, we had a specific schedule far
each hoat throughout the week,

We had a certain number of boats

jal
Spec du(‘.tﬂ"\“ 4 months OHIY $2'00 retating in a particular area with an in-

\'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ W{HW% Md’m structor to help on the assignments (or
Oﬁet anything that might have been missed
@ Fishing » Hunting « Camping or incomplete on Monday). | might say
Each month receive the latest information an how, here, on Monday's {on-the-water)
when & where to enjoy the great midwest, Join the schedule, each baat had an instructor
thousands of midwest outdoorsmen who have benefi ted inthe boat for a few haurs ta show how
from reading MidWest Outdocrs the past 14 years. Send . i =
your check TODAY and take advantags of this special to operate the boat, and the basic pre

4 months for 52.00 offer. Don't miss anather issue!

Soend to: MidWest Qutdoors Dopt FF
111 Shore Drive  Hinsdale, IL 50521

And many Fenwick blanks, S =
including our entire saltwater

selection, come in bright white. . {;Y’
One final consideration: most 4
white blanks are Fenglass
blanks. Fenpglaszs is Fenwick's
lighter, more sensitive higher-

sentation of lures, both casting and
tralling. Mest of this work was dane in
Argas 1 and 5 (Figure 1). During the

continued
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BUCK PERRY SCHOOL, continued

period when a particular boat had no
instructor, students were Kept busy
lacating and familiarizing themsalves
with running the boats, the different
features, and their location in the
specified areas.

Carl, you must keep in mind that in all
this training we had to “teach” the stu-
dent not to be afraid to venture out, not
fo get lost. They were taught how 1o
interpret shoreline and underwater fea-
tures, etc. It's amazing how timid new
fishermen are to just leave the dock
themselves, If we can’t overcome these
things alone, we arg failing in our
school, At first you would see them
putt-putting away slowly, nevar getting
out of sight of the lodge, (a majar rea-
san why the first day's instruction was
in Areas 1 and 5). A few days later they
would be seen roaring away at full
throttle and move to the furthest as-
signment area without a backward
glance. Many newcomers would soon
stay oul until near dark, which came
late in those latitudes.

QUESTION: | know you have always
stated that if too many fish are caught
during the on-the-water instructions, it
wolld be difficult to get the message
across to the student. Did this give you
muech traouble in this school?

BUCK: Mo, il really didn't. At periods
there ware some good shallow move-
ments of fish. However, at that time of
year the fish were deep most of the
time. This didn’t bother us much as it
allowed us o get the message across
better than if we had more shallower
maovemeants. I'm sure the students
would have desired mare shallowar
mavamants of fish, but | can't say the
instructors would have welcomed
them if they had occurred too often,
After all, the student had fo be trained
for things likely to be faced back home.
QUESTION: Lel's gel back to the fea-
tures on structures and the assign-
ments you gave the students. Why or
how did you sefect these parficular fea-
tures for the students, and why the par-
ticular assignment or questions you
asked on each?

BUCK: We haven't discussed very much
the material and the discussion in the
classroom. However, you know the
classroom material is guite extensive
on each subject. Inour assignments we
tried to select not only the best struc-
tures (lish used them — so as to teach
the subject of fish movements) but to
select those that involved knowledge
the students would acquire in the
classroom. As stated before, many stu-
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dents have trouble applying classroom
knowledge to a siluation they en-
counter on the water They seem tfo
forget that what was said applies di-
rectly to the different situations faced
on the water. If the fisherman (student)
will leok as a situation entirely from the
standpeint of the material studied, he
should have no trouble interpreting the
situation and what to do about it. Itisa
little difficull and must be brought out
repeatedly in the classroom and on the
water, that bottom leatures (structure)
are the guides as to where the fish
rmight be. The breaks and breaklinas on
or connected to these structures are

where we pinpoint the fish, And, we
must not spend too much time in areas
wheare we do not have the best chance

| %

Denise Absolom and her dad {Dennes) Drom

Craswlore, Mebraska were outstanding
studdenty aned anglers, She proudly displays
some ol the Tish caughn duving the 41h
weik classes,

to catch a fish. Before the week was
out, most of the students began to
realize the difference between areas
that would be considered “trolling wa-
ter” and those that were classified as
“tishing water.”

Lat me get ahead of you at this point
and give an example of what | mean,
when | say the studant {at times) has
difficulty applying the classroom mate-
rial when he gets on the water,

Figure 2 is a detailed drawing (such
as was given to each student) of Sec-
tion Ain Area 2. If you refer back to the
first map (Figure 1) you should be able
to locate Lhis:

Tha students’ on-the-water assign-
ment for this particular feature or sec-

tion was:

(1) Look this area over on the depth
sounder and:

(A) What is the best trolling run in
deep water between the two islands?
{You are allowed only one trolling
pass).

{B) Establish the anchoring position
off the rock island to check deep water,
What type lures should you use?

This particular situation presented
no prablem for the student who under-
stood the classroom material on the
“Basic Movement of Fish"” which is, {in
essence), "The deepest water in an
arga being fished is the home of the
fish. Pariodically the fish become ac-
tive and may move toward the shal-
lows. The path they take is not in a
haphazard manner, but aloeng well es-
tablished bottom features, which we
refer to as structure (breaks, break-
lines). How far they go and how long
they stay is dependenl upon the
weather and water conditions at that
particular time. For a "structure’ (break;,
breakline} to be used it must lead all the
way to the shallows.”

With this thoroughly understood
{and accepted), it would dictate the
trolling pass be made with a lure that
runs at least 22 feet deep and the troll-
ing pass be made from the deepest
water (50 feet, along breaklines, up on
the saddle with a sweeping turn o the
left with the pass going (close to the
breakline) over and off the bar (or
finger).

The anchoring position should be as
shallow as possible between the saddle
and the finger (bar) so that the deeper
walter on the saddle can be reached as
well as all sections of the finger (bar).
The shallows can be checked by top-
water, weedless, freg-running, and
jump type lures; the deeper section by
free-running bottom-bumping lures on
a steady retrieve for faster speeds, and
a “jump” type lure (jigs, spoons, etc.)
for the slower speed.

Carl, | hope you can see why we can-
not teach proper procedures on the
water without proper in-the-classroom
instruction. This is just one of the rea-
sons we keep saying "knowledge is the
key to fishing success.”

To more clearly show you what |
mean about relating the things taught
in the classroom to the situation we
find on the walter, let me take another
section from the assignments. Figure 3
is a view of Section B in Area 2. (Refer
to Figure L) The assignment for this
section was as follows:

(1) Where is the faster break off the
red marker buoy?



