by BUCK PERRY, Education Editor
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What To Do When You Must Fish Desper Water

F or some time now, we have
talked about what you and | should
use as guides in locating fish, and
what we should do in getting tham to
take our lures. We discussed how it is
often difficult for the fisherman to
decide for himself what is important
and what is NOT important. And, how
he is often confused by differances of
opinion pertaining to the same sub-
ject.

In previous talks we discussed the
things we have to learn in the presen-
tation of lures. We said we had to
learn how to cast and troll the
shallows, and how (o cast and troll
the deeper water. We talked about
how to go about our “on the water
training". The last time (July 77 Fish-
ing Facts) we used a "fish story” as
an example whera our major concearn
was to find proper structure (breaks,
breaklines, deep water), and then io
obtain proper depth and speed con-
trol for the time and place.

Let us continue our thoughts with
another “fish story' that occurred
last season,

During the spring of 1376, longtime
friends Don Nichals, Cannie Vergis,
and | took our wives to western On-
taria, Canada. We planned to fish the
Winnipeg River area with its many
connected lakes and channels. The
purpose was to be there during the
spawning season of the smallmouth
bass. We were all prepared to have a
ball with flyrods and popping bugs.

When we arrived we were told the
warm weather had produced an early
spawn. Reports indicated the small-
mouth had moved away from the
shallower spawning areas, and wereg
back in the deeper portions of the
channels and larger lakes, It ap-
peared we were in for a post spawn
pariod with very little fish movemsants
and migrations.

We also were told that the walleye
and morthern pike fishing was at a
standstill. The period, plus the
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weather conditions, had ALL the fish
inactive and very difficult to catch.
Most guide boats were traveling up to
20 miles each day trying to find some
fish. The results were hardly worth

the effart. Only a few small walleyes
were counted among the 20 to 25
boats that left the dock daily. The
message was loud and clear — we
should have gaotten there earlier.

We spant quite some time the first
day checking out all the areas that
had produced for us in the past when
the smallmouth were bedding. It
became apparent in short order we
had arrived entirely too late for flyrod
and popping bug type fishing. The
situation suggested to us that if any
appreciable movement of tish cocur-
red. it was likely to occur very early in
the morning, and in all probahbility,
would be the only shallow movement
during the entire day. Additionally, if
any early marning movement was oc-
curring, it would likely be for only a
short period of time.

Marge and Don Michaols with a fine mixed bag of walleyes and northern pike. This
hushand and wife team knew whal fo do when fishing became tough as the fish
maoved io exira deen waler, Other anglers fownd (f nex! Inimpossible o make even a

amall catch during this same Hime pariod.
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Contact Polnt “Y'" {shown above)

is Place Where Fish

First Contact The Structure

When They Move From Deeper Water

Dan volunteerad to check out some
spots in the deesper lakes and chan-
nels at davbraak, the following morn-
ing. These spots were known to be
productive (from previous trips). His
raport at breakfast was, the fish
moved aboul an hour after tha break
of day. and the duration of the move-
ment was approximately 30 minutes.

Mot anly did this report give me the
cresps, but the wives let it be known
lin no uncertain terms), they weran't
about to get up in the middle of tha
night to cateh fish for 30 minutes, We
were told, “You guys have gotta do
better than that!”

The next morning at daylight, Dan
and | were sitting (anchored) on a
structure that had been mapped. in-
terpreted, and fished previous to this
trip. The spot had features that would
definitely show us the movement pat-
tern of the fish, if and when it occur-
rad. The area was about a 15 minute
run (by boat) fram the dock. In order
te reach it, we had to cross some big
“open’ water. Fortunately there was
little wind or wave action, but we
noted the fact the great expanse of
water could become a problem at
times, especially with the fishing
partners we had on this trip,

Figure 1 is a top view of the area we
weare fishing. The structure (under-

water bar) and the breakling was lo-
cated off a small, rocky (above water)
island. It was quite a distance away
from the main shorelines. The
shallowest water contained soms
vegetation, but most all the area had
a hard, clean, rocky bottam. The ma-
jor breakling and depths off the island
were approximately as shown, We
weare anchorad in water about 6 feet
deep — position "X as indicated in
the figure.

Qur interpretations, and previous
expearience, had revealad the approx-
imate “‘contact point” (the place
where the fish first contact the struc-
ture in their movement from deeper
water), and also the route they took
toward shallower watar, They would
come up on the bar, and breakline, at
position Y™ {22 feet] and mave up
along the breakline, before scattering
into shallow water. Most of the scat-
tering would be in the area where the
boat was anchorad,

It was decided Don would use
ultralight gear and small jigs (1/32
and 1716 az.), and wark the shallows
all the way to depths of 6 to 8 feet, |
would handle heavier casting gear
using topwater, free swimming, bot-
tom bumping, and heawy jump type
lures to check further depths and
faster speeds.

We covered the whole area
tharoughly around the boat, but no
contact was made with any species.
This didn’t bother us much as we
were probably there ahead of time (as
per Don's experience the pravious
day). We were also hoping the move-
ment pattern had changed so we
would not get such a short, early
movement. Frobably if the time of
mavemeant changed, we would also
gel a longer pericd of activity,

By using a heawvy jig (3/8 to 1/2 oz.),
| was able to reach position "Y' {tha
drop-off) with an extra long cast. Don
was unable to reach this spot with the
gear he was using at the time. The
light lures he was working would not
have allowed good depth and speed
control in the deeper water even if he
had been able to cast that far.

Wa continued to work all around
the boat, and periodically | would
snap on one of the heavier jigs and
make a long cast to the contact point
(22 feet — position "¥"'). About an
hour after we had arrived, | made a
long cast to the deep water beyond
position "Y' {drop-off — contact
point), and as the lure came “'jump-
ing"' over the breakline, a good fish
lapped it up. It proved to be an 8 Ib.
northern pike.

Don switched rods, and we both
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directed our casts toward the spot,
We caught two more fish, one a wall-
eye, and the other a northern pike,
Bath of thesa fish weare well along the
breakline toward shallower water
when thay struck. By the time we
removed them from the lures, addi-
tional fish were all around the boat.
Dan switched back to the ultralight,
and we both caught fish about as fast
as we could cast. Don was knocking
them up to 9 lbs, (walleyes and north-
ern pike) an the ultralight, and | was
doing the same with heavier free run-
ning and bottom bumping lures, The
color, size, action and speed of the
lures made little difference, but the
depth control had to be fairly acour-
ate, or as ¢lose as possible to the bot-
tom (both Yjump type' or “free run-
ning'” lures).

Dwuring this action we had either a
smallmaouth, walleye, or northern pike
an the line most of the time. But, it
wasn't long until we noticed the fish
were moving back downstairs, The
last fish was caught on a heavy jig on
the long cast to the "contact paint”
(position "Y', Figure 1). Then the ac-
ticn was over. We chechked our wrist-
watches and found the total time of
the movemant (up on structure) had
lasted for approximately 25 minutes
— about the same periad of time Don
had exparienced the previous morn-
ing.
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Cur repart to the wives did not
make them jump far joy.

The situation demanded we find the
fish in deeper water. The movement
pattern told us the spots ta fish
should be near the average sanctuary
depths (30 - 35 feet). The unfavorable
weather outlook alsc told us these
spots should be near the boat dack, If
found close to the dock, the nearby
structures would allow us (weather
permitting) to take our wives out for a
short spell after breakfast, again after
lunch, and after dinner if they so
desired. Don, Connie, and | could fish
whenaver and however we got the
urge.

From Don's past experience in the
araa, we weare able to locate three
spots less than a mile from the dock.
One was only a couple blocks from
the ramp; anather 1/2 mile; the other
approximately 3/4 of a mile. One spot
istructure, breaks, breaklines) was 25
feet deep, one 30 feet, and the other,
33 feet, The productivity of each was
different: the shallowest being the
pograst, and the deepest being the
best. The size of the fish varied, but
the largest fish were caught in the
despest watar,

In this instance, the speed of the
lures wasn't too critical. The main
thing that produced the fish was
“exact’’ depth control, Some fish
ware caught on a free swimming lure,

but only an instant before the lure
started bumping bottom, or directly
after it came bumping off the "'spots'.

The area being fished was where
the Winnipeg Flowage narrows, and
where |less lakes and channels are
found, This condition created quite a
heavy CURRENT in all three spots.
The best control could be obtained
on the troll, Working {motor trolling)
against the current (going upstream)
gave the best control. However, in
this case, since the speed wasn't too
critical, we could catch some fish
going downstream as well,

Due to the depths and the current,
it was very difficult to position the
boat properly to have much success
on the cast. One cast out of 10 might
reach the correct position. However,
with proper shareline sightings (mak-
ing our trelling passes in relationship
to visible objects on shore), and with
the aid of a depth sounder, a trolling
pass could be made “right on the
money’. Normally when two people
were in the boat, both would get a fish
if the pass was exact encugh. How-
ever, it the pass was “off" slightly,
only one would get a fish. If the pass
was sevaeral feet away, nc one got a
strike,

In all three spots it was necessary
that we use wire line on the troll dus
1o the depths invaolved. |t was obvious
during the entire trip that the fish



became active and some movement
ooourred twice daily, The shallow
water movemant at daybreak prob-
ably didn’t oceur all the time, but
there was a definite activity period
garly and late in the day, Meither of
these pericds produced much shal-
low movemant on the three spots we
were fishing., The best movement of
fish was to a depth of about 25 feet,

Let's look at each of the three spots
and see why one was better than the
other, or produced mare and bigger
fish, At the same time note carefully
why trolling was better than casting,
and why certain lure types had to be
usad,

Figure 2 is a top view of one situa-
tion. Shown here is a "slot” of water
running between two large islands
wheara a main channel, or main flow of
the river ocourred. There exists a 25
foolt '"'saddie” between the two
sharelines (the saddle is shown in
Figura 2). Note the shape and depths
in the area.

The current here was very strong,
and proper presentation of lures on
the cast was next to impossible, The
“contact point'” of the fish moving to
the "saddle” appeared to be a small
finger {prejection) marked X in the
figure. This was established by the
fact this was where contact was made
with larger fish as our deep running
lures approached the “saddle’™. Most
larger fish were taken around 30 - 35
fest as the |lures started bumping up
onto the saddle (before we reached
the breakling.)

At periods of good fish movement,
some fish were caught up on a 25 foot
saddle, but in all cases theses fish
ware smaller walleyes and northern
pike. The larger fish, from & to 9 lbs.,
were caught BELOW the breakline,
off the fingar marked “'X". There was
no ‘spot” in the deeper water that we
could determine held fish during the
nan-active peried. We had no definite
guidelines (structure, breaks,
breaklines) below the 25 foot
breakline. This particular fishing area
was not the best, due to the fact we
had to WAIT for a movement to ocour
before we made contact with many
fish.

Let's ook at Figure 2 again. Imag-
ine you are trying to cast the area
effectively, Lel's suppose you posi-
tion your boat at position A", First
you desire to check the top of the
“saddle’, What type lure would you
usa? It is obvious it would have to be
some heavy "jump’ type lure, (such

as a heavy jig). If you were to cast
toward the "saddle™. the heavy cur-
rant would have the lure in 80 feet of
water before it had sunk to 25 feet, If
you were to cast downstream and
then warked the jig up against the
heavy current, the lure would seldom
be near the saddle upon completion
of the retrieve. The only way to hit the
saddle would be to cast upstream and
“hope' your lure was on the saddle
by the time it had sunk to 25 feet. As
indicated earlier, MAYBE one out of
ten casts might have placed the lure
an the saddle. Even in this case, the
currentwould sweep the lure off posi-
tion after a couple “jumps".

If we had used extra heavy jigs
{1-1/2 to 2 oz.) wa might have been
able to partially work the “finger”
{position X"}, but here again the cur-
rent would have produced sloppy
dapth and speed cantrol.

Trolling the area effectively pre-

sented no problems and accurate
depth and speed control could be
maintained. To secure the depths,
wire ling and appropriate size |ures
allowed us to check the area easily.

This particular area produced same
fine fish, but they had to be active and
moving toward the (shallow) saddle,
But, this movement did not occur all
the time,

Figure 3 is a top view of the second
productive area. Again, it was an area
with a fairly strong current. The “con-
tact point” to the rocky underwater
bar was on the downstream side at
position X', This had been estab-
lished by Don and Caonnie on pre-
vious trips. Here again, many of the
bigger fish were not on the bar or
breakline during a non-movement
period. However, due to the depth (30
ft.), there were guite a few "'strag-
glers'' present throughout the day.
The overall size of the fish here was

Educaiion Editor Buck Perry (lelt) and Connie Vergis found these walleyes
bacoming active in deep water, with little or o movement into the shallows, Oue o
prevailing depths, currenis and conditions, It took a special lure presentation io
reach these goiden beauties. in the article, Buck expiains fow it was dane.
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larger than those on the 25 foot sad-
dle (Figure 2),

Hare again, it was very difficult to
presant lures propearly an the cast. By
positioning the boat at position A",
about one out of ten effective casts
could be made with a heavy (1 to 2
oz.) jig. The cast had to he made
upstream, and if gauged accurately
enaugh, it would hit the “bar” by the
time it had sunk to the battom. How-
aver, befare the lure could work much
of the area, the current swept the jig
off into deeper water below the bar,
Mot only was this difficult casting, but
it was only effective when guite a few
fish made contact during the activity
periods — which only occurred early
and late in the day (for short periods
of time). Positioning the boat up-
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stream, and making casts down-
stream, made it even more difficult
to obtain proper depth and speed
control.

Trolling with wire line presented an
entirely different picture. Since the
speed factor was not too critical, the
har could be worked effectively from
both directions. But, the best control
idepth, speed) could be maintained
whila tralling against the current. An
effective trolling pass downstream
was difficult to make due to the cur-
rent. Quite often the boat and the lure
were out of pasition, Howeaver, by
making a swinging turn behind the
bar on the upstream pass (note
Figure 3}, the inside contact point
could be hit, and the lure would walk
up and over the end of the bar. This

type presentation not anly caught fish
in quantity and guality during the ac-
tivity periods, but it provided ex-
cellent “straggler” fishing through-
out the day. Most all the fish were
caught below 25 feet.

Figure 4 is a top view of the third
and best spot. This particular spot
{structure, breaks, breakline, deep
water) was in a wider portion of the
river lconnected lakes), but there still
existed a sizable current. This partic-
ular spot had been found by Don the
year before when the weather turned
sour and sent all fish to deep water
for an extended stay.

Thea "contact point” was at position
X iFigure 4). Mot only was it the
contact point, but for maost of the tims
we were there, it was near the area of
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the deep water sanctuary. Very
seldom would a trelling pass be made
at the turn in the breakline {position
"X} without a fish being taken (if
lures were in correct position). The
structure was not well defined, such
as a ridgelike bar, but the "breakline”
[drop-off) was., and the '"sharper
break” (guickesl change in depth)
accurred at position X", The “con-
tact poinl” stood out like a sore
thumb. Very few fish migrated toward
the 15 - 20 foot breakling (Figure 4).
Meost of all the movement toward thea
shallows occurred along the break-
line going upstream. Movements
alang this breakline only occurred to

some degree during the activity
pericds (early and late), Very few fish
moved shallower than 25 feet along
the breakling during our stay.
Casting this particular spot effec-
tively was very difficult. It could be
reached with an extra long cast with
the boat anchored inside the 20 foot
braakline, Howewver, the current,
depth and rocky bottom, made
anchoring next to impossible, If the
anchor held for any length of time
{approximataly 60 feet of anchor rope
out, and a “'wind” anchor at that), the
casts could be made upstream, but it
Was a guessing game as to where the
lure would be when it hit the bottom.
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ffaybe one cast out of ten would be in
position to get a fish.

However, by using wire line aon tha
trall {and appropriate lure sizes) 1o
control the depth, and by using
"exact’ shoreling sightings for the
tralling pass, you could win a bet a
fish would be caught (or a double) an
the first pass.

Did we locate the fish and catch
them by using things such as tem-
perature, oxygen, food, size, color,
action, fancy rigs, stick-ups, running
20 miles, etc. as our guide? What ac-
tually did we do? Where weare our
efforts directed? Wonder how much
fun and satisfaction we would have
had if wa had not learnad to troll, or
refused to do so, ar didn’t want to?

We had no trouble seeing what type
fishing trip we would have had if we
had not used structure (breaks,
breaklines) as our guide, then used
our 'tools” to control the depth and
speed of our lures.

Many fishermen ask: "How do you
use wire line?" “"Where can | get the
proper wira?"

There are three bhasic weighted
lines sold for securing extra depths.
The three types are: lead core line,
stranded wire, and solid (single
strand) wire. Although it may be
slightly mare difficult to learn to use
solid [single strand] wire, we have
found it is desirable over the other
two. With proper diameters and
proper flexibility the sclid wire will
give good depth contral and is easy
to use after brief instruction and ax-
perience is gained,

One hundred (100} yvards of wire is
narmally all that is required on the
reel. This amount doesn't normally fill
the reel, therefore a “backing”
should be used {under the wire) to fill
the reel spool. The backing should be
a good trolling monofilament, such as
No-Be Trolling Line, If and when all
the wire runs off the reel, the fisher-
man is still in business. Quite often
some wire will be lost, and the nylon
tralling line can be used along with
the wire in tralling.

In most fishing, two wire strengths
will handle most situations. For the
majority of cases a 15 |b, test wire is
sufficient (and is recommended).
Where numercus "'hangs'' (rocks,
hushes, etc.) exist. strength can be
increased by utilizing 20 b, test wire,

To obtain proper contraol, it is im-
portant that the trelling wire be “rig-
ged'’ properly,

Figure & is a sketeh showing how
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monofilament leader, normally in the
knot atl the snap.

At times, all who motor troll should
praclice securing depth control with
wire. Wilh praclice, greater and more
exact depth contral can be had with
wire than with monofilament. Many
times extra depths will be required
with a short line {such as running a
tall weedline, or when following a
crooked shoreline). With wire, a
minimum length of line can be used
to reach depths with smaller lures,

elc.
The use of wire line on lhe trall

opens up a completely new ball game
as far as fishing is concerned. Those
desp clear lakes will present less
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problems, and the many cold fronls
will create less fear. Again, the only
excuse we have for failure is, we do
not know enough yel, or we are notl
good enough yet.

However, let me repeat whatl has
been stated in an earlier talk. When
we move into deeper water, our pre-
santation (both casting and trelling)
should be “pinpointed”. We cannot
just cover an “area” such as a long
breakline, ridge, line of bushes, big
hump, etc. In deeper waler we must
concenirale our efforts exactly where
the fish will be. If this is not done. it is
not likely our lures will be exacl
enough to make contact. However, if

we have a specific "spot” we are
shooting at, proper control is not
overly difficult to obtain. We compen-
sate for some error by fan casting. We
use maps, floating markers, shoreling
sightings, depth sounders, tralled
lures, ar anything else to pinpoint the
spot,

We can assume that when the fish
are shallower than 20 feel (when
deeper waler is available) lure pre-
sentation does not have to be quite so
exact. But, when Lhe tish are deeper
in the sancluary depths, our in-
terpretations and presentations must
be exact; the deeper we go the more
exact [and difficult) it bacomes. If you
and | can't interpret the SPOT where
the fish will be, or, if we are unable to
control the depth and speed of our
lures at that spot, we have no busi-
ness spending much time in deep
water. It would be a far wiser course
to wait for the fish to come 1o us. This
we are forced to do in many ins-
tances, for as stated in a previous ar-
ticle, we run out ol recognizable
structure {drop-offs, channels, eic.)
the deeper we go.

In these last four talks we have dis-
cussed some impertant things we
should keep in mind when presenting
lures. Most of the "idle chatter’” was
omitted. We stated flatly thal we must
use features in the lake as our guide,
and that lures musl be used as tools
to obtain control of depth and speed
on or around these features. Probably
you did not hear all that was said. You
may have no desire to hear this is the
way it is. You may want the idle chat-
ter, the magic, the mystery, the in-
trigug. Quite often we have had

others snarl and snap — ""Whatcha
trying to do, take all the romance out
of fishing?"'

Many of us concluded years ago,
the majority of fishermen do not
desire to hear the “truth” about what
it may take to calch fish consistently.
However, regardiess how often we
may spin our wheels, our tlires are not
worm oul yel.

Editors Mote:

Wire trolling line |5 available at
most popular tackle stores. For those
who are interested in trying deep
water frolling techniques, but are
unable to find dealers carrying wire
line, solid wire trolling line can be ac-
quired from Northwoods Tackle Co.,
U.5. Highways 41-45, P.O. Bex 609,
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, 53051.
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